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1 IK T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 468 (Finance)

3 IN  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T ATE OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act e n t itled: "An A ct c r e a t i n g  the R a i l b e l t  e n e r g y  council; a n d

7 p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T ATE O F  A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. FINDINGS. T h e  leg i s l a t u r e  finds that

10 (1) s t ate energy p o l i c y  s h o u l d  change f r o m  a  p o l i c y  of a s s u m i n g

11 r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  l ow cost p o w e r  to a p o l i c y  o f  a s s i s t i n g  the

12 p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  to p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  p o w e r  at r e a s o n a b l e  cost;

13 (2) state funds a v a i l a b l e  f or e n ergy d e v e l o p m e n t  should b e  u s e d

14 as l e v erage to assist in f i n a n c i n g  p r o j e c t s  that u t i l i t i e s  cannot f i n a n c e

15 themselves;

16 (3) u t i l i t i e s  s h o u l d  be e n c o u r a g e d  to a s s u m e  t he r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

17 of g e n e r a t i n g  r e g ional p o w e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e l y i n g  o n  t h e  state;

18 (4) energy p l a n n i n g  and f i n a n c i n g  must be ef f i c i e n t  a n d  cost-

19 effective;

20 (5) the R a i lbelt e n e r g y  f u n d  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  as l e v e r a g e  to

21 d e v e l o p  p o w e r  sources that w i l l  meet i n v e stment c r i t e r i a .

22 * Sec. 2. C O U N C I L  CREATED, (a) T h e  R a i l b e l t  e n e r g y  council is e s t a b -

23 lished to

24 (1) re c o m m e n d  h o w  R a i l b e l t  e n ergy funds c a n  best be d i r e c t e d  to

25 meet the f u ture energy n e e d s  of s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a ska;

26 (2) r e c o mmend th e  best u n i f i e d  o p t ions f o r  planning, f i n a n c i n g ,

27 constructing, a n d  m a n a g i n g  p o w e r  facilities;

28 (3) cooperate w i t h  the A l a s k a  P o w e r  A u t h o r i t y  to e x a m i n e  the

29 f e a s i bility a n d  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of s m a l l e r  S u s i t n a  h y d r o e l e c t r i c  p r o j e c t s ;
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1 (4) d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a  r e g i o n a l  u t i l i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a n  o p er-

2 ate t o  the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of u t i l i t y  c o n s u m e r s ;

3 (5) e x a m i n e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  and r e c o m m e n d  t h e  b e s t  m e t h o d  f o r

4 m e e t i n g  p r o j e c t e d  R a i l b e l t  e l e c t r i c a l  e n e r g y  d e m and;

5 (6) r e c o m m e n d  w h e t h e r  the 1987 l e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  a p p r o v e  sub-

6 m i s s i o n  of  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  for a F e d e r a l  E n e r g y  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  li-

7 c e n s e  for a p r o j e c t  in  t h e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  b a s i n ;

8 (7) r e c o m m e n d  h o w  to r e s t r u c t u r e  t h e  b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  of  the

9 A l a s k a  P o w e r  A u t h o r i t y  t o  i m p rove its e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y ;

10 (8) r e c o m m e n d  the o p t i m u m  t i m e  f o r  i n s t a l l i n g  t h e  t h i r d  45

11 m e g a w a t t  u n i t  at t h e  B r a d l e y  L a k e  p r o j e c t ;

12 (9) r e c o m m e n d  w h e t h e r  it is p r e f e r a b l e  to i n s t a l l  a n e w  p o w e r

13 i n t e r t i e  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  and K e n a i  or  to  u p g r a d e  t he e x i s t i n g  line; a n d

14 (10) r e c o m m e n d  h o w  b est to i m p r o v e  a n d  u t i l i z e  A l a s k a ' s  l o n g  t e r m

15 e n e r g y  p l a n  u n d e r  A S  44.83.224.

16 (b) M e m b e r s h i p  o n  the c o u n c i l  c o n s i s t s  o f  two m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by

17 the g o v e r n o r ,  o n e  of w h o m  mus t  r e p r e s e n t  a n  e n e r g y  s u p p l i e r ;  t wo s e n a t o r s

18 a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e  p r e s i d e n t  of t he senate; t wo m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  of

19 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a p p o i n t e d  by the s p e a k e r  of  t he h o u s e ;  a n d  o n e  r e p r e s e n t s -

20 t i v e  f r o m  e a c h  of t he s e v e n  R a i l b e l t  u t i l i t i e s .

21 (c) B y  F e b r u a r y  15, 1987, t he c o u n c i l  s h a l l  r e p o r t  i ts r e c o m m e n d a -

22 t i o n s  to t he l e g i s l a t u r e .

23 * Sec. 3. T h i s  A c t  is r e p e a l e d  J u n e  30, 1987.

24 * Sec. 4. T h i s  A c t  takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.-

25 10.070(c).
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