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1  I N  TH E  H O U S E  BY T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2  HO US E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO.  9

3  I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A LA S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5  R e l a t i n g  to the A r c t i c  Nat ional W i l d l i f e

6 R e f u g e ,  A l a s k a .

7 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

8  WHEREAS  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C on g re ss  has r e s e r v e d  the  r ig h t to p e r m i t

9 fur ther e x p l o r a t io n  f o r ,  and development o f ,  o i l  and gas  w i t h i n  the c o a s t a l

1 0  p l a i n  of  the A r c t i c  National W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  A l a s k a ;  and

1 1  WHEREAS the U .S .  Department of the I n t e r i o r ,  the s t a t e ,  and the  o i l

1 2  indu str y c o n s i d e r  the coas tal  p l a i n  to have the h i g h e s t  p o t e n t i a l  for

1 3  d i s c o v e r y  of very large o i l  and gas accumulations  on the continent of  North

O  1 4  A m e r i c a ;  and

1 3  WHEREAS a d e c i s i o n  to p e r m i t  o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and

1 6  p ro duc ti on on the coastal  p l a i n  would f a c i l i t a t e  the  de velopment of hi g hl y

1 7  p r o m i s i n g  s t a t e  and fe d e ra l  t i d e l a n d  and submerged land;  and

1 8  WHEREAS the f a c i l i t i e s  that are d e v e l o p e d  to transport o i l  and gas

1 9  from the coastal  p l a i n  to the T r a n s - A l a s k a  P i p e l i n e  S y s t e m  ( T A P S )  may allow

20 the d eve lop men t of marginal f i e l d s  bet ween the r efu ge  and T A P S ,  e x t e n d in g

2 1  the economic  l i f e  of the p i p e l i n e  and reducing t a r i f f s  that are e x p e c t e d  to

2 2  balloon i n  approxi mat el y 2 0  y e a r s ;  and

2 3  WHEREAS  development of o i l  and gas i n  the  r efu g e  should and w i l l  be

2 4  s u b j e c t  to s t r i c t  environmental  s a f e g u a r d s ,  in c l u d in g  t h o se  p r o t e c t i n g

2 5  w a ter ,  land,  a i r ,  and important w i l d l i f e  h ab it at that s u p p o r t s  the s u b s i s -

2 6  t < n e e  r e s o u r c e s  u s e d  by N a t i v e s  of the s t a t e  and of  the  Yukon Te r r it o r y  i n

2 7  Canada;  and

2 8  WHEREAS the permanent p r o t e c t i o n  of large  areas  i n  the s t a t e ' s  a r c t i c

2 9  r e g io n  i s  a ss u r e d  by p a r k ,  r e s e r v e ,  and r e f u g e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  e n c o m p a s s i n g
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1  over 3 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  f e d e r a l  land i n  the  r e g i o n ;  and

2  W HER EA S  the  b i o l o g i c a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  of  the  r e f u g e  are

3  very v a l u a b l e ,  and the  p r o t e c t i o n  of  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  w it h  adequate  d e v e l o p -

4  ment s a f e g u a r d s  i s  i n  the  i n t e r e s t  of  the  n a t io n  and the  s t a t e ;  and

5  W HER EA S  the  land t r a d e s  p r o p o s e d  by the  U . S .  Department o f  the

6 I n t e r i o r  w it h p r i v a t e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  would r ed uce  or e l i m i n a t e  the  s t a t e ' s

7 e x i s t i n g  e n t i t l e m e n t  to o i l  and g a s  r e ve n u e  from t h e  r e f u g e ;  and

8 W HER EA S  the  s t a t e  i s  a v a s t  and u n d e r - s e r v e d  s t a t e  w it h b a s i c  educa-

9 t i o n ,  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  and p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  n e e d s ,  and a r e d u c t i o n  i n

1 0  s t a t e  r e v e n u e  i s  a s e r i o u s  ma t te r  for the s t a t e ' s  r e s i d e n t s ;  and

1 1  W HER EA S  the  U . S .  C o n g r e s s  could c o n s i d e r  r e d u c i n g  the s t a t e ' . ]  e x i s t i n g

1 2  e n t i t l e m e n t  to o i l  and g a s  r e v e n u e  w i t h i n  the  r e f u g e ,  e v e n  though the

1 3  r e d u c t i o n  might v i o l a t e  s o l e m n  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  the  f e d e r a l  government

c
1 4  and th e  s t a t e ,  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  the s t a t e  as  compared to other s t a t e s ,

1 5  and r e v e r s e  d e c a d e s - l o n g  p o l i c i e s  of  the f e d e r a l  government r eg a rd in g  the

