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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to c a b i n s  o n  s t a t e  land; a n d  p r o v i d­

i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  P U R P O S E .  (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e t e r m i n e s  tha t

10 it is i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  to  c r e a t e  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U s e  C a b i n  S y s t e m

11 and p l a c e  w i t h i n  t hat s y s t e m  c a b i n s  o w n e d  o r  b u i l t  b y  t he s t a t e  o n  the

12 r e s e r v e d  or u n r e s e r v e d  p u b l i c  l a n d  of  t he s t a t e  a n d  that t h e  s y s t e m  be

13 m a n a g e d  f or t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  v i s i t o r s  to the

14 state.

15 (b) It is f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  to a l l o w  p e r s o n s  w h o  are

16 a b l e  to d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s t o r i c  u s e  a n d  o c c u p a n c y  of c a b i n s  o n  s t a t e  l a n d  to

17 p u r c h a s e  t h e  l a n d  to r e s o l v e  l a n d  c o n f l i c t s ;  to e n s u r e  the l e g a l l y  p r o t e c t -

18 ed  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  of  c a b i n s ;  a n d  to p r o v i d e  f o r  t he c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e

19 of e m e r g e n c y  s h e l t e r s  i n  r e m o t e  areas.

20 *  Sec. 2. (a) E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  o n  the

21  a p p l i c a t i o n  b e f o r e  J u n e  1, 1988, o f  a  p e r s o n  w h o  c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  his-

22  t o r i c  u s e  a n d  o c c u p a n c y  o f  a  c a b i n  o n  s t a t e  l and a n d  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  the

23  c a b i n  b e f o r e  D e c e m b e r  31, 1974, a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t h r o u g h  J u n e  1, 1986, the

24  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  s e l l  no t  to e x c e e d  o ne a c r e  of

25 s t a t e  l a n d  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  c a b i n ,  if t h e  l a n d  w a s  n o t  c l o s e d  to  e n t r y  u n d e r

26 a p p l i c a b l e  f e d e r a l  o r  s t a t e  l a w  at t he t i m e  t h e  c a b i n  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  un-

27 l ess the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a k e s  a  w r i t t e n  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  f i n d i n g  b a s e d  o n  c l e a r

28 a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a  l a n d  o r  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n f l i c t  exists, 

(b) T h e  l a n d  s h a l l  b e  s o l d  f o r  t h e  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  t he l a n d  as
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1 d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  on  the d a t e  of the a p p r o v a l  of the applica-

2 tion. T h e  a p p l i c a n t  s h all p a y  the costs of  a p p r aisal, p u b l i c  n o t i c e ,  and

3 s u r v e y i n g  t he land.

4 (c) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in  (e) o f  this section, on the a p p l i c a t i o n

5 b e f o r e  J u n e  1, 1988, of a p e r s o n  w ho c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  the h i s t o r i c  u s e  and

6 o c c u p a n c y  of  a c a b i n  o n  s t ate land a nd i n v e s t m e n t s  in the c a b i n  before

7 D e c e m b e r  31, 1974, a nd c o n t i n u i n g  t h r o u g h  Jun e  1, 1986, the c o m m i s s i o n e r

8 m a y  s e l l  the state land o c c u p i e d  by a c a b i n  w i t h i n  a n  are a  that w a s  with-

9 d r a w n  u n d e r  AS  4 1  a f t e r  the c a b i n  was built. T he lan d  m a y  n ot b e  sol d  if

10 t h e  s t a t e  land w a s  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  A S  41 b e f o r e  the c a b i n  w as b u ilt. The

11 u s e  of  the c a b i n  a n d  the land m a y  not e x c e e d  the u s e  that e x i s t e d  at the

12 t i m e  t he lan d  w a s  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  AS 41.

13 (d) T he c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  not s e l l  land o c c u p i e d  b y  a c a b i n  w i t h i n  an

14 a r e a  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  AS 16.

