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4  F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e q u e s t i n g  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d

6 S t a t e s  to r e a s s e r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r

7 W r a n g e l  I s l a n d ,  H e r a l d  I s l a n d ,  H e n r i e t t a

8 I s l a n d ,  J e a n n e t t e  I s l a n d ,  a n d  B e n n e t t

9 I s l a n d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g

10 o u t e r  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  w i t h i n  t he

11 A m e r i c a n  w a t e r s  of t h e  C h u k c h i  S e a  a n d

12 t h e  E a s t  S i b e r i a n  S e a s  a n d  to p a y  t h e

13 S t a t e  of A l a s k a  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f or d a m a g e s

14 f r o m  t h e i r  loss.

15 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

16 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a n s  a n d  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n s  r e m a i n  j u s t i f i a b l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r

17 the f o r t i t u d e  s h o w n  by  C a p t a i n  T h o m a s  L o n g  a n d  t h e  c r e w  of t h e  w h a l i n g  b a r k

18 N i l e  f r o m  N e w  L o n d o n ,  C o n n e c t i c u t  w h o ,  on  A u g u s t  14, 1867, w e r e  t he f i r s t

19 to c o n f i r m  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a 1 , 7 4 0  s q u a r e  m i l e  i s l a n d  in  t he C h u k c h i  Sea;

20 a nd

21 W H E R E A S  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d ,  n a m e d  b y  C a p t a i n  L o n g  a f t e r  t h e  f o r m e r  g o v e r -

22 n o r  of  R u s s i a n  A l a s k a  B a r o n  F e r d i n a n d  P e t r o v i c h  v o n  W r a n g e l ,  is l o c a t e d

23 som e  270 m i l e s  n o r t h w e s t  o f  C a p e  L i s b u m e ,  A l a s k a  a nd is l a r g e r  t h a n  t he

24 S t a t e  of R h o d e  I s l and; a n d

25 W H E R E A S  C a p t a i n  L o n g  w a s  the f i r s t  to s i g h t  an d  to d e s c r i b e  W r a n g e l

26 Island, t h e  f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  l a n d i n g  o n  t he i s l a n d  o c c u r r e d  A u g u s t  12, 1 8 8 1

27 w h e n  C a p t a i n  C a l v i n  L. H o o p e r ,  c o m m a n d e r  of t h e  B e r i n g  Se a  P a t r o l ,  a d i vi-

28 s i o n  of t h e  U . S .  T r e a s u r y  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  as such, t he d e  f a c t o  g o v e r n o r  of

29 A l a s k a ,  l a n d e d  at C l a r k  R i v e r  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  of  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  and,
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1 W i t h  h i s  f e l l o w  o f f i c e r s  a n d  J o h n  M u i r  ( w h o  l a t e r  f o u n d e d  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b )

2 r a i s e d  t he A m e r i c a n  f l a g  a n d  t o o k  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  n a m e  of

3 t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  a n d

4 W H E R E A S  C a p t a i n  H o o p e r  W a s  e n g a g e d  i n  a C o n g r e s s i o n a l l y  s p o n s o r e d

5 e f f o r t  to r e s c u e  t h e  J e a n n e t t e , a v e s s e l  e n g a g e d  i n  A r c t i c  r e s e a r c h  t h a t

6 w a s  l o c k e d  in  ice f l o e s  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  l o s t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  C a p t a i n  H o o p e r  

1 h a d  th e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c l a i m  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  a n d

8 W H E R E A S  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  b e c a m e  a p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b y  r i g h t  of

9 c o n f i r m e d  d i s c o v e r y  a n d  f i r s t  p o s s e s s i o n  a nd, late r ,  a p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e -

10 m e n t ; and

11 W H E R E A S  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  a n d  its n e a r b y  s a t e l l i t e  i s l a n d  H e r a l d  I s l a n d

12 w e r e  p l a c e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  a n d  G e o d e t i c  S e r v i c e  w i t h i n  th e

13 D i s t r i c t  a n d  l a t e r  T e r r i t o r y  a n d  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  1 900

14 t h r o u g h  1977; a n d

15 W H E R E A S  th e  D e  L o n g  I s l a n d s  o f  H e n r i e t t a ,  J e a n n e t t e ,  a n d  B e n n e t t  w e r e

16 f i r s t  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  the E a s t  S i b e r i a n  Sea ,  w e r e  c l a i m e d ,  a n d  n a m e d  b y  U.S .