1 6  management of  p u b l i c  domain lands  w i t h i n  th e  s t a t e s ;  and

1 7  W HE R E AS  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  o i l  and gas  r e s o u r c e s  can and

1 8  should b e  conducted by the  c o r p o r a ti o n s  and workers of the s t a t e ,  who have

1 9  the e x p e i t i s e  to b r i n g  the  r e s o u r c e s  to m a r k e t ;  and

2 0  W HER EA S  the  o i l  and g a s  in d us tr y and employment of  the s t a t e  hav e  b ee n

2 1  s e v e r e l y  a f f e c t e d  by re du ced  o i l  and gas  a c t i v i t y  i n  re cent y e a r s ,  and the

2 2  r e d u c t i o n  has broad i m p l i c a t i o n s  for the  e n t i r e  s t a t e  economy;

2 3  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that th e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  adopt s  the  fol low in g

2 4  c o n s e n s u s  p o i n t s  r eg ar di ng  management of  the  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of  the A r c t i c

2 5  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  A l a s k a :

2 6  ( 1 )  th e  U . S .  C o n g r e s s  should pro mptly o p e n  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of

2 7  the A r c t i c  N a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  A l a s k a ,  to o i l  and g as  e x p l o r a t i o n ,

2 8  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  under c o n d i t i o n s  that are  i n  the  i n t e r e s t  of

2 9  the n a t i o n  and th e  s t a t e ,  r e s e r v i n g  the l e a s i n g  o f  land i n  the  core caribou

c
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1  c a l v i n g  grounds u n t i l  a l a t e r  t i m e ;

2 ( 2 )  the U . S .  Department o f  the I n t e r i o r  should d e s i s t  from

3 d i s c u s s i n g  land tr a d es  that would e l i m i n a t e  the s t a t e ' s  revenue share  from

A o i l  and gas a c t i v i t y  i n  the  r e f u g e  and that could reduce  the ownership

5 i n f l u e n c e  o f  the s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  governments on o i l  and gas l e a s i n g  in

6 the  r e f u g e ;

7 ( 3 )  u n l e s s  the s t a t e  c on cu rs ,  the  U . S .  C o n g r e ss  should not allow

8 m e a s u r e s  or ac t io n s  that reduce  the  s t a t e ' s  e n t i t l e m e n t  to o i l  and gas

9 r ev en ue  from the r e f u g e ;

1 0  ( A )  the U . S .  C o n g r e s s  should r e q u ir e  the p ro t e c t io n  of the

1 1  environmental  and s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c e s  of the ' e f u g e ,  incl ud in g w i l d l i f e

1 2  h a b i t a t ,  a i r ,  and w at er ,  i n  the e v e n t  of o i l  anl gas  development on the

1 3  co as ta l  p l a i n  of the r e f u g e ;  and

L  J  IA ( 5 )  the U . S .  C o n g r e s s ,  i n  r e c o g n it io n  of  the st ate  s  economic

1 3  s i t u a t i o n  ; nd the n ee d  for lo ng -t e rm economic d evelo pm ent  in  the  s t a t e ,

1 6  should r e q u i r e  that the e x p l o r a t i o n  and de velopment a c t i v i t y  in  the refuge

1 7  b e  conducted by the work f o r c e s  of the s t a t e ;  and b e  i t

1 8  FU RT HER  R E S O L V E D  that the s t a t e ’ s d e l e g a t i o n  i n  Congress  and the

1 9  Governor of the s t a t e  should sup port op en in g  the coastal  p l a i n  of the

20  A r c t i c  National W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  A l a s k a ,  to o i l  and gas  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  pro-

2 1  d u c t io n ,  and t ra n sp o r ta ti o n under c o n d it io n s  that would advance the i n t e r -

2 2  e s t s  of  the  p e o p l e  of the  s t a t e ,  and work with the U . S .  Department of the

2 3  I n t e r i o r  to f o r e s t a l l  p r o p o s e d  r e f u g e  land trades that would be  i n i m i c a l  to

2A the  i n t e r e s t s  of the s t a t e .

2 5  C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  sent to the Honorable Ronald

2 6  R ea g a n,  P r e s i d e n t  of  the  U n i t e d  S r a t e s ;  to t i e  Honorable Donald Ho de l ,

2 7  S e c r e t a r y  of  the Department of t h I n t e r i o r ;  to the  Honorable S t e v e  Cowper,

2 8  Governor of  A l a s k a ;  to the  Honorable Tec S t e v e n s  and the Honorable Frank

2 9  Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and the Honorable Don Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,
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members of the Ala s ka  d el eg at io n i n  C o n g r e s s ;  and to each of the other  

members of the U . S .  C o n g r e ss .

HJR 9 -4- HJR009A


