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F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N
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6 F or an  Act e n t i t l e d :  " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the p r a c t i c e  o f  social w o r k  a nd

7 e s t a b l i s h i n g  the B o a r d  of S o c i a l  W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s ;

8 a nd p r o v i d i n g  for an  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

10 * S e c t i o n  1. P U R POSE. T he p u r p o s e  of this Act is to  assure t he consu-

11 m e r  that p e r s o n s  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  the title " s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  h a v e

12 c o m p l e t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  e d u c a t i o n  or t r a i n i n g ,  adhere to a code

13 of p r o f e s s i o n a l  ethics, a n d  a re subject to li c e n s u r e  b y  the B o a r d  of Soci a l

14 W o r k  E x a m i n e r s .

15 * Sec. 2. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

16 (25) B o a r d  of Social W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s  (AS 08.87.010).

17 * Sec. 3. A S  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  by a d ding a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

18 (21) B o a r d  of Social W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s  (AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 )  --

Jun e

4. AS  08 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n ew c h a p t e r  to read

C H A P T E R  87. S O C I A L  W O R K E R S

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D  OF S O C I A L  W O R K E R  E X A M I N E R S

T h e r e  isSec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  O F  BOARD

c r e a t e d  a B o a r d  of S o cial W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s  c o n s i s t i n g  of five m e m b e r s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  l i c e n s e d  m a s t e r  social w o r k e r s ,  o n e  of w h o m  is li- 

c e n s e d  as an  i n d e p e n d e n t  social worker, one l i c e n s e d  b a c h e l o r  s o c i a l  

w o r ker, a nd one p u b l i c  member. T he p u b l i c  m e m b e r  may not b e  l i c e n s e d  

as a s o c i a l  worker, e m p l o y e d  b y  a l i c ensed s o c i a l  worker, o r  h a v e  a 

f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  the s o cial w o r k  p r o f e s s i o n .  To  the e x t e n t
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1 p o s s i b l e  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s

2 of  the state. A  m e m b e r  w h o  h a s  s e r v e d  two s u c c e s s i v e  f u l l  terms m a y

3 n ot be r e a p p o i n t e d  u n til f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  the e x p i r a t i o n  of  the s e c o n d

4 term.

5 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 2 0 .  T E R M  O F  O F F ICE. E a c h  m e m b e r  of t h e  b o a r d  s e r v e s

6 f or a t e r m  of f o u r  years a n d  u n t i l  the m e m b e r ' s  s u c c e s s o r  is a p p o i n t e d

7 a n d  q u a l ified. A n  a p p o i n t m e n t  to a v a c a n c y  is for the u n e x p i r e d  term.

8 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 3 0 .  B O A R D  M E E T I N G S .  The b o a r d  s h all m e e t  at least

9 o n c e  a year.

10 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 4 0 .  E L E C T I O N  OF O F F I C E R S .  T h e  b o a r d  s h all e l e c t

11 f rom a m o n g  its m e m b e r s  a c h a i r p e r s o n  a n d  a s e c r etary. O f f i c e r s  s e rve

12 for a t e r m  n ot e x c e e d i n g  t w o  years.

13 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 5 0 .  R E M O V A L  OF B O A R D  M E M B E R S .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  m a y

14 remove a m e m b e r  o f  the b o a r d  for cause. U n e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e s  f r o m

15 m e e t i n g s  are c a u s e  for r e m o v a l  as d e t e r m i n e d  by  the b o a r d .

16 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 6 0 .  P E R  D I E M  A N D  TRAVEL. B o a r d  m e m b e r s  r e c e i v e  no

17 c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  a n d  trav e l  e x p e n s e s  author-

18 ized for m e m b e r s  of b o ards a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  u n d e r  A S  3 9 . 2 0 . 1 8 0 .

