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BY D A V I D S O N ,  GRUSSE ND ORF ,  

HERRMANN, SUN D,  CAT O ,  G O L L ,

1  IN  THE  HOUSE  HUDSON,  SWACKHAMMER AND E L L I S

2  HOUSE  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO.  5

3  IN  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

A F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5  R e l a t i n g  to the r e fl a g g i n g  of fo r e ig n

6 f i s h  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s .

7 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

8 WHEREAS the United S t a t e s  i s  making p r o g r e s s  toward the goal of f u l l

9 use  of the groundfish r e so ur c es  o f f  the coast  of A l a s k a ;  and

1 0  WHEREAS the groundfish p r o c e s s i n g  c a p a ci ty  of U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p r o c e s s i n g

1 1  plants  has b e e n  unable to k e e p  p ac e  with the groundfish h ar v es t i ng  c apa ci ty

1 2  of Un ited S t a t e s  f i s h e r m e n ,  which i s  suppor ted  largely by fo r e ig n  p r o c e s -

1 3  s o r s ;  and

1 4  WHEREAS federa l  law allows f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s o r s  to " r e f l a g " ,  i . e . ,

1 5  document f o r e i g n - b u i l t  v e s s e l s  as U n it e d  S t a t e s  v e s s e l s ,  so long as the

1 6  v e s s e l  owners meet the U n it e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s h i p  r eq ui r em en ts  of 4 6  U . S . C .

1 7  1 2 1 0 2 ;  and

1 8  WHEREAS se v e r a l  op er a t io n s  in v o l v in g  r efla g gi ng  are b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d ;

1 9  and

20  WHEREAS continuing to allow the r e fl a g g i n g  o f  fo re ig n p r o c e s s i n g

2 1  v e s s e l s  would harm Un it ed  S t a t e s  p r o c e s s o r s  by h i n d e r in g  t h e ir  e f f o r t s  to

2 2  reach the goal of full  u s e  of the gr oundfish r e s o u r c e s ;  and

2 3  WHEREAS reflagged f o r e ig n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  could destroy Alaskan

2 4  sh o r e -b a s e d  p r o c e s s i n g ,  which i s  the economic b a s i s  of  many Alaskan coastal

2 5  c o m m u n it ie s ,  by invading the salmon,  cra b ,  h a l i b u t ,  s h r i m p ,  and other

2 6  f i s h e r i e s  tra d it io na lly  r e l i e d  upon by A la sk a p r o c e s s o r s ;  and

2 7  WHEREAS the  re fla g g in g  of f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  could p re v en t

2 8  United S t a t e s  p r o c e s s i n g  p la n t s  from g a in in g  entry in t o  the fo r e ig n  mark et ;

2 9  and
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WHEREAS the r e f l a g g i n g  of  f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  would i m p e d e  the  

formation of  c a p i t a l  i n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  for i n v e s t m e n t  i n  p r o c e s s i n g  

v e s s e l s  b u i l t  i n  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  and

WHEREAS the r e f l a g g i n g  of  f o r e i g n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  would b e  a d e t e r ­

rent to the  employment of  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  labor f o r c e ;  and

WHEREAS the North P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  Management C o u n c il  has unanimously  

endorsed the  call  for a s o l u t i o n  to the  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o b l em  of  r e f l a g g i n g  

f o r e ig n  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the C o n g r e ss  of  

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  urgently r e q u e s t e d  to p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e t r o a c t i v e  to 

January 1 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  p r o h i b i t i n g  the r e f l a g g i n g  of f o r e i g n  f i s h  p r o c e s s i n g  

v e s s e l s  so  that v e s s e l s  documented as  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p r o c e s s i n g  v e s s e l s  must 

b e  b u i l t  i n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  to the Honorable George  B u s h ,  

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

S e n a t e ;  the Honorable John S t e n n i s ,  P r e s i d e n t  P r o - t e m p o r e  of the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  S e n a t e ;  the Honorable J i m  W r i g h t ,  S p e a k e r  of  the House  of  R e p r e s e n ­

t a t i v e s ;  the Honorable E r n e s t  H o l l i n g s ,  Chairman,  S e n a t e  Commerce ,  S c i e n c e ,  

and Tr a n sp o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ;  the Honorable Te d  S t e v e n s  and the Honorable  

Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and the Honorable Don Young, U . S .  R e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e ,  members of  the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s ;  and to Mr.  J a m e s  

C a m p b e l l ,  Chairman of  the North P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  Management C o u n c i l .
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