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c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d  s p e c i a l  a d v o c a t e s  in  t h e  O f f i c e  of 

P u b l i c  A d v o c a c y . "

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 4 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 4 1 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  P U B L I C  A D V O C A C Y  OFFICE,

(a) T h e  o f f i c e  of p u b l i c  a d v o c a c y  s h a l l

(1) p e r f o r m  the d u t i e s  of t h e  p u b l i c  g u a r d i a n  u n d e r  AS  13.- 

2 6 . 3 6 0  - 1 3 . 2 6 . 4 1 0 ;

(2) p r o v i d e  v i s i t o r s  and e x p e r t s  i n  g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d­

ings u n d e r  A S  13 . 2 6 . 1 3 1 ;

(3) p r o v i d e  g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  s e r v i c e s  to c h i l d r e n  in c h i l d  

p r o t e c t i o n  a c t i o n s  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 1 7 . 0 3 0 ( e )  a n d  to  w a r d s  a n d  r e s p o n d e n t s  

in g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d i n g s  w h o  w i l l  s u f f e r  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  or  

b e c o m e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  a g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  o r  a p r i v a t e  p e r s o n  o r  

a g e n c y  if t he s e r v i c e s  are n o t  p r o v i d e d  at s t a t e  e x p e n s e  u n d e r  AS  13.- 

26 . 112;

(4) p r o v i d e  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d­

ings to r e s p o n d e n t s  w h o  a re f i n a n c i a l l y  u n a b l e  to  e m p l o y  a t t o r n e y s  

u n d e r  A S  1 3 . 2 6 . 1 0 6 ( b ) ,  to i n d i g e n t  p a r t i e s  i n  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d  

c u s t o d y  in  w h i c h  the o p p o s i n g  p a r t y  is r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  c o u n s e l  p r o v i d e d

b y  a p u b l i c  a g e ncy, an d  to  i n d i g e n t  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  of a m i n o r

r e s p o n d e n t  i n  a c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  m i n o r  u n d e r  

A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 7 5 ;
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(5) p r o v i d e  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  g u a r d i a n  ad  litem

s e r vices u n d e r  AS  2 5 . 2 4 . 3 1 0 ;  in cases a r i s i n g  u n d e r  the U n i f o r m  I n t e r­

state C o m p a c t  on J u v e n i l e s  (AS 47.15); in  cases i n v o l v i n g  p e t i t i o n s  to 

adopt a m i n o r  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 0 0 ( j ); in cases i n v o l v i n g  p e t i t i o n s  to 

r e move t he d i s a b i l i t i e s  of  a m i n o r  u n d e r  A S  09 . 5 5 . 5 9 0 ;  in c h i l d r e n ' s  

p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  AS  4 7 . 1 0 . 0 5 0 ( a ) ;  and in cases i n v o l v i n g  indigent 

p e r sons w h o  are e n t i t l e d  to  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  u n d e r  AS  18.85.100 a n d  who 

cannot be  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t he p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r  a g e n c y  b e c a u s e  of a 

conflict of i n t e r e s t s ^

(6) d e v e l o p  a n d  co o r d i n a t e  a p r o g r a m  to recruit, select,

train, assiRn, a n d  s u p e r v i s e  v o l u n t e e r  g u a r d i a n s  ad l i tem a nd court-

a p p o i n t e d  s p e c i a l  a d v o c a t e s  from local c o m m u n i t i e s  to ai d  in  d e l i v e r­

ing s e r v i c e s  in cases i n  w h i c h  the o f f i c e  of p u b l i c  a d v o c a c y  is ap- 

p o i n t e d  as g u a r d i a n  ad  l i t e m .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m a y

(1) adopt r e g u l a t i o n s  tha t  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  c o n s iders 

n e c e s s a r y  to  i m p l e m e n t  A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 4 0 0  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 4 4 0 ;

(2) r e p o r t  o n  the o p e r a t i o n  of the o f f i c e  of p u b l i c  a d v o­

cacy w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t he g o v e r n o r  o r  l e g i s l a t u r e  or w h e n  r e q u i r e d  by  

law;

(3) s o l i c i t  a n d  accept g r a n t s  of funds fro m  the federal 

g o v e r n m e n t , local g o v e r n m e n t s . perso n s ,  a n d  [FROM] p r i v a t e  f o u n­

dations, a nd a l l o c a t e  o r  restrict the u s e  of t h o s e  funds as r e q u i r e d  

by the grantor.

* Sec. 2. A S  4 4 . 2 1  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 44. 2 1 . 4 5 0 .  C I V I L  L I A B I L I T Y  OF  S P E C I A L  A D V O C A T E S  A N D  V O L U N­

TEE R  GU A R D I A N S .  A  v o l u n t e e r  g u a r d i a n  ad  l i t e m  or c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d  

special a d v o c a t e  u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of t he o f f i c e  of p u b l i c  a d v o c a­

cy m a y  n ot be h e l d  c i v i l l y  liable f or a c t s  o r  o m i s s i o n s  d u r i n g  t he
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1 g o o d  f a i t h  p e r f o r m a n c e  of  d u t i e s  as  a g u a r d i a n  u n l e s s  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  

w a s  g u i l t y  of  g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  o r  r e c k l e s s  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s c o n d u c t .
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