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I n t r o d u c e d :  4 / 2 3/86
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 50 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T ATE O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to th e  i n c i d e n t a l  c a t c h  o f  

h i g h - v a l u e  fis h  s t o c k s  w i t h i n  the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  e x c l u s i v e  e c o n o m i c  zone.

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L ASKA:

W H E R E A S  art. V I II, sec. 2, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t ate of A l a s k a ,  r e ­

q u i r e s  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to p r o v i d e  f or the u t i l i z a t i o n ,  d e v e l­

op m e n t ,  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  of a ll n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  b e l o n g i n g  to the s t a t e  

f o r  the m a x i m u m  b e n e f i t  of th e  p e o p l e  of the state; a nd

W H E R E A S  fi s h e r i e s  are A l a s k a ' s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r e n e w a b l e  n a t u r a l  r e ­

sour c e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the salmon, h a l i b u t ,  a n d  c r a b  fi s h e r i e s  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

p r o v i d e d  a m a j o r  s o urce of e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  inco m e  for A l a s k a  fi s h e r m e n ;  a n d  

W H E R E A S  the h a r v e s t a b l e  s u r p l u s  of e v e r y  s a l m o n  s t o c k  of  A l a s k a  o r i­

gin, a nd of h a l i b u t  and crab, a r e  f u l l y  u s e d  by U n i t e d  S t a t e s  fi s h e r m e n ;  

a n d

W H E R E A S  t r a w l e r s  i n c i d e n t a l l y  h a r v e s t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  of s a l m o n  

o f  A l a s k a  origin, a nd of  h a l i b u t ,  crab, a n d  o t h e r  h i g h - v a l u e  s p e c i e s  w o r t h  

m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  w h i l e  t a r g e t i n g  g r o u n d f i s h  in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e x c l u­

s i v e  e c o n o m i c  zone; and

W H E R E A S  the i n c i d e n t a l  h a r v e s t  of s a l m o n  of A l a s k a  o r igin, a n d  of  

h a l i b u t  a n d  crab, by g r o u n d f i s h  t r a w l e r s  in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e x c l u s i v e  

e c o n o m i c  zone is a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  r e s o urce; a nd

W H E R E A S  at t i mes th e  i n c i d e n t a l  c a t c h  of h i g h - v a l u e  s p e c i e s  b y  g r o u n d­

f i s h  t r a w l e r s  in t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e x c l u s i v e  e c o n o m i c  z o n e  h as e x c e e d e d  the 

c a t c h  of these s p e cies a l l o c a t e d  f o r  A l a s k a  fis h e r m e n ;  a n d
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1 W H E R E A S  the i n c i d e n t a l  c a t c h  of s a l m o n  of A l a s k a  o r i g i n  and o f  hali-

2 but, crab, a n d  o t h e r  h i g h - v a l u e  species s i g n i f i c a n t l y  an d  a d v e r s e l y  affect

3 A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e m  for t h e i r  livelihood, p a r t i c u l a r l y

4 r e s i d e n t s  of  v i l l a g e s  in w e s t e r n  Alaska, m a n y  of w h o m  h a v e  a n n u a l  incomes

5 that a v e r a g e  b e l o w  f e d e r a l  p o v e r t y  gui d e l i n e s ;  a nd

6 W H E R E A S  U n i t e d  Stat e s  f i s h e r m e n  are b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n v o l v e d  in

7 the h a r v e s t  of g r o u n d f i s h  in  the U n i t e d  Stat e s  e x c l u s i / e  e c o n o m i c  zone; and

8 W H E R E A S  it is in the b e s t  i n t erest of t he s t ate to support the in-

9 v o l v e m e n t  of U n i t e d  S t ates t r a w l e r s  in the b o t t o m - f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  and to

10 a s sure tha t  the f i s h e r y  is d e v e l o p e d  in a m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  m a i n t a i n -

11 ing and p r o t e c t i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  fisheries; and

12 W H E R E A S  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a n e w  f i s h e r y  for U n i t e d  S t a t e s  trawlers

13 i n v o l v e d  in the h a r v e s t  of g r o u n d f i s h  s h o u l d  not be  at the e x p e n s e  of the

14 t r a d i t i o n a l  fi s h e r i e s  of salmon, crab, h a l ibut, a n d  o t h e r  h i g h - v a l u e  spe-

15 cies; a nd

16 W H E R E A S  the e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  the f o r e i g n  f i s h i n g  fleet has d e m o n s t r a t e d

17 the a b i l i t y  to redu c e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  the i n c i d e n t a l  c a t c h  of s a l m o n  of

18 A l a s k a  origin, h a l ibut, crab, an d  o t h e r  h i g h - v a l u e  s p e cies w i t h o u t  adverse-

19 ly a f f e c t i n g  the fishery; a nd

20 W H E R E A S  the M a g n u s o n  F i s h e r y  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  A c t  is de-

