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Introduced: 1/26/87
Referred: Transportation

B Y  D A V I S ,  KOPONEN ,  B OY ER ,

1  IN  THE  HO U SE  FRA NK,  M I L L E R  AND CATO

2  HOUSE  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  8

3  IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS KA

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5  R e l a t i n g  to reauthorization of  the

6 Su rf ac e  Tran sp or tat io n A s s i s t a n c e  A c t .

7 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  THE  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

8 WHEREAS the 9 9 t h  C o ng r e ss  adjourned without reauthorizing the Surfac e

9 Tra nsportation A s s i s t a n c e  A c t ;  and

1 0  WHEREAS the f a i l u r e  to reauthorize  the S u r f a c e  Tr a n sp or tat io n A s s i s -

1 1  tance Act r e s u l t s  i n  s u s p e n s i o n  of funding for f e d e r a l - a i d  highway con-

1 2  s t r u c t io n ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  and sa fety  p r o j e c t s  throughout the n a t i o n ;  and

1 3  WHEREAS over $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  new highway p l a n n in g ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  and

1 4  construction p r o j e c t s  are planned i n  A las ka for 1 9 8 7  and t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  are

1 5  n e c e ss a r y  to improve the  highway transportation system to f o s t e r  future

1 6  economic development and to prevent ha rd sh ip  to those employed i n  the

1 7  transportation construction industry and r e l a t e d  f i e l d s ;  and

1 8  WHEREAS the construction season i n  Alaska  i s  l i m i t e d  to s e v e n  months a

1 9  year and further d e l a y s  i n  reauthorization of the  Su r fa c e  Tra n sp o r ta ti o n

20  A s s i s t a n c e  Act prevent construction of needed p r o j e c t s  during 1 9 8 7 ;  and

2 1  WHEREAS  A l a s k a ,  b e c a u s e  of i t s  s i z e  and harsh env ironment ,  i s  d e p e n -

2 2  dent upon f e d e r a l - a i d  highway funds for the development of  a v i a b l e  trans -

2 3  portation s y s t e m ;  and

2 4  WHEREAS the p r e s e n t  formulas for a l l o c a t io n  of f e d e r a l - a i d  highway

2 5  funds take  into c o n s i d e r a t io n  the vast area of  A la s ka  that must b e  se r v e d

2 6  by highway transportation and equitably d i s t r i b u t e  the a v a i l a b l e  funds

2 7  among the  s t a t e s ;  and

2 8  WHEREAS  Alaska i s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a s e v e r e  economic  r e c e s s i o n  and hi g h

2 9  unemployment and further d e la y s  in  the highway construction program for
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1  1 9 8 7  w i l l  aggravate the  p r e s e n t  economic s i t u a t i o n ;

2  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s

3  the Congress  to e x p e d i t i o u s l y  enact l e g i s l a t i o n  reauth oriz ing  the  S u r f a c e

4  Transportation A s s i s t a n c e  Act and to m a i n t a i n  the  p r e s e n t  formulas for  

3  al l o c a t io n  of f e d e r a l - a i d  highway funds among the  s t a t e s .

6  C O P I E S  of  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be  s e n t  to the  Honorable George B u s h ,

7  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  of the U . S .  S e n a t e ;  the

8  Honorable J i n  Wright ,  S p e a k e r  o f  the U . S .  H o u se  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  and to

9  the Honorable Te d  S t e v e n s  and the  Honorable Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,

1 0  and the Honorable Don Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  members of  the A l a s k a

1 1  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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