15 (e) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  not s ell land o c c u p i e d  by a c a b i n  w i t h i n

16 m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r ust land or  school l a n d  of the state.

17 (f) If the c a b i n  is located o n  state land that is a d j a c e n t  to a b o d y

18 o f  w a t e r ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall r e s e r v e  a  5 0 - f o o t  e a s e m e n t  f o r  p u b l i c

19 a c c e s s  a b o v e  the m e a n  h i g h  w a t e r  line. T he c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e s t a b l i s h

20 r e a s o n a b l e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  in the grant of the land at the t ime of  sale o r

21 u n d e r  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 3 7 ( a )  o n  t he use, a c c e s s  to, a n d  the t r a n s f e r  o f  the lan d

22 s o l d  u n d e r  this section, i n c l u d i n g  a  r e s t r i c t i o n  a g a inst the c o m m e r c i a l  u s e

23 of  t he cabin.

24 (g) A  c a b i n  on l a n d  that m ay be  sold u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m a y  not b e

25 a c q u i r e d  or r e m o v e d  b y  t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  b e f o r e  J u n e  1, 1988; a  c a b i n  that

26 h a s  b e e n  a p p l i e d  for u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m a y  n o t  b e  a c q u i r e d  o r  r e m o v e d

27 u n t i l  t he a p p l i c a t i o n  h as b e e n  a d j u d i c a t e d  a n d  u n l e s s  the a p p l i c a t i o n  is
o;f.’ , %  ■ ̂  Y  ' ■

28 d e n ied.

29 *  Sec. 3. A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:
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(a) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  s h a l l

(1) d e v e l o p  a c o n t i n u i n g  p l a n  f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  

3 m a x i m u m  u s e  i n  the p u b l i c  i n t erest of the s c e n i c ,  h i s t o r i c ,  a r c h a e -

ologic, s c i e n t i f i c ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  the

5 state;

6 (2) p l a n  f o r  and d e v e l o p  a s y s t e m  of s t ate p a r k s  a n d

7 r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i lities, to be  e s t a b l i s h e d  as t he l e g i s l a t u r e  a u t h o r -

8 izes a n d  d i r e c t s ;

9 (3) a c q u i r e  by gift, p u r c h a s e ,  o r  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  s t a t e  o r

f e deral a g e n c i e s ,  or f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  p a r t n e r s h i p s  o r

11 a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  land ne c e s s a r y ,  s u i t a b l e  a n d  p r o p e r  for r o a d s i d e ,  pic -

12 nic, r e c r e a t i o n a l ^  o r  p a r k  p u r p o s e s ;

13 (4) c o n trol, d e v e l o p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  s t a t e  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e -

14 a t i o n a l  areas;

15 (5) p r o v i d e  for the a c q u i s i t i o n ,  care, c o n t r o l ,  s u p e r -

16 v i s ion, impr o v e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  extension,. a nd m a i n t e n a n c e  of

17 p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l  land, and m a k e  n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  c o n t r a c t s ^

18 or c o m m i t m e n t s  for t he imp r o v e m e n t  a nd d e v e l o p m e n t  of l a n d  a c q u i r e d

19 u n d e r  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 1 0  - 41.21.040;

(6) adopt, in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  A d m i n -  

21 i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  u s e  a n d

d e s i g n a t i n g  i n c o m p a t i b l e  use s  w i t h i n  th e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  s t a t e  p a r k  a n d  

23 r e c r e a t i o n a l  areas t o  protect t he p r o p e r t y  a n d  to p r e s e r v e  t h e  p e a c e ;

(7) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a nd its a g e n c i e s  a n d

l o cal s u b d i v i s i o n s  of  the s t a t e  to s e c u r e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n ,

i m p r o v e m e n t ,  d e v e l opment, e x t e n s i o n ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of  s t a t e  p a r k s ,.... . ♦.

areas, a n d  s t ate r e c r e a t i o n a l  

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f

4 1 . 2 1 . 0 4 0 ;



