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i B Y  F A H R E N K A M P ,  F A I R S
1 IN  T H E  S E N A T E  A N D  C O G H I L L

2 S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 3

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

6 p u r s u e  a  l a n d  e x c h a n g e  w i t h  t h e  U . S .
k

7 D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  t o  e x c l u d e

8 t h e  D u n k l e  M i n e  T o w n s h i p  f r o m  D e n a l i

9 N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e .

10 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

11 W H E R E A S  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e  w e r e

12 e x p a n d e d  b y  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n

13 A c t  in  1 980 to  i n c l u d e  t h e  h i s t o r i c  D u n k l e  M i n e  T o w n s h i p ;  a n d

14 W H E R E A S  t h e  D u n k l e  M i n e  T o w n s h i p  c o n t a i n s  g o o d  q u a l i t y  c o a l  d e p o s i t s ,

15 at l e ast f o u r  h i g h - g r a d e  g o l d / s i l v e r  v e i n  d e p o s i t s ,  p l a c e r  g o l d  d e p o s i t s ,

16 a n d  l a r g e  l o w  g r a d e  c o p p e r / p r e c i o u s  m e t a l  d e p o s i t s ;  a n d

17 W H E R E A S  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  of  t h e  D u n k l e  T o w n s h i p  to t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d

18 a n d  th e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  e n h a n c e s  t h e  f a v o r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  m i n i n g  p o t e n -

19 t i a l ;  a n d

20  W H E R E A S  c l a i m h o l d e r s  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  r i g h t s  to t h e  m i n e r a l s  i n  t h e

2 1  a r e a  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  t h e  p a r k  w a s  e x p a n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  c l a i m s ;  a n d

2 2  W H E R E A S  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  D u n k l e  T o w n s h i p  h a s  k n o w n

2 3  m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  S e c t i o n  2 0 2 ( 3 ) < b )  o f  A N I L C A  m a n d a t e d  t h a t  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e

2 4  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  to t h e  o t h e r  r e s o u r c -

25 es o f  t he a r e a  b e  d o n e  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  L a n d  U s e  C o u n c i l  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h

2 6  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  I n t e r i o r ;  a n d

27 WHEREAS a prim ary reason fo r  in c lu d in g  the Dunkle Township in  the park

28 was p ro tectio n  o f h a b ita t fo r the D en a li caribou  herd and th ere  has been no

29 conclusive evidence presented during  the study process th a t the area



1  c o n t a i n s  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  f o r  t he h e r d  o r  tha t  i n c r e a s e d  m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y

2 w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  h e r d ;  and

3 W H E R E A S  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  m i n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  D u n k l e  T o w n s h i p

4  w i l l  b e  lost if  t he a r e a  s t a y s  w i t h i n  the park, as p a r k  s t a t u s  w i l l  not

5 a l l o w  n e w  m i n i n g  c l a i m s  a n d  m a y  i n v a l i d a t e  m a n y  o f  the p r e s e n t  claims; a nd

6 W H E R E A S  o n e  of  the a l t e r n a t i v e s  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  1 983 D r a f t  E n v i r o n -

7 m e n t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t  o f  t he D u n k l e  M i n e  S t u d y  w a s  to  r e m o v e  m i n e r a l i z e d

8 a r e a s  a n d  m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  f r o m  t h e  p a r k  b o u n d a r i e s  a nd p l a c e  t h e m  u n d e r  the

9 j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t he S t a t e  of  A l a s k a ;  an d

10 W H E R E A S  t h e r e  is no c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  d e l e t i o n  of the D u n k l e

11 T o w n s h i p  f r o m  t h e  p a r k  w o u l d  r e s u l t  in  a lack of p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  the c a r i b o u

12 h e rd, as a ny a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  m a y  o c c u r  f r o m  i n c r e a s e d  m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y

13 c o u l d  be m i t i g a t e d  u n d e r  the d i r e c t i o n  o f  the state; a n d

14 W H E R E A S  t h e r e  is s t a t e  o w n e d  l a n d  c o n t i g u o u s  to D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k

15 a n d  P r e s e r v e  w i t h  s c e n i c  a n d  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s  e q u a l  to t h e  D u n k l e  T o w n s h i p ;

16 and

17 W H E R E A S  S e c t i o n  1 3 0 2 ( h )  of A N I L C A  c l e a r l y  a u t h o r i z e s  e x c h a n g e s  in

18 c o n s e r v a t i o n  u n i t s ;  a nd

19 W H E R E A S  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  s o l i c i t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s t u d y  p r o c e s s  w a s  in

2 0  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  o f  an  e x c h a n g e ;  a nd

21  W H E R E A S  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r  has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it r e g a r d s  a

22 l and e x c h a n g e  as  one of t h e  b e t t e r  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t he p r o b l e m s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n

23 t he D u n k l e  M i n e  Study, a n d  i n i t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  t h e

24 S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  t he N a t i o n a l  P a r k  Service, a n d  t he

25 O f f i c e  of t h e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  FiBh, W i l d l i f e  a n d  P a r k s  i n d i c a t i n g  a

26 w i l l i n g n e s s  b y  all p a r t i e s  to  n e g o t i a t e  a n d  ex c h a n g e ;

27 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  by  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  the S t a t e  o f

28 A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r  t a k e  w h a t e v e r  a c t i o n  is n e c e s s a r y  to

29 e x c l u d e  t h e  D u n k l e  T o w n s h i p  f r o m  t h e  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e
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1 t h r o u g h  a land e x c h a n g e  tha t  w o u l d  a l l o w  t he N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  to

2 a c q u i r e  a n o n m i n e r a l i z e d  t o w n s h i p  w i t h  h i g h  s c e n i c  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t

3 v a l u e s  a nd a l l o w  the s t a t e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to d e v e l o p  the m i n e r a l i z e d  lands

4 i n  t h e  D u n k l e  To w n s h i p ;  a n d  b e  it

5 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that t h e  lan d  e x c h a n g e  be  as s i m p l e  a nd u n c o m p l i c a t e d

6 as po s s i b l e ,  p r e f e r a b l y  f or lands of equal v a l u e  to t he D u n k l e  T o w n s h i p  an d

7 a d j a c e n t  to the D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and P r e s erve.

8 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m

9 C l a r k ,  Se c r e t a r y  of the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of I n t e r i o r ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  B ill

10 Sh e f f i e l d ,  Governor; the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k

11 M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S. Se n a t o r s ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,

12 m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in  Congress.

m
•3-


