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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  Adams, T a y l o r
and Koponen

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
1 IN  THE HOUSE SOCIAL SERV ICES  COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR HOUSE B I L L  NO. 345 (HESS)

3 IN  THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 F IF TEEN TH  LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESS ION

5 A B I L L

6 F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to  c o r o n e r s '  i n q u e s t s . "

7 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 12 .65 .020 i s  amended t o  r e ad :

9 S e c .  12 .65 .020 . D U T IE S .  £ a )  When a p e r s o n  d i e s  un a t tend ed  by a

10 p h y s i c i a n ,  o r  when no p h y s i c i a n  i s  p r ep ar ed  to  e x e cu t e  the  c e r t i f i c a t e

11 o f  d e a th  p r e s c r i b e d  by AS 18.50 ( V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  A c t ) [THE V ITA L

12 S TA T IS T IC S  A C T ] ,  the  c o r o n e r  a s s i g n e d  t o  s e r v e  th e  p l a c e  where the

13 d ea th  o c c u r s  may, by w r i t t e n  o r d e r ,  d i r e c t  a m e d i c a l  exam iner t o  v ie w

14 the  remains o f  the  d e c e a s e d  p e r son  and to  per form  the  p o s t  mortem

15 e x am in a t io n ,  i n c l u d i n g  an a u t o p s y ,  n e c e s s a r y  t o  make a p roper  d e t e r -

16 m in a t i o n  o f  the  c au se  o f  d ea th  and t o  e x e cu te  th e  p r e s c r i b e d  d e a th

17 c e r t i f i c a t e .  When the  me d i c a l  exam iner  ha s  c om p le ted  [UPON THE COM-

18 PLET ION  OF] the  e x am in a t io n ,  the  exam iner  s h a l l ,  w i t h o u t  d e l a y ,  subm it

19 a r ep o r t  o f  the  f i n d i n g s  and c o n c l u s i o n s  t o  th e  c o r o n e r .

20 (b) The  c o r o n e r  may [SHALL] o r d e r  an in q u e s t  under  t h i s  c h a p te r

21 i f  the  f i n d i n g s  and c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  th e  m e d i c a l  exam in er ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h

22 o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  to  th e  c o r o n e r ,  w arran t  th e  i n q u e s t .

23 O th e rw is e  th e  c o r o n e r  s h a l l  e n t e r  an o rd e r  d i s p e n s i n g  w i t h  th e  in q u e s t

24 and s h a l l  r e c o rd  the  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  d e a th  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  by law .

25 * S e c .  2. AS 12 .65 .040 i s  r ep e a le d  and r e e n a c t e d  t o  read :

26 S e c .  12 .65 .040 . INQUIRY INTO  CAUSE OF DEATH. (a) When i n -

27 formed t h a t  a p e r s o n  has been k i l l e d  by a n o th e r  o r  ha s  d i e d  under  c i r -

28 cum stances t h a t  a f f o r d  a r e a s o n a b le  ground t o  s u s p e c t  th a t  t h e  d e a th

29 i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a cr ime or  s u i c i d e ,  th e  c o r o n e r  may i n q u i r e  under
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1 AS 12.65.050 -  12.65.090 i n t o  the cau se  and manner o f  d e a th .

2 (b) I n  d e c i d i n g  w he ther  to  conduct  an i n q u e s t ,  t h e  co ron er  s h a l l

3 make a p r e l im in a r y  ex am in a t io n  or  d i r e c t  a peace  o f f i c e r  to  conduct

4 the ex am in a t io n  and r ep o r t  f i n d in g s .  On th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  p r e l im in a r y

5 ex am in a t ion ,  th e  c o ron er  s h a l l  d e te rm ine  whether  an in q u e s t  i s  w ar -

6 ranted  and , i f  w a r r an te d ,  conduct the  i n q u e s t .

7 ( c )  T h i s  s e c t i o n  d oes  not app ly  i f  the  d ea th  w i l l  be i n q u i r e d

8 in t o  by a g rand  ju r y .
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