17 N a v y  C o m m a n d e r  G e o r g e  W. D e  L o n g  d u r i n g  h i s  187 9  - 1 8 8 1  e x p e d i t i o n  i n t o  t he

18 A r c t i c  w h o ,  w i t h  h i s  crew, d i e d  w h e n  t h e i r  ship, t h e  J e a n n e t t e ,  w a s  c r u s h e d

19 a n d  s u n k  b y  i ce f l o e s ;  a n d

20 W H E R E A S  t he f i r s t  p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  o n  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  o c c u r r e d  w h e n

21 t h e  A m e r i c a n  s h i p  S i l v e r  W a v e  l a n d e d  a  p a r t y  o n  t he i s l a n d  o n  S e p t e m b e r  15,

22 1921, a n d  r a i s e d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f l a g  o v e r  t h e  i s l a n d  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of

23 C a p t a i n  J a c k  H a m m e r ;  a nd

24 W H E R E A S  t he p a r t y  f r o m  t he S i l v e r  W a v e  l a n d e d  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  o n l y

25 s i x  m o n t h s  as t h e y  s t a t e d  t hat t h e y  p l a n n e d  to s u s t a i n  t h e m s e l v e s  b y  h u n t -

26 ing; a n d

27 W H E R E A S  t h e  r e l i e f  v e s s e l  i n  1 9 2 2  w a s  b l o c k e d  b y  ice f l o e s ;  a n d

28 W H E R E A S  w h e n  the r e l i e f  v e s s e l  D o n a l d s o n  a r r i v e d  o n  A u g u s t  23, 1 9 23,

29 t he o n l y  s u r v i v o r  of  t h e  1 9 2 1  e x p e d i t i o n  w a s  a n  E s k i m o  s e a m s t r e s s  n a m e d  A d a



1 " B l a c k j a c k "  J o h n s o n ,  w h o  d i e d  j u s t  a f ew y e a r s  a g o  in  A l a s k a ;  a n d

2 W H E R E A S  a  n e w  p a r t y  le d  by  C h a r l e s  W e l l s  of U n i o n t o w n ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a

3 c o n t i n u e d  s e t t l e m e n t  o n  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d ;  a n d

4  W H E R E A S  o n  M a y  13, 1924, S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e  C h a r l e s  E v a n s  H u g h e s

5 s t a t e d  that t h e  A m e r i c a n  L o m e n  B r o t h e r s  w e r e  t h e  p r o p r i e t a r y  o w n e r s  of

6 W r a n g e l  I s l a n d ;  a nd

7 W H E R E A S  o n  A u g u s t  2 0, 1924, a n  a r m e d  p a r t y  f r o m  t h e  S o v i e t  g u n b o a t  R e d

8 O c t o b e r  l a n d e d  o n  W r a n g e l  I s l and, t o o k  W e l l s  a n d  t he o t h e r  A m e r i c a n s  by

9 f o rce, a n d  t o l d  t h e m  t h a t  they w e r e  b e i n g  r e t u r n e d  to A l a s k a ;  a n d

10 W H E R E A S  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e i r  p r o m i s e s ,  t h e y  t o o k  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  to

11 V l a d i v o s t o k  a n d  c o n f i s c a t e d  th e  p e l t s  t h a t  the A m e r i c a n  t r a p p e r s  h a d  accu-