19 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 7 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  T H E  BOARD. T h e  b o a r d  s h all

20 (1) p r o v i d e  f o r  the e x a m i n a t i o n  of e l i g i b l e  a p p l i c a n t s  for

21 licenses u n d e r  t h i s  chapter;

22 (2) s u b m i t  an  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  of its p r o c e e d i n g s  to the

23 governor, i n c l u d i n g  r e c o m m e n d e d  c h a n g e s  to t his c h a p t e r  a n d  a state-

24 men t  of m o n e y  r e c e i v e d  a n d  d i s b u r s e d ;

25 (3) a d o p t  n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  s p e c i a l t y  d e s i g n a t i o n s  for

26 the p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  of s o c i a l  w o r k  a n d  a u t h o r i z e  s p e c i a l i t y  d e s i g -

27 n a t i o n s  o n  l i c e n s e s  i s s u e d  u n d e r  t his chapter;

28 (4) a f t e r  a h e a r i n g ,  i m p o s e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t

29 a  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a n  o r d e r  of  t h e  board, o r  a

c
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1 r e g u l a t i o n  of t h e  b o a r d ;

2 (5) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e

3 ,< s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  i n  s o c i a l  w o r k  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w h o

4  a r e  n o t  l i c e n s e d  m a s t e r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ;

5 (6) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  p r o o f  o f  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e -

6 t e n c y  b e f o r e  a  l i c e n s e  is r e n e w e d ;

7 (7) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s

8 c h a p t e r .

9 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 8 0 .  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  P R O C E D U R E S .  T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e

10 P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 )  a p p l i e s  to r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r

11 t h i s  c h a p t e r .

12 A R T I C L E  2. L I C E N S I N G  O F  S O C I A L  W O R K E R S .

13 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 .  L I C E N S I N G  O F  S O C I A L  W O R K E R S .  (a) A  p e r s o n  is

14 e l i g i b l e  f o r  a l i c e n s e  as a b a c h e l o r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  ( L BSW) if  t he

15 p e r s o n

16 (1) is in  g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d i n g  a n d  is fit to p r a c t i c e

17 s o c i a l  w o r k  as d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  of  t h e  b o a r d ;

18 (2) has s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  s t a t e  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r

19 t he l i c e n s e ;

20 (3) p r o v i d e s  t h r e e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e s  to t h e  b o a r d ;

21  (4) has a b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a  s c h o o l

22 w i t h  a s o c i a l  w o r k  p r o g r a m  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k

23 E d u c a t i o n ,  o r  a b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  a b e h a v i o r i a l  s c i e n c e s  f i e l d

24  r e l a t e d  to s o c i a l  w o r k .

(b) A  p e r s o n  is e l i g i b l e  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  as  a  m a s t e r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r

(LMSW) if t h e  p e r s o n  m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  ( a ) ( 1 )  - (3) o f  t h i s

s e c t i o n  a n d  h a s  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a  s c h o o l  w i t h  a

s o c i a l  w o r k  p r o g r a m  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t he C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a­

tion.
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1 (c) A p e r s o n  is e l i g i b l e  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  as an i n d e p e n d e n t  s o c i a l

2 w o r k e r  ( L 1 S W )  if the p e r s o n  m e e t s  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  (a)(1) - (3) of

3 this s e c t i o n ,  h a s  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  in s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a s c h o o l  w i t h

4 a s o c i a l  w o r k  p r o g r a m  a c c r e d i t e d  by  the C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d uca-

5 tion, a n d  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  at l e ast 24 m o n t h s  o f  s u p e r v i s e d  p o s t - g r a d u a t e

6 e x p e r i e n c e  a p p r o v e d  b y  the b o a r d  in  the f i e l d  o f  s p e c i a l t y  i n  w h i c h

7 the p e r s o n  i n t e n d s  to e n g a g e  as a p r i v a t e  p r a c t i t i o n e r .

8 See. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 1 0 .  S C O P E  O F  P R A C TICE. (a) A  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  as a

9 b a c h e l o r ,  m a s t e r ,  or  i n d e p e n d e n t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s

10 that e n h a n c e ,  p r o t e c t ,  or  r e s t o r e  p e o p l e ' s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  s o c i a l  func-

11 t i o n i n g  w h e t h e r  i m p a i r e d  by p h y s i c a l ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  or e m o t i o n a l

12 f a c t o r s ,  g u i d e d  b y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  e t h i c s ,  k n o w l e d g e  a n d

13 i n t e r v e n t i o n  m e t h o d s .

