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1  I N  T H E  H O U S E  BY TH E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

2  C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  5 0 1  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

3  I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5  A  B I L L

6  F o r  an A ct  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n ' s  C o m m i s -

7 s i o n ;  and p r o v i d i n g  fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8  B E  I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9  *  S e c t i o n  1 .  A L A S K A  C H I L D R E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N .  ( a )  T h e  A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n ' s

1 0  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  the  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Gover nor .

1 1  ( b )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  the  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s :

1 2  ( 1 )  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d e s i g n a t e d  by the  governor from the  D e p a r t -

1 3  ment of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  the Departm ent  o f  Community and R e g i o n -

1 4  al  A f f a i r s ,  the  Departm ent  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  and the  Department of E d u c a -

1 5  t i o n ;

1 6  ( 2 )  a member of  the s e n a t e  a p p o i n t e d  by th e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  the

1 7  s e n a t e ;

1 8  ( 3 )  a member of  the h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a p p o i n t e d  by the

1 9  s p e a k e r  o f  the  h o u s e ;

2 0  ( 4 )  s i x  p u b l i c  members a p p o i n t e d  by the governor who are  i n -

2 1  v o l v e d  w it h  c h i l d r e n  and i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  c h i l d r e n ;

2 2  ( 5 )  one member a p p o i n t e d  by the  governor who i s  not more than 2 1

2 3  y e a r s  o f  age  and who s e r v e s  u n t i l  the  member r e a c h e s  th e  age of 2 2  y e a r s .

2 4  ( c )  A  vacancy on the  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  i n  the  same manner as

2 5  the  o r i g i n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  or d e s i g n a t i o n .

2 6  ( d )  T h e  mem be rs  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  who ar e  a p p o i n t e d  by the  governor

2 7  under ( b ) ( 4 )  and ( 5 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s e r v e  without c o m p e n s a t i o n  for t h e i r

2 8  s e r v i c e  on th e  c o m m i s s i o n  but are  e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  and t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s

2 9  auth or iz ed by law for c o m m i s s i o n s  under A S  3 9 . 2 0 . 1 8 0 .
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1  ( e )  Th e  members of the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  e l e c t  one o f  the  members  as

2  c h a ir  and may e l e c t  other c o m m i s s i o n  o f f i c e r s  as n e c e s s a r y .

3  *  S e c .  2 .  D U T I E S  O F  C O M M I S S I O N ,  ( a )  The  c o m m i s s i o n  sh a ll

4  ( 1 )  engage i n  a c ont in ui ng r e v i e w  of the n e e d s  of and problems

5  f a c in g  c h i l d r e n  and d e v e l o p  e f f e c t i v e ,  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  and coordinated

6 s t r a t e g i e s  to addre ss  th ose  n e e d s  and p r o b l e m s ;

7 ( 2 )  s e r v e  as  an advocate  for the  i n t e r e s t s  of  c h i l d r e n ;

8  ( 3 )  d e f i n e  the im m e d i a t e  s e r v i c e  n e e d s  of  c h i l d r e n ;

9 ( 4 )  d e v e l o p  minimum standards for care a v a i l a b l e  to c h il d r en  and

1 0  f a m i l i e s  i n  the  areas  of c hi l d  c a r e ,  h e a l t h ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  parent and

1 1  s t a f f  t r a i n i n g ,  n u t r i t i o n ,  mental h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and employment of youth;

1 2  ( 5 )  i d e n t i f y  s p e c i f i c  goals and s t r a t e g i e s  to a c h i e v e  a minimum

1 3  standard for care of c h i l d r e n ,  i n c l u d in g  s t a t e  funding p r i o r i t i e s  for

1 4  p r e v e n t i o n  and early i n t e r v e n t i o n  s e r v i c e s  to meet the n e e d s  of c h il d r e n ;

1 5  ( 6 )  i d e n t i f y  the current l e v e l  of s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  and gaps

1 6  and o v e r l a p s  i n  s e r v i c e s  to c h i l d r e n ;

1 7  ( 7 )  d e v e l o p  and recommend adoption of a p r o c e s s  for monitoring

1 8  and e v a l u a t in g  c h i l d r e n ' s  progr am s ,  with e m p h a s i s  on p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  coor-

1 9  d in a te d  p e e r  r e v ie w  and program enhancement ;

2 0  ( 8 )  p r o v id e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for the p u b l i c  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the

2 1  pl a n n in g  and development of c h i l d r e n ' s  programs through p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,

2 2  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e s ,  and local community programs ;

2 3  ( 9 )  mee t  with s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  and members of ad visory com mi tte es

2 4  to s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  that are r e s p o n s i b l e  for the e x p e n d i t u r e  of s t a t e  and

2 5  f e d e r a l  funds or for other ma t te rs  on b e h a l f  of c h i l d r e n ;

2 6  ( 1 0 )  r e c e i v e  from s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s ,  members of s t a t e  advisory