12 m u l a t e d  d u r i n g  the 12 b i t t e r  m o n t h s  o n  t he i s land; a nd

13 W H E R E A S  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  s u r v i v e d  t h e i r  o r d e a l  in  V l a d i v o s t o k  w e r e

14 r e l e a s e d  f o l l o w i n g  t he i n t e r v e n t i o n  of  t he A m e r i c a n  c o n s u l  at H a r bin,

15 M a n c h u r i a  b u t  C h a r l e s  W e l l s  a n d  t w o  r e s i d e n t s  of A l a s k a  d i e d  w h i l e  d e t a i n e d

16 b y  t h e  S o v i e t  g o v e r n m e n t ; and

17 W H E R E A S  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of A l a s k a  w h o  s u r v i v e d  t h e i r  o r d e a l  i n  Sovi e t

18 S i b e r i a  w e r e  a l l  f r o m  G o l o v i n  B a y ,  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e y  s u r v i v e d  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g

19 t h e  s e v e r e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  t r a u m a  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t he a s s a u l t ,  kid-

20 n a p p i n g ,  f a l s e  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  t h e f t  of p r o p e r t y  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  vio-

21 l a t i o n s  of A m e r i c a n  a n d  A l a s k a  l a w  by  t h e  a g e n t s  of t h e  S o v i e t  r e g ime; and

22 W H E R E A S  a f t e r  s e i z i n g  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d ,  t h e  S o viet g o v e r n m e n t  p r o c e e d e d

23 t o  s e i z e  m o r e  A m e r i c a n  soil b y  o c c u p y i n g  the n e a r b y  a n d  d e f e n s e l e s s  H e r a l d

24 I s l a n d ;  a n d

25 W H E R E A S  t h e  S o v i e t  g o v e r n m e n t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a s s e r t e d  a s p u r i o u s  c l a i m

26 t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  De  L o n g  I s l a n d s  of H e n r i e t t a ,  J e a n n e t t e ,  a n d  B e n n e t t ;  and

27 W H E R E A S  t h e s e  i l l e g a l  a c t s  by  t h e  S o v i e t  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r r u p t e d  57

2 8  y e a r s  of  p e a c e f u l  u s e  of  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  b y  A m e r i c a n  s e a m e n ,  h e r d e r s ,  and

29  h u n t e r s ; a n d



1 W H E R E A S  the S o v i e t  o c c u p a t i o n  of  w h a t  they r e f e r  to as O s t r o v a  De  L o n g

2 is a n  a f f r o n t  to a ll A m e r icans, is a n  insu l t  to t h e  m e m o r y  o f  t h e i r  b r a v e

3 d i s c o v e r e r ,  a nd a s o u r c e  of e m b a r r a s s m e n t  to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Navy, w h i c h

4 m e m o r i a l i z e s  his m e m o r y  at the Naval A c a d e m y  in A n n a p o l i s ;  a nd

5 W H E R E A S  the soi l  of all five of t h e s e  A m e r i c a n  i s l a n d s  a n d  t h e i r

6 s u r r o u n d i n g  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h elf has b e e n  h e l d  by m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  in c o ntra-

7 v e n t i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  and by c o n d u c t  that is c o n t r a r y  to w h a t  is

8 r e c o g n i z e d  as p r o p e r  by c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n s ;  and

9 W H E R E A S  the S o v i e t  g o v e rnment has t y p i f i e d  its u n c i v i l i z e d  c o n d u c t  b y

10 e s t a b l i s h i n g  f o r c e d  labor camps on W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  as r e p o r t e d  in t e s t i m o n y

11 b e f o r e  the U.S. S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  in J a n u a r y  1973; a nd

12 W H E R E A S  it h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  that W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  w a s  t h e  last k n o w n

13 p l a c e  of i m p r i s o n m e n t  of R a o u l  W a l l e n b e r g ,  the S w e d i s h  C o n s u l  in B u d a p e s t ,

