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6 For an A ct entitled: " A n  A ct r e l a t i n g  to M o t i o n  P i c t u r e  F a i r  C o m p e t i t i o n . "

7 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY  TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

8 * S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  P U R P O S E .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of this A ct is

9 (1) to e s t a b l i s h  f a i r  and o p e n  p r o c e d u r e s  f or b i d d i n g  a n d

10 n e g o t i a t i o n  for the right to e x h i b i t  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e s  in the s t a t e  in o r d e r

11 to p r e v e n t  u n f a i r  a n d  d e c e p t i v e  act s  or  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  u n r e a s o n a b l e

12 re s t r a i n t s  of trade in  the b u s i n e s s  of m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a nd

13 e x h i b i t i o n  w i t h i n  the state;

14 (2) to p r o m o t e  f a i r  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  that b u s i n e s s ;

13 (3) to p r e v e n t  the a w a r d  of m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  l i c e n s e s  o n  o t h e r

16 t han an individual, p i c t u r e - b y - p i c t u r e , t h e a t r e - b y - t h e a t r e  b a sis;

17 (4) to p r o m o t e  the s u r v i v a l  of small, i n d e p e n d e n t  e x h i b i t o r s ;

19 (5) to  e n s u r e  that a n  e x h i b i t o r  has t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to v i e w  a

20 m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  and k n o w  its c o n t e n t s  b e f o r e  d e c i d i n g  to e x h i b i t  the m o t i o n

21 p i c t u r e  in the c o m m unity.

22 * Sec. 2. A S  45 is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

23 C H A P T E R  51. E X H I B I T I O N  OF  M O T I O N  PICTURES.
t • .-VI f

24 Sec. 45 . 5 1 . 0 1 0 .  P R O H I B I T E D  A N D  R E Q U I R E D  P R A C T I C E S .  (a) T h e

25 b u y i n g  o r  s e l l i n g  of t h e  right to e x h i b i t  a  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  by b l i n d

26 b i d d i n g  o r  b l i n d  s e l l i n g  is p r o h i b i t e d  i n  t h e  state.

27 (b) B ids m a y  not b e  r e t u r n a b l e ,  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f or t h e  l i c e n s i n g
‘ ' i --*.c ■ - alp v/;'".

28 o r  e x h i b i t i o n  of a m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  m a y  n ot t a k e  p l a c e  a n d  a  l i c e n s e

29 a g r e e m e n t  and its t e r m s  m a y  not be  a g r e e d  u p o n  f o r  t he e x h i b i t i o n  of  a
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1 m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  in the state b e f o r e  the m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  has b e e n  t r ade

2 s c r eened.

3 (c) A  d i s t r i b u t o r  s h all p r o v i d e  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  u n i f o r m  w r i t t e n

A n o t i c e  to e a c h  e x h i b i t o r  in the state at l e ast 72 h o u r s  b e f o r e  a t r ade

5 s c r e e n i n g .

6 Sec. 4 5 . 5 1 . 0 2 0 .  S O L I C I T A T I O N  OF  BIDS. (a) W h e n  a b i d  is solic-

7 i ted f r o m  e x h i b i t o r s  r e l a t i n g  to the e x h i b i t i o n  of  a m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  in

8 the state,

9 (1) the i n v i t a t i o n  to b i d  s h a l l  s p e c i f y

10 (A) w h e t h e r  the bid b e i n g  s o l i c i t e d  is a first, sec-

11 ond, or s u b s e q u e n t  run;

12 (B) w h e t h e r  the run is an e x c l u s i v e  or n o n e x c l u s i v e

13 run and the g e o g r a p h i c  are a  for the run;

14 (C) the n a m e  of e a c h  e x h i b i t o r  w h o  is b e i n g  s o l i c i t e d ;

15 (D) the d a t e  and h o u r  t he i n v i t a t i o n  to b i d  e x p i r e s ;

16 a n d

17 (E) the time, date, a nd t he a d d r e s s  in  t h e  l a r g e s t

18 cit y  in the state w h e r e  the b ids w i l l  be opened;

19 (2) all bids s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  in w r i t i n g  a n d  shall be

20 o p e n e d  at the sam e  time a n d  in the p r e s e n c e  of  the e x h i b i t o r s  w h o

21 s u b m i t t e d  b i d s  or t h eir a g e n t s  w h o  a t t e n d  the b i d  o p e n i n g ;

22 (3) i m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  b e i n g  o p e n e d ,  the b ids s h a l l  be ex-

23 a m i n e d  by t he e x h i b i t o r s  w h o  s u b m i t t e d  b i d s  o r  t h e i r  a g e n t s  w h o  a t t e n d

24  the b i d  o p e n i n g ;

25 (4) w i t h i n  10 b u s i n e s s  d a y s  a f t e r  t he b ids a r e  o p e n e d ,  the

26 d i s t r i b u t o r  s h a l l  a d v i s e  e a c h  e x h i b i t o r  w h o  s u b m i t t e d  a b i d

27 (A) of the name of the h i g h e s t  bidder; a n d

28 (B) th e  n a m e  of the b i d d e r  w h o  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a w a r d  of

29 e x h i b i t i o n  rights; o r

C S S B  3 6 3 ( J u d )  -2-



(C) t h a t  e a c h  b i d  s u b m i t t e d  w a s  u n a c c e p t a b l e .

