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BY M A R T IN ,  B A R N E S ,  C O L L I N S ,  

FRANK,  FU R N A C E ,  HA N LE Y ,  

HUDSON,  MENARD,  P E A R C E ,  

P E T T Y J O H N ,  R I E G E R ,  S H U L T Z ,

1  I N  TH E  HOU SE  T A YL O R ,  ZAWACKI AND M I L L E R

2 HOUSE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO.  7

3  I N  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5  R e l a t i n g  to o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t io n ,

6 d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and production w it h i n  the

7 A r c t i c  Na t io n a l W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  A l a s k a .

8 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

9 WHEREAS the A r c t ic  National W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  A l a s k a ,  i n c l u d e s  more

1 0  than 1 9 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  acres  of land,  which amounts to approximately f i v e  perc ent

1 1  of the s i z e  of the e n t ir e  s t a t e ;  and

1 2  WHEREAS the coastal  p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  National W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,

1 3  A l a s k a ,  c o ve r s  approximately e i g h t  percent o f  the r ef ug e  and i s  c o n s i d er e d

1 4  to have h ig h  p o t e n t i a l  for the d i s c o v e r y  of large  q u a n t i t i e s  of o i l  and

1 5  g a s ; and

1 6  WHEREAS the U . S .  Congress  has r e s e r v e d  the  right to d e c i d e  i f  the

1 7  coastal  p l a i n  w i l l  be  opened to further o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p -

1 8  me nt ,  and pro du ct io n ;  and

1 9  WHEREAS the petroleum in d us try  has c o n s i s t e n t l y  demonstrated i t s

20  a b i l i t y  to o p er at e  under c c . d i t i o n s  s i m i l a r  to those found on the coastal

2 1  p l a i n  i n  a s a f e  and r e s p o n s i b l e  manner without s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r se  e n v ir o n -

2 2  mental e f f e c t s ;  and

2 3  WHEREAS the United S t a t e s  must d e v e l o p  d o m e s t i c  p etr ole um r e so u r c e s  i f

2 4  the U n it e d  S t a t e s  i s  to prev ent i t s e l f  from becoming overwhelmingly d e p e n -

2 5  dent on f o r e i g n  petroleum so ur ce s  i n  the 2 1 s t  century;  and

2 6  WHEREAS the value and development p o t e n t i a l  o f  s t at e -o w n e d  t i d el a n d

2 7  and federal ly -own ed outer co nti nen tal  s h e l f  land o f f s h o r e  of the coastal

2 8  p l a i n  would b e  enhanced by a d e c i s i o n  by the  U . S .  C o ngr ess  to open the

2 9  coastal  p l a i n  to further o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and
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W HEREAS  the f a c i l i t i e s  that would b e  d e v e l o p e d  to transport p etr ole um  

r e s o u r c e s  d i s c o v e r e d  on the co as ta l  p l a i n  to the  T r a n s - A l a s k a  P i p e l i n e  

S y s t e m  mi gh t allow mar gi nal  d i s c o v e r i e s  l o c a t e d  b et w ee n  the  r e fu g e  and 

Prudhoe Bay to b e  d e v e l o p e d ;  and

W HER EA S  the  energ y s e c u r i t y  o f  the  n a t io n  d e p e n d s  on the  develo pm ent  

of d o m e s t i c  o i l  and g a s  r e s o u r c e s  to r e p l a c e  d e p l e t e d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e ­

s e r v e s ;  and

WHER EAS  the  n a t io n  w i l l  d e r i v e  r e v e n u e ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o r t i o n s  of b o n u s e s ,  

r o y a l t i e s ,  and r e n t s ,  from o i l  and g as  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  the  c o as ta l  p l a i n ;  

and

WHER EAS  o p e n i n g  the co ast al  p l a i n  to fur ther o i l  and gas  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and p r o du c ti on  w i l l  g e n e r a t e  i n c r e a s e d  employment and b u s i n e s s  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f  the  s t a t e  and the n a t i o n ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  by the A la s ka  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the  C o n g r e ss  of  

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  urged to op en  the  c o as ta l  p l a i n  o f  the  A r c t i c  Nat ional  

W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  A l a s k a ,  to e nv ir o nm en ta lly  r e s p o n s i b l e  o i l  and gas e x p l o ­

r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and pr o d u c ti o n .

C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  se n t  to the Honorable George  B u s h ,  

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  of  the  U . S .  S e n a t e ;  the  

Honorable Donald P .  H o d e l ,  S e c r e t a r y  of the  Department of  the  I n t e r i o r ;  the  

Honorable J i m  W r i g h t ,  S p e a k e r  of  the  U . S .  Ho u se  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  the  

Honorable Te d  S t e v e n s  and the  Honorable  Frank Murk owski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and 

the Honorable Don Young, U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  memb ers  of  the  A la s k a  d e l e g a ­

t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s ;  and to the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of  each l e g i s l a t i v e  ho u se  of  

the  other s t a t e s  i n  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

production; and
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