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5 R e l a t i n g  to i n s u r a n c e  of  f i s hing v e s -

6 sels.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  the c o s t  of m a r i n e  h u l l  i n s u r a n c e  for crab, trawl, a n d

9 d i v e r s i f i e d  s e i n e  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  i n  the s t a t e  is p r o h i b i t i v e l y  e x p e n s i v e ,

10 a n d  o f t e n  this i n s u r a n c e  is o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  in  par t  or  not a v a i l a b l e  at all;

11 a n d

12 W H E R E A S  this p r o b l e m  o c c u r s  s t a t e w i d e  a n d  is p r e v e n t i n g  v e s s e l  o w n e r s

13 f r o m  d i v e r s i f y i n g  i n t o  o t h e r  f i s h e r i e s  a n d  in  some cases p r e v e n t i n g  v e s s e l

14 o w n e r s  f r o m  fishing; a n d

15 W H E R E A S  this s i t u a t i o n  h a s  r e s u l t e d  p r i m a r i l y  from t he h i g h  n u m b e r  of

16 f i s h i n g  a c c i d e n t s  i n  rece n t  y e a r s ;  and

17 W H E R E A S  the h i g h  n u m b e r  of  a c c i d e n t s  has r e s u l t e d  in  t r agic and in

18 a l m o s t  a ll cases, a v o i d a b l e  i n s t a n c e s  of loss of life; a nd

19 W H E R E A S  u n d e r w r i t e r s  of m a r i n e  i n s u r a n c e  i n  the s t a t e  have c e a s e d

20 i s s u i n g  p o l i c i e s  of i n s u r a n c e  f o r  this t y p e  of r i s k  d ue to this sit u a t i o n ;

2 1  a nd

22 W H E R E A S  m a n y  m a r i n e  i n s u r a n c e  u n d e r w r i t e r s  are not f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the

23 f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  a n d  the c a u s e s  of f i s h i n g  accidents;

24 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the G o v e r n o r  is

25 r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  t he D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,

26 d i v i s i o n  of i n s u r a n c e ,  to c o n d u c t  a s t u d y  to  p r o v i d e  t h e  u n d e r w r i t e r s  of

27 m a r i n e  i n s u r a n c e  in  the s t a t e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  f i s h e r i e s

28 m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  s a f e t y  that w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  to m a k e  in s u r a n c e  a v a i l a b l e

29 at c o m p e t i t i v e  r a t e s ;  and be  it
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1 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the s t udy

2 (1) q u a n t i f y  the c o n t r i b u t i o n  of o p e r a t o r  f a c tors a n d

3 n o n o p e r a t o r  factors, s u c h  as w e a t h e r ;

4 (2) i d e n t i f y  w h i c h  of t h e s e  o p e r a t o r  a n d  n o n o p e r a t o r  f a c t o r s

5 c o u l d  be  r e d u c e d  by c h a n g e s  i n  f i s h e r i e s  m a n a g e m e n t  p o l icy;

6 (3) i d e n t i f y  s p e c i f i c  t y p e s  of s a f e t y  p r o b l e m s ;

7 (4) d e t e r m i n e  the v i a b i l i t y  of a s t a t e w i d e  or  i n d u s t r y  i n s u r a n c e

8 pool;

9 (5) m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  to a c h i e v e  s a f e r  v e s s e l

10 o p e r a t i o n s ;  a n d  be it

11 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the f i n d i n g s  of this s t u d y  be r e p o r t e d  to t h e

12 A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  to t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  so that t h e y

13 m a y  c o n s i d e r  a d o p t i o n  of s a f e t y  r e g u l a t i o n s  that a d d r e s s  t h e  f a c t o r s

14 c a u s i n g  an i n c r e a s e  in the cost of m a r i n e  insurance.
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