(8) e n c o u r a g e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  p u b l i c  p a r k  a nd 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  o f  t he

(9) p r o v i d e  f o r  c o n s u l t i n g  s e r v i c e  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e v e l o p

l o c a l  p a r k  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s ;

(10) p r o v i d e  c l e a r i n g - h o u s e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n­

cie s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p a r k  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  m a t t e r s ;  [AND]

(11) p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d u t i e s  as a r e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  e x e c u t i v e

o r d e r  o r  b y  law;

(12) m a i n t a i n  m e m o r i a l s  to A l a s k a  v e t e r a n s  l o c a t e d  in s t a t e

p a r k s ;

(13) a d o p t ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  

A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  u s e  of t h e  C h e n a  R i v e r  S t a t e  

R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  a n d  d e s i g n a t i n g  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d­

a r i e s  of t h e  C h e n a  R i v e r  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h

(14) m a n a g e  the c a b i n s  o w n e d  b y  the s t a t e  u n d e r  A S  4 1 . 2 1

* Sec. 4. A S  41.2 1 .  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to a r t i c l e  7 to

Sec. 4 1 . 2 1 . 8 8 0 .  P U B L I C  U S E  C A B I N S

s y s t e m  of  p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n s  to  b e  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  

c a l l e d  t he A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U s e  C a b i n  S y s t e m .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  

p u b l i c i z e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n s  a n d  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a 

r e s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  c a b i n s .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a fee s c h e d u l e  f o r  th e  u s e

o f  the c a b i n s .  F e e s  c o l l e c t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  d e p o s i t

e d  in t h e  g e n e r a l  fund. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l

s e p a r a t e l y  a c c o u n t  f o r  f e e s  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  d e p o s i t e d  b y  t h e
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c o m m i s s i o n e r  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .  T h e  a n n u a l  e s t i m a t e d  b a l a n c e  in 

t h e  a c c o u n t  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  by  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  to c a r r y  out t h e  p u r p o s e s  of  t h i s  secti o n .  In  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  f e es, t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r

(1) t h e  c ost to  t he s t a t e  of  b u i l d i n g ,  r e n o v a t i n g ,  a nd 

m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  c a b i n s ;

(2) t h e  c o s t  o f  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  c o l l e c t i n g  

t h e  f e e s  f or t h e  u s e  of  t h e  cabins; an d

(3) t h e  p u b l i c  interest.

(c) W i t h i n  a v a i l a b l e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  b u i l d  

o r  a c q u i r e  c a b i n s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in  t he c a b i n  s y s t e m .  U n d e r  state 

c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  c o n t r a c t  f o r  the c o n s t r u c­

tio n ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  c a b i n s  w i t h i n  the 

s y s t e m .

(d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  l o c a l  g r o u p s  w i t h  s t a t e  

a n d  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n d  i m p r o v e  t he c a b i n  system. T h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  e v a l u a t e  e x i s t i n g  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  c a b i n  s i t e s  a nd 

c o n d u c t  r e s o u r c e  p l a n n i n g  a nd p u b l i c  r e v i e w  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of d e s­

i g n a t i n g  c a b i n s  i n t o  t h e  system. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  d e v e l o p  a n  

o p e r a t i o n a l  p l a n  f or t h e  r e n o v a t i o n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  r e m o v a l  of  

c a b i n s .

(e) A  p e r s o n  u s i n g  a p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n  m a y  n o t  r e c o v e r  d a m a g e s  

f r o m  t he s t a t e  f o r  a n  i n j u r y  a r i s i n g  out o f  t h e  u s e  of t h e  p u b l i c  u s e  

c a b i n  u n l e s s  t h e  i n j u r y  w a s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  o f  th e  

st ate.

(f) I n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  and m a n a g i n g  a  p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n  s y s t e m  o n  

g a m e  r e f u g e s ,  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a s ,  a n d  g ame

u n d e r  A S  16.20, t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  o b t a i n  t h e  

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of f i s h  a n d  game.