14 (b) A  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  p r a c t i c e  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  o n l y  if t he

15 s o c i a l  w o r k e r  is l i c e n s e d  as a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  w i t h  a

16 c l i n i c a l  s p e c i a l t y  o r  as a m a s t e r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  a n d  is e m p l o y e d  a n d

17 s u p e r v i s e d  in  a c l i n i c a l  s e t t i n g .

18 (c) A  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  p r a c t i c e  s o c i a l  w o r k  a u t o n o m o u s l y  o n l y

19 if

20 (1) t he p e r s o n  is l i c e n s e d  as a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ;

21 (2) t he b o a r d  h a s  a p p r o v e d  t h e  s p e c i a l t y  in  w h i c h  the

t
22 p e r s o n  m a y  e n g a g e  as a p r i v a t e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  a n d  a u t h o r i z e s  d e s i g n a t i o n

I
23 of t h e  s p e c i a l i t y  o n  the p e r s o n ' s  l i c ense;

1
24 (3) the l i c e n s e  b e a r i n g  a d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l i t y  is

3

25 p r o m i n e n t l y  d i s p l a y e d  in  t he p l a c e  t h e  p e r s o n  e n g a g e s  in  p r i v a t e

24 p r a c t i c e ;  a n d

27 (4) t he p e r s o n  l i m i t s  t he p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  of s o c i a l  w o r k

28 to t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  s p e c i a l t y .

29 (d) T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  limit o r  a f f e c t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o r
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1 p r a c t i c e  o f  a p e r s o n  w h o  is n o t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  thi s  chapter.

2 Sec. 08.87.120. L I C E N S E  B Y  CRE D E N T I A L S .  T h e  b o a r d  shall p r o v i d e

3 fo r  l i c e n s i n g  a p e r s o n  as a b a c h e l o r ,  m a s t e r  o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  social

4 w o r k e r  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  if the p e r s o n

5 (1) h o lds a d e g r e e  in  s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a  school w i t h  a

6 soci a l  w o r k  p r o g r a m  a c c r e d i t e d  by  the C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  Educa-

7 tion;

8 (2) has a n  active l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  s o c i a l  w o r k  in an-

9 o t h e r  l i c e n s i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h  r e q u i r e m e n t s  at t he time of the

10 o r i g i n a l  licensure that wer e  s i m i l a r  to or  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  of  this

11 state;

12 (3) is not the s u b ject of a n  u n r e s o l v e d  c o m p laint, r e v i e w

13 p r o c e d u r e ,  or d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  a p r o f e s s i o n a l

14 s o cial w o r k e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  or r e g u l a t o r y  authority;

15 (4) has not failed t he e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h i s  state;

16 (5) has not p r e v i o u s l y  h a d  a license to p r a c t i c e  s o cial

17 w o r k  r e v o k e d  in this or a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;

18 (6) s u bmits p r o o f  of c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c e  as r e q u i r e d  b y

19 r e g u l a t i o n  of the board; and

20 (7) pays all r e q u i r e d  fees.

21 Sec. 08.87.130. L I C E N S E  R E N E W A L  REQUIRED. A  l i cense i s s u e d

22 u n d e r  t h i s  chapter shall be r e n e w e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS  08.01.100.

23 Sec. 08.87.140. FEES. A n  a p p l i c a n t  for e x a m i n a t i o n ,  r e e x a m i n a -

24 tion, o r  issuance o r  renewal o f  a l i c e n s e  shall p a y  the fees e s tab-

25 l i s h e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  A S  08.01.065., ,, E> .. | Jt rt »XA‘ - ■ ' T ..

26 , A R T I C L E  3. P R O H I B I T I O N S  A N D  PE N A L T I E S .

