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Referred: Health, Education &
Social Services and Judiciary

5-1474A

IN THE H O U S E  BY COLLINS AND PHILLIPS

H O U S E  B ILL NO. 503 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U RE  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SEC O N D  SESSION 

A BILL

Fo r  an Act entitled: "An act r e l a t i n g  to the duties of public authorities

during investigations c o n ducted for the protection of 

c h i l d r e n . "

B E  IT E N A CT E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

* Section 1. PURPOSE. In d i r e c t i n g that a law enforcement officer or 

employee or state e m p loyee tape or videotape the interview of a child 

alleged to have b e e n  ha r m e d  by abuse that is conducted during the course of 

an investigation, it is the purp os e  of this Act to obtain from the child a 

record of i n f o r m a t i o n  about the alleged abuse once for later use by all 

parties c o n cerned about the alle g e d  abuse in o rder to spare the child the 

ordeal of repe t i t i v e investigatory interviews.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 2 5  is amended by adding new subsections to read:

(c) W h e n  condu ct i n g  an investigation of the alleged har m  to a 

child from abuse, an officer or employee of a law enforcement agency 

or an employee of the d epartment that interviews the child who is the 

alleged v i c t i m  shall

(1) v i d e o t a p e  the interview, if the officer or employee 

reasonably b e l i e v e s  that the child cannot provide verbal responses to 

questions put to the child du r i n g the interview; or

(2) mak e  a tape recording of the interview, if the officer 

or emplo y e e  reaso n a b l y  believes that the child can provide verbal 

responses to que s t i on s  put to the child d u r i n g  the interview.

(d) Th e  t a pe d  or v i d e o t a p e d  record of the interview made under

(c) of this s e c ti o n
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1 (1) is evidence subject to disclosure to the defendant or

2 the defendant's attorney under applicable rules of criminal procedure

3 relating to discovery of evidence;

4 (2) may not be used or substituted for the videotape of

5 testimony of the child authorized by AS 12.45.047 for use during

6 trial.
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