21 sign e d  to m a x i m i z e  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  to U n i t e d  S t ates c i t izens f r o m  the u s e

22 of U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f i s h e r i e s  r e s o urces; a nd

23 W H E R E A S  the M a g n u s o n  F i s h e r y  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  A c t  a s signs

24 the S e c r e t a r y  of  C o m m e r c e  a n o n d i s c r e t i o n a r y  d u t y  to e n f o r c e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s

25 of that A ct to s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  the i n c i d e n t a l  c a t c h  of s a l m o n  of

26 A l a s k a  origin, h a l ibut, crab, a nd o t h e r  h i g h - v a l u e  species b y  t r a w l e r s

27 i n v o l v e d  i n  t he h a r v e s t  of  gr o u n d f i s h ;  an d

28 W H E R E A S  t he N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l  has t h e  r e s pon-

29 s i b i l i t y  of i m p l e m e n t i n g  the M a g n u s o n  F i s h e r y  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t
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1 A c t  a n d  h as t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to i m p l e m e n t  m e a s u r e s  to s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  the

2 i n c i d e n t a l  c a t c h  of  s a l m o n  o f  A l a s k a  o r i g i n ,  h a l i b u t ,  crab, a n d  o t h e r

3 h i g h - v a l u e  s p e c i e s  by t r a w l e r s  i n v o l v e d  in t h e  h a r v e s t  of g r o u n d f i s h ;

4 B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s

5 t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  t he N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l

6 to  e n f o r c e  t he p r o v i s i o n s  of the M a g n u s o n  F i s h e r y  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  M a n a g e -

7 m e n t  A ct a n d  to t a k e  q u i c k  a n d  d e c i s i v e  a c t i o n  to s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  the

8 l e v e l  of i n c i d e n t a l  c a t c h  of s a l m o n  o f  A l a s k a  o r i g i n ,  h a l i b u t ,  crab, a n d

9 o t h e r  h i g h - v a l u e  s p e c i e s  b y  g r o u n d f i s h  t r a w l e r s  in t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e x c l u -

10 s i v e  e c o n o m i c  zone; a n d  b e  it

11 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t  t he U n i t e d  S t ates D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  the

12 N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l  a r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to

13 d e v e l o p  a n d  e n f o r c e  s p e c i f i c  m e a s u r e s  that s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  t h e  inci-

14 d e n t a l  c a t c h  of h i g h - v a l u e  s p e c i e s  b y  t r a w l e r s  a nd o t h e r  v e s s e l s  e n g a g e d  in

15 g r o u n d - f i s h i n g  that h a v e  t he least a d v e r s e  a f f e c t  o n  the a b i l i t y  o f  d o m e s -

16 t i c  t r a w l e r s  to e n g a g e  i n  t he g r o u n d - f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ;  a n d  b e  it

17 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  re-

18 q u e s t s  the G o v e r n o r  o f  A l a s k a  to a g g r e s s i v e l y  p u r s u e  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  m e a n s ,

19 i n c l u d i n g  j u d i c i a l  a c t i o n ,  of  p e r s u a d i n g  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  C o m m e r c e  a n d  the

20 N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l  to e n f o r c e  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the

21 M a g n u s o n  F i s h e r y  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a nd M a n a g e m e n t  A ct t o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e

22 t h e  i n c i d e n t a l  c a t c h  of A l a s k a  s a l m o n ,  crab, h a l i b u t ,  a nd o t h e r  h i g h - v a l u e

23 s p e c i e s  by  t h e  g r o u n d f i s h  flee t s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e x c l u s i v e

24 e c o n o m i c  zone, w i t h  t h e  l e ast a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  the a b i l i t y  of U n i t e d

25 S t a t e s  t r a w l e r s  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  th e  g r o u n d - f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ;  a n d  b e  it

26 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  the

27 G o v e r n o r  o f  A l a s k a  to a g g r e s s i v e l y  p u r s u e  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  m e a n s  o f  a s s i s t i n g

28 A l a s k a  f i s h e r m e n  w h o  a r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  g r o u n d - f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  to

29 s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t a l  h a r v e s t  of s a l mon, crab, h a l i b u t ,  a nd
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1 o t h e r  h i g h - v a l u e  s p e c i e s ,  w i t h o u t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to

2 p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  g r o u n d - f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y .

3 C O P I E S  o f  t his r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  to  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a l c o l m

4  B a l d r i g e ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Cosuserce; J i m  C a m p b e l l ,  C h a i r m a n ,  N o r t h  P a c i f i c

5 F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l ;  a n d  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e

6 H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S .  S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  U . S .

7 R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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