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1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 48

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to  the c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n  of

6 t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of  N o r t h e r n  F o r e s t r y  at

7 F a i r b a n k s  a n d  t h e  F o r e s t r y  S u r v e y  G r o u p

8 i n  A n c h o r a g e .

9 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

10 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a ,  w i t h  its a l m o s t  1 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  of f o rest land, has

11 t h e  p o t e n t i a l  to b e c o m e  a w o r l d  c l a s s  t i m b e r  p r o d u c e r ,  w i t h  20 p e r c e n t  of

12 t h e  f o r e s t s  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a tes; a n d

13 W H E R E A S  w i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  of th e  f o r e s t  lan d  in  S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a ,

14 t h e  l a r g e s t  p art of t h e  f o r e s t  l a n d  in  t h e  s t a t e  is e s s e n t i a l l y  u n d e v e l -

15 o p e d ;  a n d

16 W H E R E A S  t h e  U.S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  o n l y  c a p a b i l i t y  f o r

17 r e s e a r c h  o n  fore s t  fires, i n s e c t s  a n d  d i s e a s e ,  w a t e r s h e d ,  f o rest g e n e t i c s ,

18 s i l v i c u l t u r e ,  i n v e n t o r y ,  a n d  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  in all of N o r t h e r n  A l a s k a  a n d

19 its c a p a b i l i t y  is v i t a l  t o  the f u t u r e  o f  f o r e s t r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p r o t e c -

20 t i on; a n d

21 W H E R E A S  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  is p r e s e n t l y  a n e t  i m p o r t e r  of f o r e s t  p r o d -

22 u c t s  b u t  it e x p e c t e d  to  b e c o m e  a n e t  e x p o r t e r  of f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  i n  t h e

23 2 1 s t  C e n t u r y ;  a n d

24  W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  c o u l d  h a v e  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of

25 A l a s k a ' s  fores t s ,  an  e v e n t  that m a y  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  b a l a n c e

26 o f  t r a d e  an d  t h u s  of b e n e f i t  to t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  as w e l l  as to  t h e  state;

27 a n d

28 W H E R E A S  t he l a c k  o f  s o u n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  b a c k e d  b y  a d e q u a t e  r e s e a r c h

29  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  u n i q u e  f o r e s t s  of  t h e  N o r t h e r n  l a t i tudes,



mmmm   —  .

1 i n c l u d i n g  the n e w l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  T a n a n a  V a l l e y  State F o rest and the f o r e s t e d

2 land of r e g i o n a l  a n d  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t hat w e r e  es t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  the

3 A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  Se t t l e m e n t  Act, h a m p e r s  the de v e l o p m e n t  of forests in

4  the national i n t e r e s t ;

5 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that t he A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  strongly supports the

6 c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  the Forest R e s e a r c h  S t a t i o n  at F a i r b a n k s  and the A n c h o r a g e

7 Forest Survey G r o u p  at f u n d i n g  levels that p e r m i t  the con t i n u a t i o n  of field

8 work; a nd be it

9 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that C o n g r e s s  is u r g e d  to a p p r o p r i a t e  funds a d e q u a t e

10 to continue t h e  d e s c r i b e d  o p e r a t i o n s  of the U.S. F o rest Service, to direct

11 the U.S. F o r e s t  Service to r e v erse its d e c i s i o n  to c l ose the I n s t i t u t e  of

12 N o r t h e r n  F o r e s t r y ,  and to d i r e c t  t he U.S. F o r e s t  S e r vice to r e s t o r e  the

13 c a p acity to t h e  A n c h o r a g e  F o rest S u rvey G r o u p ' s  c a p a c i t y  to continue n e e d e d

*
14 field w o r k  i n  f o rest inventory.

15 COPIES o f  this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to t he H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d

16 Reagan, P r e s i d e n t  of th e  U n i t e d  States; t he H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  E. Lyng,

17 Secretary of A g r i c u l t u r e ;  R. M a x  P e t e rson, C h ief of t he U.S. F o rest Ser-

18 vice; the H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  Bush, V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States and

19 President of t h e  U.S. Senate; the H o n o r a b l e  Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr., S p e a k e r

20 of the U.S. H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  a nd to the H o n o r a b l e  T ed S t e vens and

21 the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young,

22 U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of  the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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