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1  I N  T H E  HO U SE  BY SWACKHAMMER

2  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  3 2 3

3  I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5  A B I L L

6 F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to t e s t i m o n y  of c h il d r e n  i n  c e r t a i n

7 c r i m i n a l  p r o c e e d i n g s ;  and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e

8 d a t e . "

9 B E  I T  E N AC TE D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

1 0  *  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  1 2 . 4 5  i s  amended by adding a new s e c t i o n  to read :

1 1  S e c .  1 2 . 4 5 . 0 4 6 .  T E S T I M O N Y  O F  C H I L D R E N  I N  C R I M I N A L  P R O C E E D I N G S .

1 2  I n  a c r i m i n a l  p r o c e e d i n g  i n v o l v i n g  th e  p r o s e c u t i o n  of  an o f f e n s e

1 3  committed a g a i n s t  a c h i l d  under the  age  of  1 3 ,  or w i t n e s s e d  by a c h i l d

1 4  under the  age  of 1 3 ,  the  cou rt ,  on mo t io n of  the  p r o s e c u t i o n ,  may

1 5  order that the  t e s t i m o n y  of  the c h i l d  b e  taken i n  a room other than

1 6  the  courtroom and b e  t e l e v i s e d  by c l o s e d  c i r c u i t  eq ui p me nt  i n  the

1 7  courtroom to b e  v i e w e d  by the d e f e n d a n t ,  the c ou r t ,  and the f i n d e r  of

1 8  fact i n  the  p r o c e e d i n g .  Only the  att or ney s  for the  defendant and for

1 9  the  s t a t e ,  p e r s o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to o p e r a t e  the  e q u i p m e n t ,  and any p e r s o n

20 whose p r e s e n c e  would c o n tr ib u t e  to th e  w e l f a r e  and w e l l - b e i n g  o f  the

2 1  c h i l d  may b e  p r e s e n t  i n  the  room d ur in g the c h i l d ' s  t e s t i m o n y .  Only

2 2  the att orneys  may q u e s t i o n  the c h i l d .  Th e  p e r s o n s  o p e r a t i n g  the

2 3  e q u ip m e n t  s h a l l  b e  c o n f i n e d  to an a d ja c e n t  room or b e h in d  a p a r t i t i o n

2 4  that p e r m i t s  them to s e e  and hear th e  c h i l d ' s  t e s t im o n y  but d o e s  not

2 5  p e r m i t  the  c h i l d  to s e e  or hear t h e m .  T h e  defendant s h a l l  b e  a ff o r d e d

2 6  a means of  communicating with the  d e f e n d a n t ' s  attorney throughout the

2 7  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  and ,  upon r e q u e s t  o f  the  defendant or the d e f e n d a n t ' s

2 8  a tt or n e y ,  r e c e s s e s  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  to allow them to c o n f e r .

2 9  *  S e c .  2 .  A S  1 2 . 4 5 . 0 4 7  and 1 2 . 4 5 . 0 4 8  are  r e p e a l e d .
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1  *  S e c .  3 .  S e c t i o n  1  of t h i s  Act i s  r e t r o a c t i v e  and a p p l i e s  i n  c r i m i n a l

2 p r o c e e d i n g s  i n v o l v i n g  the p r o s e c u t i o n  of  an o f f e n s e  committed b e f o r e  the

3  e f f e c t i v e  date of  t h i s  A c t .

4 *  S e c .  4 .  T h i s  Act ta k es  e f f e c t  i m m e d ia t e l y  under A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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