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1 IN  THE HOUSE BY ADAMS AND TAYLOR

2 HOUSE B I L L  NO . 345

3 IN  THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 F IF T E EN TH  LEG ISLA TURE  -  SECOND S ES S ION

5 A B I L L

6 F o r  an  A ct  e n t i t l e d :  "An  Act r e l a t i n g  t o  c o r o n e r s '  i n q u e s t s ;  and  p r o v i d i n g

7 f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATURE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 *  S e c t i o n  1. AS 12 .65 .020 i s  amended t o  r e ad :

10 S e c .  12 .65 .020 . D U T IE S .  When a p e r s o n  d i e s  u n a t t e n d e d  by a

11 p h y s i c i a n ,  o r  when no p h y s i c i a n  i s  p r e p a r e d  t o  e x e c u t e  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e

12 o f  d e a t h  p r e s c r i b e d  by AS 18.50 ( V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  A c t )  [THE V I T A L

13 S T A T I S T I C S  A C T ] , th e  c o r o n e r  a s s i g n e d  t o  s e r v e  th e  p l a c e  w here  th e

14 d e a t h  o c c u r s  may, by w r i t t e n  o r d e r ,  d i r e c t  a m e d i c a l  ex am in er  t o  v i e w

15 t h e  rem a in s  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  and  t o  p e r fo rm  th e  p o s t  mortem

16 e x a m in a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  an a u t o p s y ,  n e c e s s a r y  t o  make a  p r o p e r  d e t e r -

17 m in a t i o n  o f  th e  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h  and  t o  e x e cu t e  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  d e a t h

18 c e r t i f i c a t e .  Upon  th e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  th e  e x a m in a t i o n ,  t h e  ex am in er

19 s h a l l ,  w i t h o u t  d e l a y ,  subm it a r e p o r t  o f  th e  f i n d i n g s  and c o n c l u s i o n s

20 t o  th e  c o r o n e r .  The  c o r o n e r  may [SHALL] o r d e r  an  i n q u e s t  u n d e r  t h i s

21 c h a p t e r  i f  th e  f i n d i n g s  and c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  e x am in e r ,

22 t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  c o r o n e r ,  w a r r a n t  t h e

23 i n q u e s t .  O t h e r w i s e  th e  c o r o n e r  s h a l l  e n t e r  an  o r d e r  d i s p e n s i n g  w i t h

24 th e  in q u e s t  and  s h a l l  r e c o r d  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  d e a t h  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  by

25 law .

26 * S e c .  2. AS 12 .65 .040  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

27 S e c .  12 .65 .040 . INQU IRY  IN TO  CAUSE OF DEATH. When [TH E  CORONER

28 SHALL, WHEN] in form ed  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  h a s  b e en  k i l l e d  by  a n o t h e r  o r  h a s

29 s u d d e n ly  d i e d  under  su ch  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s  t o  a f f o r d  a  r e a s o n a b l e
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g round  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  d e a t h  h a s  b e e n  o c c a s i o n e d  by  c r im i n a l  means 

o r  t h e  p e r s o n  h a s  com m itted  s u i c i d e ,  t h e  c o r o n e r  may i n q u i r e  by th e

i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  a  j u r y  i n t o  t h e  c a u s e  and manner o f  t h e  d e a t h ,  and

s h a l l  p e r fo rm  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  d u t i e s  i n  t h e  manner p r e s c r i b e d  by l a w ,  

u n l e s s  t h e  d e a t h  i s  o r  w i l l  be i n q u i r e d  i n t o  by th e  g r an d  j u r y ,  i n  

w h i c h  c a s e  an  i n q u e s t  by j u r y  under  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d .  T h e

c o r o n e r  s h a l l  go t o  th e  p l a c e  where t h e  dead  p e r s o n  i s ,  o r ,  i n  t h e

a l t e r n a t i v e ,  a r r an g e  f o r  a  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  t o  do  s o  and  r e p o r t  p e a c e  

o f f i c e r ' s  f i n d i n g s  t o  t h e  c o r o n e r ,  on  th e  b a s i s  o f  w h i c h  t h e  c o r o n e r  

.may p r o c e e d  w i t h  an in q u e s t  i f  an i n q u e s t  i s  w a r r a n t e d .

* S e c .  3. T h i s  A ct  t a k e s  e f f e c t  im m e d ia t e ly  u n d e r  AS 0 1 .1 0 .0 7 0 ( c )
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