(b) O n c e  b i d s  a r e  s o l i c i t e d  u n d e r  (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t he 

d i s t r i b u t o r  m a y  s o l i c i t  r e b i d s  o n l y  if e a c h  b i d  is u n a c c e p t a b l e .

(c) If a n  e x h i b i t o r  n o t i f i e s  a  d i s t r i b u t o r  t h a t  it w i s h e s  to  

s u b m i t  b i d s  f o r  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e s  r e l e a s e d  b y  t h e  d i s t r i b u t o r  in  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  o f  t h e  s t a t e  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  e x h i b i t o r ,  the e x h i b i­

to r  a n d  e a c h  c o m p e t i n g  e x h i b i t o r  s h a l l  be s o l i c i t e d  f o r  b i d s  f o r  the 

f i r s t  o r  s e c o n d  r u n  of  e a c h  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  t o  be  r e l e a s e d  b y  the 

d i s t r i b u t o r  i n  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  a r ea.

Sec. 4 5 . 5 1 . 0 3 0 .  R E J E C T I O N  O F  BIDS. T h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  a d i s t r i b u­

t o r  t h a t  a b i d  is a n  u n a c c e p t a b l e  b i d  is c o n c l u s i v e  u n l e s s  a 

r e a s o n a b l e  p e r s o n  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  m a d e  that j u d g m e n t .

Sec. 4 5 . 5 1 . 0 4 0 .  V I O L A T I O N .  A  p e r s o n  a g g r i e v e d  b y  a v i o l a t i o n  

o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  b r i n g  a c i v i l  a c t i o n  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  to e n j o i n  

f u r t h e r  v i o l a t i o n s  a n d  to r e c o v e r  d a m a g e s .

Sec. 4 5 . 5 1 . 0 5 0 .  D A M A G E S .  I f  the v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  is 

d e t e r m i n e d  to b e  i n t e n t i o n a l ,  a n  a g g r i e v e d  e x h i b i t o r  m a y  r e c o v e r  

p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  n e c e s s a r y  to d e t e r  a s i m i l a r  v i o l a t i o n  in t h e  f u t u r e .

Sec. 4 5 . 5 1 . 0 6 0 .  W A I V E R .  A  p u r p o r t e d  w a i v e r  of  r i g h t s  e s t a b­

l i s h e d  by t h i s  c h a p t e r  is v o i d  a n d  u n e n f o r c e a b l e  a n d  t his c h a p t e r  

s h a l l  b e  l i b e r a l l y  c o n s t r u e d  to a c h i e v e  i ts p u r p o s e .

Sec. 4 5 . 5 1 . 1 0 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In  t h i s  c h a p t e r

(1) " b l i n d  b i d d i n g” m e a n s  an  e x h i b i t o r ' s  b i d  or n e g o t i a t i o n  

f o r  o r  t h e  e x h i b i t o r ' s  o f f e r  o r  a g r e e m e n t  t o  t e r m s  f o r  the l i c e n s e  to  

e x h i b i t  a m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  at a t i m e  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  t h e  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  

h a s  b e e n  t r a d e  s c r e e n e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  or  b e f o r e  t h e  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  h a s  

b e e n  o t h e r w i s e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  v i e w i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e  by  a ll e x h i b i­

tors ;

(2) " b l i n d  s e l l i n g "  m e a n s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t o r ' s  a g r e e m e n t  to
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l i c e n s e  a m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  b e f o r e  a n  e x h i b i t o r  h a s  b e e n  a f f o r d e d  a n  

o p p o r t u n i t y  to v i e w  the m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  by t r ade s c r e e n i n g ;

(3) " b u y i n g "  o r  " s e l l i n g "  of  the right t o  exhibit a m o t i o n  

p i c t u r e  m e a n s  the l i c e n s i n g  of a t h e a t r e  to s h o w  t h e  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  

f o r  a s p e c i f i e d  n u m b e r  of  d ays f or a s p e c i f i e d  p r i c e ;

(4) " d i s t r i b u t o r "  means a p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in the b u s i n e s s  of 

d i s t r i b u t i n g  m o r e  t h a n  o ne m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  d u r i n g  a  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  to 

e x h i b i t o r s  by  rental, sale, licensing, or  o t h e r  ag r e e m e n t ;

(5) " m o t i o n  p i c t u r e "  m e a n s  a f e a t u r e  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  e x c e e d­

ing  60 m i n u t e s  in s h o w i n g  time;

(6) " r u n "  m e a n s  the c o n t i n u o u s  e x h i b i t i o n  of  a m o t i o n

p i c t u r e  i n  a d e f i n e d  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a  for a s p e c i f i c  p e r i o d  of time;

(7) " t r a d e  s c r e e n i n g "  m e a n s  an  e x h i b i t i o n  of a  m o t i o n

p i c t u r e ,  b e f o r e  its r e l e a s e  for p u b l i c  e x h i b i t i o n  b y  a d i s t r i b u t o r ;

(8) " u n a c c e p t a b l e  bid" m e a n s  a b i d  tha t  is i n f e r i o r  to t he 

lowest b i d  the d i s t r i b u t o r  w o u l d  a c c e p t  for the s a m e  run if the s a m e

p i c t u r e  i n  an  a r e a  h a v i n g  a p o p u l a t i o n  e q u a l  to o r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  th e

p o p u l a t i o n  of  the a r e a  for w h i c h  t h e  i n f e r i o r  b i d  w a s  made.