2 7  c o m m i t t e e s ,  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the s t a t e  court s y s t e m ,  and

2 8  p r o v i d e r s  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  s e r v i c e s  r e q u e s t s  for r e v i e w  and recommendations by

2 9  the  c o m m i s s i o n  on matters r e l a t e d  to c h i l d r e n ;
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1  ( 1 1 )  s e r v e  as  a s t a t e w i d e  c l e a r in g h o u s e  for model programs and

2  r e s o u r c e s  for t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  fo r  c h i l d r e n ' s  pro gra ms ;

3  ( 1 2 )  advocate  s t u d i e s  and b a s i c  data c o l l e c t i o n  on c h i l d r e n ;

4  ( 1 3 )  in for m leaders  of  the  b u s i n e s s  community,  edu cat io n com-

5  m u n i t y ,  and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  and the communications  m e d ia  o f  the nature and

6 s c o p e  of pro blems  fa c ed  by c h i l d r e n ,  i n  order to encourage t h e i r  sup por t

7 for impr ovi ng the  d e l i v e r y  of s e r v i c e s  to c h il d r en  and s t a t e  b ud g e ti ng

8  p r o c e s s e s  and s t a t e  p o l i c i e s  conc ernin g c h i l d r e n .

9  ( b )  I n  formulating the s t r a t e g y  to a d d r e s s  the n e e d s  of and p ro bl em s

1 0  f a c i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  the c o m m i ss i o n  s h a l l  s e e k  a d v i c e  and in format ion from

1 1  c h i l d r e n ' s  s e r v i c e s  p r o v id e r s  with e x p e r t i s e  i n  c h i l d r e n ' s  mental h e a l t h ,

1 2  h e a l t h  care i n c l u d i n g  prenatal  c a r e ,  a d o le sc e n t  drug and alcohol t r e a t m e n t ,  

""N 1 3  ed uc a ti o n in c l u d in g  early childhood e d u c a t i o n ,  non pro fi t  funding s o u r c e s ,

1 4  c h i l d  abuse  and n e g l e c t ,  d o m e s t ic  v i o l e n c e ,  c h i l d  c a r e ,  d e pe n d e n c y ,  d e l i n -

1 5  quency and the j u s t i c e  s y s t e m ,  and fa m i ly  sup por t s y s t e m s .

1 6  ( c )  The c o m m i s s i o n  sh a ll  su b m i t  a report each year by the 1 5 t h  day of

1 7  the  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  to the governor and the  l e g i s l a t u r e  on the s t a t u s

1 8  of c hi ld ren i n  the  s t a t e  and recommendations for im pr o ve m en ts  for the

1 9  d e l i v e r y  of c h i l d r e n ’ s  s e r v i c e s .

20  *  S e c .  3 .  R E V I E W  OF  L AW S .  The  c o m m i s s i o n  sh a ll  r e v i e w  the  laws of the

2 1  s t a t e  with regard to matters i n v o l v i n g  c h il d r e n  and s h a l l  make a report of

2 2  i t s  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations to the governor and the l e g i s l a t u r e  by

2 3  January 1 ,  1 9 9 1 .

2 4  *  S e c .  4 .  T E C H N I C A L  A S S I S T A N C E  AND S T A F F  SUP POR T TO THE  C O M M I S S I O N .

2 5  Th e  departments and a g e n c i e s  of  the  s t a t e  s h a l l  c oop er ate  with the c o m m i s -

2 6  s i o n  and s h a l l ,  s u b j e c t  to the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  fu n di ng ,  p r o v i d e  t e c h n ic a l

2 7  a s s i s t a n c e  and s t a f f  support to the  c o m m i s s i o n  upon the  r e qu e st  of  the

2 8  c o m m i s s i o n .

2 9  *  S e c .  5 .  POWERS OF THE  C O M M I S S I O N .  Th e  c o m m i s s i o n  mayo
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(1) u t i l i z e  legal, technical, secretarial, and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

services as ma y  b e  p r o v i d e d  by the g o v e r n o r and the legislative council;

(2) u t i l i z e  v o l u n t a r y  and un c o m p e n s a t e d  services of p r i v a t e  

persons and o r g a n i z a t io n s  as may be m ad e  ava i l ab l e  to the commission;

(3) h o l d  p u b l i c  hearings;

(4) a p p l y  for an d  receive grants fro m pub l i c  and priv a t e  f u n d i n g  

sources, as m ay  as s i s t the commission in f u l f il l i n g  its duties;

(5) h i r e  staff as n e c essary to p e r f o r m  the duties of the c o m m i s­

sion; and

(6) t ake o t h e r  actions reasonably n e c e s s a r y  to achieve the 

purposes of the commission.

* Sec. 6. T h i s  Act is repealed D e c ember 31, 1991.

* Sec. 7. T his Act takes effect January 31, 1989.
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