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1  I N  THE  HOUSE AND KOPONEN

2 HOUSE  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO.  1 5

3  I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5  R e l a t i n g  to high s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s .

6 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

7 WHEREAS A l a s k a ' s  salmon r e so u r c e s  have  a tremendous value  to a ll  of

8 the r e s i d e n t s  of the s t a t e ;  and

9 WHEREAS A l a s k a  commercial f i s h e r m e n  depend upon healthy salmon p o pu -

1 0  l at io n s  to m a i n t a in  t h e i r  income and l i f e s t y l e s ;  and

1 1  WHEREAS s h o r e - b a s e d  and f l o a t i n g  p r o c e s s o r s  rely on healthy salmon

1 2  po pu la ti o ns  to k e e p  t h e i r  industry h e a l t h y ,  which i n  turn,  promotes a

1 3  healthy Alas ka economy;  and

1 4  WHEREAS numerous rural co mm un it i es  i n  Alaska depend upon a r e l i a b l e

1 5  s u b s i s t e n c e  salmon harvest for t h e i r  most b a s i c  nutr it ion al  n e e d s  and for

1 6  the continuation of t h e i r  tr a d i t i o n a l  way of l i f e ;  and

1 7  WHEREAS numerous salmon st o c k s  in c l u d i n g ,  among o t h e r s ,  Kuskokwim

1 8  R i v e r  king salmon and Yukon R i v e r  fall  chum salmon,  are showing a marked

1 9  and dangerous trend of annual d e c l i n e s  i n  the number of returning f i s h ;  and

2 0  WHEREAS h i g h  s e a s  d r if t  n e t s  widely u se d  by fo r e ig n  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  in

2 1  the f i s h e r y  c o n se r va t io n  zone i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  harvest  m i x e d  st oc k s  of

2 2  salmon,  con tai ni ng a high propor tio n of salmon o r ig i n a t in g  i n  North A m e r i -

2 3  c a ;  and

2 4  WHEREAS hi gh s e a s  d r if t  n e t s  w a st e fu l ly  k i l l  nontarget f i s h  s p e c i e s ,

2 5  s e a b i r d s ,  and marine  mammals,  in cl ud in g  the  P r i b i l o f  I s l a n d  fur s e a l  whose

2 6  po pu la ti o n i s  d e c l i n i n g ;  and

2 7  WHEREAS t h e s e  n e t s  are made of nonbiodegradable  and no n d e st r u c ti bl e

2 8  p l a s t i c s ;  and

2 9  WHEREAS 6 0 0  m i l e s  of high s e a s  d r i f t  ne t s  are e s t i m a t e d  to be  lost

HJR015A -1- HJR 15



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1 0

1 1

1 2

1 3

1 4

1 5

1 6

1 7

i

each y e a r ,  and t h e s e  n e t s  p r e s e n t  a hazard to n a v i g a t i o n  and continue  to 

catch sal mon,  other f i s h ,  s e a b i r d s ,  and m a r i n e  suusmals ;  and

WHEREAS  th er e  i s  no r e l i a b l e  means o f  mon it or in g the  d e s t r u c t i v e  

e f f e c t  of t h e s e  high s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s  on m a r i n e  a n i m a l s  o f  the  B e r i n g  S e a  

and North P a c i f i c ;  and

WHEREAS  i n t e n s i v e  and p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s  by the  A l a s k a  f i s h i n g  i n d u s ­

try and by environmental groups have  b e e n  l a r g e l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a c h i e v i n g  

in ter na ti ona l reg ula tio n and re d u cti on of  th e  u s e  o f  h i g h  s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  urgently r e q u e s t s  the  

Con gr ess  to p a s s  S .  6 2 ,  a b i l l  " T o  impro ve  e f f o r t s  to m o n it o r ,  a s s e s s ,  and 

reduce the a d v e r se  im p a c t s  of d r i f t  n e t s . "

C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be  s e n t  to the  Honorable George B u s h ,  

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  of  the  U . S .  S e n a t e ;  the  '

Honorable J i m  Wright ,  S p e a k e r  of  the U . S .  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  and to 

the Honorable T e d  S t e v e n s  and the  Honorable Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  

and the Honorable Don Young, U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  members  of  the A la s k a  

d e le g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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