
B Y  F E R G U S O N  B Y  R E Q U E S T

S E N A T E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 9 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to e l e c t r i c a l  u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  

a n d  s a f e t y .

B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  S E N ATE:

W H E R E A S  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  is a m a t t e r  of  s e v e r a l  

e l e c t r i c a l  u t i l i t i e s ,  I n c l u d i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  V i l l a g e  E l e c t r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n

10  a n d  N a k n e k  E l e c t r i c ,  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  b u s h  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  i n a d e q u a t e

1 1  s e r v i c e ;  a n d

12 W H E R E A S  t h e s e  e l e c t r i c a l  u t i l i t i e s  h a v e  o v e r l o a d e d  l i n e s  r e s u l t i n g  i n

13 i n a d e q u a t e  a n d  i r r e g u l a r  v o l t a g e s ;  a n d

14  W H E R E A S  t h e s e  e l e c t r i c a l  u t i l i t i e s  h a v e  i n a d e q u a t e l y  m a i n t a i n e d  g e n -

15 e r a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  f i r e  h a z a r d s  a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  o u t a g e s ;  a n d

16 W H E R E A S  s e v e r a l  e l e c t r i c a l  u t i l i t i e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  b u s h  h a v e

17 m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  in s u c h  a w a y  as to c a u s e  s a f e t y  h a z a r d s  f o r

18 t he p u b l i c ;  a n d

19 W H E R E A S  t h e s e  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  h a v e  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  left o p e n  t r a n s -

2 0  f o r m e r s  i n  s c h o o l  y a r d s  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  p l a c e s ,  t h u s  s u b j e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c

2 1  to d a n g e r o u s l y  h i g h  v o l t a g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  7 , 2 0 0  v o l t s ;  a n d

22  W H E R E A S  t h e s e  e l e c t r i c a l  u t i l i t i e s  h a v e  a l l o w e d  e x p o s e d  l i v e  c a b l e s  i n

23  t he v i c i n i t y  of s t r e e t s  a n d  r i g h t s  of  way ,  thus s u b j e c t i n g  p e d e s t r i a n  a n d

2 4  v e h i c l e  t r a f f i c  t o  u n n e c e s s a r y  r i s k s ;  a n d

25  W H E R E A S  t h e s e  e l e c t r i c a l  u t i l i t i e s  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  s e c u r i t y

26 f o r  t h e i r  g e n e r a t i o n  p l a n s ,  t h u s  a l l o w i n g  t h e  p u b l i c ,  i n c l u d i n g  c h i l d r e n ,

27 a c c e s s  t o  d a n g e r o u s  e q u i p m e n t ;  a n d

28 W H E R E A S  t h e s e  e l e c t r i c a l  u t i l i t i e s  h a v e  i n a d e q u a t e l y  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r

29 g e n e r a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  p l a n t s ,  t h u s  r e s u l t i n g  in f ire h a z a r d s  a n d  f i r e s ;  a n d
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1 WHEREAS the Fourth Annuel North and Northwest Alaska Mayeti' Confer-

2 k n e e  i s s u e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  o n e  Alaska bUsh e l e c t r i c  U t i l i t y  t o

3 provide better service in north and northwest Alaska; and

4 WHEREAS the Alaska Public Utilities Commission has jurisdiction to

3 require electric utilities to provide safe and adequate service;

6 Re IT RESOLVED that the Senate requests the Alaska Public Utilities

7 Commission to investigate, adopt regulations, arid take other necessary

8 action to ensure that all Alaska electrical utilities with more than 200

9 c u s t o m e r s  p r o v i d e  s a f e  a n d  a d e q u a t e  s e r v i c e .
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