14 H u n g a r y  at the e n d  of W o r l d  W a r  II w h o  w as a r r e s t e d  by S o v i e t  forces a n d

15 w h o  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  for s a v i n g  the lives of t h o u s a n d s  of E u r o p e a n  J e w s  f r o m

16 t he N a z i  H o l o c a u s t ;  and

17 W H E R E A S  this conduct on  A m e r i c a n  soil has c o n t i n u e d  i n  d e f i a n c e  of

18 A m e r i c a n  law as w e l l  as in d e f i a n c e  of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r u l e s  of c o n d u c t

19 r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t he N u r e m b e r g  w a r  c r i m e  trials a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  II; a nd

20 W H E R E A S  t he c o n t i n u i n g  trespass b y  the S o viet g o v e r n m e n t  d e p r i v e s  the

21 S t a t e  of A l a s k a  a n d  its p e o p l e  of t h e i r  f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  to u s e  the

22 i s l a n d s  of W r a n g e l ,  Herald, Henrietta, Je a n n e t t e ,  and B e n n e t t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h

23 t he s u r r o u n d i n g  c o n t i n e n t a l  shelf and its v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e s ;  and

24 W H E R E A S  u n l i k e  the go v e r n m e n t s  of C a n a d a  a n d  Great B r i t a i n ,  the U n i t e d

25 S t a t e s  has n e v e r  s u r r e n d e r e d  its c l aims of s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  t h ese i s l a n d s ;

26 a n d

27 W H E R E A S  the State of A l a s k a  d o e s  not b e l i e v e  that a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n

28 t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and the Soviet U n i o n ,  w h e t h e r  they be secret o r  o t h e r -

29 w i se, ca n  affe c t  A m e r i c a n  claims to t h e s e  islands u n t i l  t hey h a v e  b e e n



1 r a t i f i e d  b y  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Senate;

2 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t ate L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t he G o v e r n m e n t  of

3 t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s s e r t  a n d  r e a s s e r t  A m e r i c a n  s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  W r a n g e l

4 I s l a n d ,  H e r a l d  I s land, and t h e  D e  L o n g  I s l a n d s  o f  H e n r i e t t a ,  J e a n n e t t e ,  a n d

5 B e n n e t t ,  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  s h e l f  i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e

6 A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e ;  a n d  b e  it

7 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m a k e  s a t i s -

8 f a c t o r y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  r e s t i t u t i o n  to t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  i t s  p e o p l e

9 f or t h e  los s  of t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  n e g l e c t  of t h e  U n i t e d

10 S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  to p r o t e c t  A m e r i c a n  l i v e s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  w h e n  t h e  l a nds

11 w e r e  s e i z e d  i n  1924; a n d  b e  it

12 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a s s e r t s  a n d  r e a s s e r t s  i t s

13 c l a i m  to W r a n g e l  Island, H e r a l d  I s l a n d  a n d  t he D e  L o n g  I s l a n d s  of

14 H e n r i e t t a ,  J e a n n e t t e ,  and B e n n e t t  a n d  t h e i r  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f

15 as a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d  b e  it

16 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  the G o v e r n o r  of t he S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is r e q u e s t e d  to

17 i n i t i a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  legal c l a i m s  for r e l i e f  b e f o r e  t h e  U.S. F o r e i g n  C l a i m s

18 S e t t l e m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e  U . S .  C o urt of C l a i m s  o r  o t h e r  l e g a l  f o r u m s  of

19 t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  as m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

20 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h all be s e n t  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d

21 R e a g a n ,  P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a tes; to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  P. S h u l t z ,

22 S e c r e t a r y  of State; to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  B u s h ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t he

23 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  of  the U.S. S e n a t e ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T h o m a s  P.

24 O ' N e i l l ,  J r., S p e a k e r  of t h e  U.S. H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  a n d  to  the

25 H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S. S e n a t o r s ,  a nd

26 t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of t he A l a s k a  d e l e g a -

27 t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .


