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BY D A V ID S O N ,  G R U SS E N D O R F ,  

HERRMANN, SU N D ,  C A T O ,

G O L L ,  HU DSON,  SWACKHAMMER,

1  I N  THE HO US E  E L L I S ,  BOUCHER AND TAYLOR

2 SPONSOR S U B S T I T U T E  FOR HO USE  J O I N T  R E SO L U T I O N  NO .  5  am

3  I N  THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  OF  ALAS KA

A F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5  R e l a t i n g  to the r e f l a g g i n g  of  fo r e ig n

6 f i s h  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s .

7 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  TH E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

8 WHEREAS the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  making p r o g r e s s  toward the  goal of fu ll

9 u se  of the groundfish resou rc es  o f f  the  coast of A l a s k a ;  and

1 0  WHEREAS the groundfish p r o c e s s i n g  capa city  of U n it e d  S t a t e s  p r o c e s s i n g

1 1  plants  has bee n unable to k e e p  pa c e  w it h  the groundfish h a r v e s t i n g  capacity

1 2  of Un ite d S t a t e s  f i s h e r m e n ,  which i s  supported largely by f o r e i g n  p r o c e s -

1 3  s o r s ;  and

IA  WHEREAS fe d era l  law allows f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s o r s  to " r e f l a g " ,  i . e . ,

1 5  document f o r e i g n - b u i l t  v e s s e l s  as U n i t e d  S t a t e s  v e s s e l s ;  and

1 6  WHEREAS the v e s s e l  ownership r eq ui r em en ts  of f e d e r a l  documentation

1 7  laws are written so broadly to allow fo reig n p r o c e s s o r s  to r e t a i n  e f f e c t i v e

1 8  control of a re fla gg ed  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l  by s e t t i n g  up a token U . S .  corpo-

1 9  ra ti on ;  and

2 0  WHEREAS s e v e r a l  op er at io n s  in v o l v i n g  r efl ag g in g are b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d ;

21 and

2 2  WHEREAS continuing to allow the  r e fl a gg in g of f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g

2 3  v e s s e l s  would harm United S t a t e s  p r o c e s s o r s  by hind er in g t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to 

2A reach the  goal of  fu ll  u s e  of the gr oundfish r e s o u r c e s ;  and

2 5  WHEREAS re fla gg ed  fo r e ig n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  could d e st ro y Alaskan

2 6  s h o r e - b a s e d  p r o c e s s i n g ,  which i s  the  economic b a s i s  of  many A la skan coastal

2 7  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  by inva din g the sal mon,  crab ,  h a l i b u t ,  s h r i m p ,  and other

2 8  f i s h e r i e s  tra d it io na lly  r e l i e d  upon by Alas ka p r o c e s s o r s ;  and
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WHEREAS  the r e f l a g g i n g  of  f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  could p r e v e n t  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t s  froa g a i n i n g  entry i n t o  the  f o r e i g n  m a r k e t ;  

and

WHEREAS the r e f l a g g i n g  of  f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  would i m p e d e  the  

formation of  c a p i t a l  i n  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  for i n v e s t m e n t  i n  p r o c e s s i n g  

v e s s e l s  b u i l t  i n  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  and

WHEREAS the r e f l a g g i n g  of  f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  would b e  a d e t e r ­

rent to the  employment of  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  labor f o r c e ;  and

WHEREAS  the North P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  Management C o u n c il  has  unanimously

endorsed the c a l l  for a s o l u t i o n  to the  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o b l em  o f  r e f l a g g i n g  

f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  by the  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the  C o n g r e s s  of  

the U n it e d  S t a t e s  i s  urgently r e q u e s t e d  to p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  that would 

p r e v en t the f o r e i g n  t a k e - o v e r  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f i s h e r i e s  through u s e  of  the  

r e f l a g g i n g  m e c h a n i s m .

C O P I E S  of  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  to the  Honorable G e or ge  B u s h ,  

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

S e n a t e ;  the Honorable Joh n S t e n n i s ,  P r e s i d e n t  pro tempore  o f  the  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  S e n a t e ;  the  Honorable Robert B y r d ,  S e n a t e  M a jo r i t y  L e a d e r ;  the  

Honorable J i m  W r i g h t ,  S p e a k e r  o f  the H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  the  Honor­

a b l e  E r n e s t  H o i l i n g s ,  Ch airman,  S e n a t e  Co mm er ce ,  S c i e n c e ,  and T r a n sp o r t a ­

t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ;  the  Honorable Walt er  B .  J o n e s ,  Chairman,  H o u s e  Merchant  

Mari ne  and F i s h e r i e s  C o m m i t t e e ;  the  Honorable  T e d  S t e v e n s  and th e  Honorable  

Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and th e  Honorable  Don Young,  U . S .  R e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e ,  m em b er s  o f  the  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s ;  and to Mr.  J a m e s  

C a m p b e l l ,  Chairman o f  the  North P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  Management C o u n c i l .
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