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I N  TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  c r e a t i n g  the s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  agen-

7 cy; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T HE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

*  S e c t i o n  1. PURPOSE. It is the p u r p o s e  of this Act to

(1) a s s i s t  d i s t r i c t s  an d  r u ral e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a s  to

11 m a k e  m o r e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to e x c e p t i o n a l

12 c h i l d r e n ,  as t h a t  term is d e f i n e d  in AS  1 4 . 3 0 . 3 5 0 ( 4 ) ;

(2) e n c o u r a g e  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  agen-

14 c i e s  in m a k i n g  s p e cial e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to t h ese

15 c h i l d r e n ;

16 (3) e n s u r e  that q u a l i f i e d  s p e c i a l i s t s  a re a v a i l a b l e  to a s s i s t

17 d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of free a p p r o p r i a t e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s

18 f o r  t h o s e  e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  that are d i f f i c u l t  to serve, w i t h o u t  r e g a r d

1
19 to t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  in the state.

* Sec. 2. A S  14.30 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  8. S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  S E R V I C E  AGENCY.

Sec. 14.30.600. A G E N C Y  E S T A B L I S H E D .  T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d ,  as a

23 p u b l i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  agency.

24 Sec. 14.30.610. G O V E R N I N G  B O A R D .  (a) T he a g e n c y  s h all b e  gov- 

e r n e d  b y  the G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l  f o r  the H a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  G i f t e d  

(AS 47. 8 0 . 0 3 0 ) .

Sec. 14.30.620. EMPLOYEES. E m p l o y e e s  of the a g e n c y  a re no t  in.

the s t a t e  service a n d  a re no t  s u b j e c t  to the S t a t e  P e r s o n n e l  Act 

29 (AS 3 9 . 2 5 ) .  H o w e v e r ,  e m p l o y e e s  of  t he a g e n c y  s h a l l  b e  m e m b e r s  of
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e i t h e r  the T e a c h e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  (AS 14.2 5 )  o r  the P u b l i c

E m p l o y e e s’ R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  (AS 39.35).

Sec. 14.30.630. P O W E R S  A N D  DUTIES. (a) T h e  a g e n c y  ma y

(1) r e c e i v e  a n d  e x p e n d  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  f u n d s  to c a r r y

out the p u r p o s e s  of t he agency;

(2) c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  o r  p r i­

v a t e  a g e n c i e s  for th e  p r o v i s i o n  of s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  o r  r e l a t e d  s e r­

v i c e s  ;

(3) do  w h a t e v e r  is n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out t h e  p u r p o s e s  of

A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 6 0 0  - 14.30.660.

(b) T h e  a g e n c y  s h a l l

(1) p r o v i d e  s p e cial e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g

(A) i t i n e r a n t  o u t r e a c h  s e r v i c e s  to d e af, d e a f - b l i n d ,  

m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d ,  h e a r i n g  impaired, b l i n d  a n d  v i s u a l l y  i m p a i r e d ,  

o r t h o p e d i c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d ,  o t h e r  h e a l t h - i m p a i r e d ,  s e v e r e l y

e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d ,  a nd m u l t i - h a n d i c a p p e d  s t u d e n t s ;

(B) s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  a n d  t r a i n­

ing of  local s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l ;  a nd

(C) o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n

n e e d s ;

(2) p r o v i d e  for an  a n n u a l  a u d i t  of t he a g e ncy;

(3) p r o v i d e  the d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  a t w o - y e a r  p l a n  o f  o p e r a­

ti o n  i n c l u d i n g  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of the s e r v i c e s  to  b e  o f f e r e d  b y  the 

agency, the m e t h o d  b y  w h i c h  th e  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  b e  e v a l u a t e d ,  i n f o r m a­

ti o n  o n  the n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  a nd s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  p e r s o n n e l  to be  

served, a s c h e d u l e  o f  funds a v a i l a b l e  to t he a g e n c y  f r o m  all s o u r c e s ,
: . ..  ̂ , . . , v- • " ? v , S r 1

a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  that m a y  be  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  b y  r e gu-

o

lation;

(4) p r e s e n t  a n  a n n u a l  b u d g e t  to t he d e p a r t m e n t .
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Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 4 0 .  E L I G I B I L I T Y  F O R  S E R V I C E .  T h e  s e r v i c e s  of t h e  

a g e n c y  s h a l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  s e r v e  c h i l d r e n  

w h o s e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s  o c c u r  i n f r e q u e n t l y ,  w h o  r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l­

i z e d  s e r v i c e s  n o t  n o r m a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  a nd w h o  

c a n n o t  be e a s i l y  s e r v e d  b y  l o cal s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  p e r s o n n e l  b e c a u s e  o f

6 t h e  l o w  n u m b e r  of  s t u d e n t s  in t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  n e e d  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r

7 s e r v i c e .  T h e  a g e n c y  m a y  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o  e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n ,  as

8 t h a t  t e r m  is d e f i n e d  i n  A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 3 5 0 .

Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 5 0 .  F U N D I N G .  E a c h  f i s c a l  y e a r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l

a l l o c a t e  to t h e  a g e n c y  n o t  less t h a n  $85 f o r  e a c h  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i n  a v e r a g e  d a i l y  m e m b e r s h i p  o r  the e q u i v a l e n t  o f  

t w o  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  f u n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  f or t h a t

13 f i s c a l  y e ar, w h i c h e v e r  is g r e a t e r .  T h e  a m o u n t  a l l o c a t e d  t o  the a g e n c y

14 s h a l l  be r e d u c e d  e a c h  f i s c a l  y e a r  b y  the a m o u n t  c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e

15 d e p a r t m e n t  to  t h e  T e a c h e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  (AS 1 4 . 2 5 )  o r  the P u b l i c

16 E m p l o y e e s '  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  (AS 3 9 . 3 5 )  o n  b e h a l f  o f  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e

17 agency.

Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 6 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N .  I n  A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 6 0 0  - 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 6 0 ,  u n l e s s  

t he c o n t e x t  o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,  " a g e n c y "  m e a n s  t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

20 s e r v i c e  a g e ncy.

*  Sec. 3. A S  1 4 . 2 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  read:

Sec. 1 4 . 2 5 . 0 4 7 .  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  B Y  S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  A G E N C Y  E M ­

PLOY E E S .  A n  e m p l o y e e  o f  the S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  A g e n c y  m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e

24  i n  the r e t i r e m e n t  f u n d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  if

(1) t h e  e m p l o y e e  p o s s e s s e s  o r  is e l i g i b l e  to p o s s e s s  a 

26  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e  u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 2 0 . 0 2 0 ;  a n d

(2) t h e  e m p l o y e e  p a y s  a ll r e t r o a c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  re- 

28 q u i r e d  to  b e  m a d e  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r .

* Sec. 4. A S  1 4 . 2 5 . 2 2 0 ( 2 0 )  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:
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1 (20) " m e m b e r s h i p  s e r v i c e "  m e a n s

2 :; (A) f u l l  o r  p a r t - t i m e  s e r v i c e  as a t e a c h e r  in  a p u b l i c

3' s c h o o l  i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  o r  S t a t e  of  A l a s k a ,  o r  b o th, u n d e r  the

4 s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  B o a r d  of  E d u c a t i o n  o r

5 t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  E d u c a t i o n  o r  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  of a city, re-

6 g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a ,  or b o r o u g h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ;

7 ' (B) f u l l - t i m e  o r  p a r t - t i m e  t e a c h i n g  at  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y

8 o f  A l a s k a  o r  a f u l l - t i m e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  at t he U n i v e r s i -

9 t y  of A l a s k a  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a c a d e m i c  s t a n d i n g  a n d  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n

10 a p p r o v e d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  th e  s y s t e m  by  t he a d m i n i s t r a t o r ;

11 (C) a n y  p e r i o d  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  t e a c h e r  r e c e i v e s  a

12 d i s a b i l i t y  b e n e f i t  u n d e r  thi s  s y s t e m  or  is o n  a n  a p p r o v e d  s a b b a t -

13 i c a l  l e a v e  g r a n t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  1 4 . 2 0 . 3 1 0 ;  [OR]

14 (D) c o n t i n u o u s  s e r v i c e  as a s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r  w h e n

15 p e r f o r m e d  by a s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r  w h o  e l e c t s  m e m b e r s h i p  u n d e r

16 A S  1 4 . 2 5 . 0 4 0 ( b ) ,  s u b j e c t  to t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of A S  1 4 . 2 5 . 0 4 0 ( c ) ;

17 or

18 (E) f u l l - t i m e  o r  p a r t - t i m e  s e r v i c e  as a n  e m p l o y e e  o f

19 t he S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  A g e n c y .  s u b j e c t  to  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f

2 0  AS  1 4 . 2 5 . 0 4 7 ;

2 1  * Sec. S. A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

2 2  (13) S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y  (AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 0 0 )

23 J u n e  30, 1988.

2 4  *  Sec. 6. A S  4 7 . 8 0 . 0 9 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

25  (12) g o v e r n  t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  a g e n c y ,  a n d  m a y  h i r e

2 6  p e r s o n n e l  n e c e s s a r y  to  o p e r a t e  t h e  agency.

27 * Sec. 7. A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 6 5 0  e n a c t e d  i n  sec. 2 of  t h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t

28  J u l y  1, 1986.

2 9  *  S ec. 8. E x c e p t  f o r  A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 6 5 0  e n a c t e d  i n  sec. 2 of  t h i s  A c t ,  t h i s
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