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BY D A V I D S O N ,  G R U S S E N D O R F ,  

HERRMANN,  SU N D ,  C AT O ,

G O L L ,  H U D S O N ,  SWACKHAMMER,

1  I N  T H E  H O U S E  E L L I S  AND BOUCHER

2 S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  FOR  H O U SE  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  5

3  I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to the  r e f l a g g i n g  of f o r e i g n

6 f i s h  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s .

7 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

8 W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  making p r o g r e s s  toward the  goal of f u l l

9 u s e  o f  t h e  g r o u n d fi sh  r e s o u r c e s  o f f  the  c o a s t  o f  A l a s k a ;  and

1 0  W HE R E AS  the gr o u n d fi sh  p r o c e s s i n g  c a p a c i t y  of  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p r o c e s s i n g

1 1  p l a n t s  h a s  b e e n  u nab le  to k e e p  p a c e  w it h  th e  g r o u n d f i sh  h a r v e s t i n g  c a p a c i t y

1 2  of  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f i s h e r m e n ,  which i s  s u p p o r t e d  lar gely by f o r e i g n  p r o c e s -

1 3  s o r s ;  and

1 4  W H E R E A S  f e d e r a l  law allows f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s o r s  to " r e f l a g " ,  i . e . ,

1 5  document f o r e i g n - b u i l t  v e s s e l s  as U n i t e d  S t a t e s  v e s s e l s ;  and

1 6  W H E R E A S  a lo oph ole  i n  the  v e s s e l  o w n e r s h i p  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  f e d e r a l

1 7  documentation laws allows f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s o r s  to r e t a i n  e f f e c t i v e  control of

1 8  a r e f l a g g e d  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l  by s e t t i n g  up  a dummy U . S .  c o r p o r a t i o n ;  and

1 9  W H E R E A S  s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  r e f l a g g i n g  a re  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d ;

2 0  and

2 1  W H E R E A S  c o n t i n u i n g  to allow the  r e f l a g g i n g  of  f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g

2 2  v e s s e l s  would harm U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p r o c e s s o r s  by h i n d e r i n g  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to

2 3  reach th e  goal of  f u l l  u s e  of  the g r o u n d f i s h  r e s o u r c e s ;  and

2 4  W HE R E AS  r e f l a g g e d  f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  could d e st ro y A la s k a n

2 5  s h o r e - b a s e d  p r o c e s s i n g ,  which i s  the ec o n o m i c  b a s i s  of  many Al as ka n c o a s t a l

2 6  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  by in v a d i n g  the salmon,  c r a b ,  h a l i b u t ,  s h r i m p ,  and other

2 7  f i s h e r i e s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  r e l i e d  upon by A l a s k a  p r o c e s s o r s ;  and

2 8  W H E R E A S  the  r e f l a g g i n g  o f  f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  could p r e v e n t
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U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t s  from g a i n i n g  entry into the f o r e i g n  market;  

and

WHEREAS the r e f l a g g i n g  of fo r e ig n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  would im pe d e  the  

formation of c a p i t a l  i n  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  for  in vest me nt i n  p r o c e s s i n g  

v e s s e l s  b u i l t  i n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  and

WHEREAS the r e f l a g g i n g  of fo r e ig n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  would b e  a d e t e r ­

rent to the employment of the  Un it e d  S t a t e s  lab oT f o r c e ;  and

WHEREAS the North P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  Management Council  has unanimously  

endorsed the cal l  for a s o l u t i o n  to the s i g n i f i c a n t  problem of r e fl a gg in g  

f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  by the A la s ka  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the Congress  of  

th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s  i s  urgently r e qu e st e d  to p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  that would 

p r e v e n t  the f o r e i g n  t a k e - o v e r  of Un ite d S t a t e s  f i s h e r i e s  through u s e  of the  

r e f l a g g i n g  me ch ani sm .

C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  shall  be  s e n t  to the Honorable George  B u s h ,  

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

S e n a t e ;  the Honorable John S t e n n i s ,  P r e s i d e n t  pro tempore of the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  S e n a t e ;  the Honorable J i m  Wright ,  S p e a k e r  of the House  of R e p r e s e n ­

t a t i v e s ;  the Honorable E r n e s t  H o l l i n g s ,  C hai rm an,  Se n ate  Commerce ,  S c i e n c e ,  

and Transpo rta tio n C o m m i t t e e ;  the Honorable T e d  S t e v e n s  and the Honorable  

Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and the Honorable  Don Young, U . S .  R e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e ,  members of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s ;  and to Mr.  J a m e s  

C a m p b e l l ,  Chairman of the  North P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  Management C o u n c i l .
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