27 Sec. 08.87.200. L I C E N S E  R E Q U I R E D  F O R  U S E  O F  TITLE, (a) U n l e s s

28 l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this chapter, a p e r s o n  m a y  not u s e  t he t i t l e  " s o c i a l

29 w o r k e r "  o r  a title, d e s i gnation, or  d e v i c e  i n d i c a t i n g  o r  t e n d i n g  to
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1

1 i n d i c a t e  t hat t h e  p e r s o n  is a social w o r k e r .  A  p e r s o n  m a y  not u s e  th e

2 l e t t e r s  " L B S W "  as part o f  a t i t l e  u n l e s s  t he p e r s o n  is l i c e n s e d  as a

3 b a c h e l o r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r .  A  p e r s o n  m a y  n ot u s e  t he

A l e t t e r s  " L M S W "  as part of  a t i t l e  u n l e s s  t he p e r s o n  is l i c e n s e d  as  a

5 m a s t e r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r .  A  p e r s o n  m a y  n ot u s e  t he

6 l e t t e r s  " L I S W "  as part o f  a t i t l e  u n l e s s  th e  p e r s o n  is l i c e n s e d  as  an

7 i n d e p e n d e n t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r .  E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in

8 (b) of this s e c t i o n ,  a p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  u s e  t h e  t i t l e  " s ocial w o r k e r

9 i n t e r n "  o r  " s o c i a l  w o r k e r  s t u d e n t . "

10 (b) A  s t u d e n t  e n r o l l e d  in  an a c c r e d i t e d  s o c i a l  w o r k  p r o g r a m  m a y

11 u s e  the t i t l e  " s o cial w o r k e r  i n t e r n "  o r  " s o c i a l  w o r k e r  s t u dent" if the

12 p e r s o n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n s t i t u t e  a p a r t  of  t he p e r s o n ' s  s u p e r v i s e d

13 c o u r s e  of study.

14 (c) A  p e r s o n  w h o  u s e s  a  t i tle o t h e r  t h a n  t he t i t l e s  i n c l u d e d  in

15 (a) a nd (b) o f  this s e c t i o n  is not s u b j e c t  to t h i s  chapter.

16 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 1 0 .  C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  O F  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S .  A  s o c i a l

17 w o r k e r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  n o t  d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  pro -

18 v i d e d  to t h e  social w o r k e r  b y  a c l i e n t  i n  t he c o u r s e  o f  t h eir p r o f e s -

19 s i o n a l  c o n t a c t .  This p r o h i b i t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  if t h e

20 (1) client p r o v i d e s  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  to t h e  social w o r k e r  to

21 r e v e a l  t he c o m m u n i c a t i o n ;
*

22 (2) client is i n c o m p e t e n t  a n d  t h e  g u a r d i a n  or p e r s o n a l

23 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  p r o v i d e s  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  to t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  to  r e v e a l

i
24 t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ;

. i
25 (3) client is d e a d  a nd a  b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  a n  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y

• ■>

26 o n  the c l i e n t ' s  life p r o v i d e s  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  to t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  to

27 r r e v e a l  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ;

28 (4) c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d i s c l o s e s  t h a t  a c r i m e  h a s  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d

29 o r  r e v e a l s  a n  intent t o  c o m m i t  a c r ime;
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(5) c l i e n t  is a m i n o r ,  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d i s c l o s e s  t h a t  t he

c l i e n t  w a s  t he v i c t i m  o f  a c r i m e  or  h a r m f u l  a c t ,  a n d  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r

r e v e a l s  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of a n  o f f i c i a l  e x a m ­

i n a t i o n ,  t r i a l  o r  o t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g  i n  w h i c h  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  of  t h e  

c r i m e  o r  h a r m f u l  a c t  is a s u b j e c t  o f  i n q u i r y ;

(6) c l i e n t  b r i n g s  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  a n d  t h e

s o c i a l  w o r k e r  r e v e a l s  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o n l y  as n e c e s s a r y  to  d e f e n d

the c h a r g e s ;

(7) i n f o r m a t i o n  is r e v e a l e d  a s  p a r t  of t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f

e v i d e n c e  r e l a t e d  t o  a  c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g  o r  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  a

s uit, a c t i o n ,  or  p r o c e e d i n g  i n  court.

(8) s o c i a l  w o r k e r  is c o l l a b o r a t i n g  o r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e a g u e s  o r  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p e r i o r  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  

c l i e n t ;

(9) c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d i s c l o s e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l

w o r k e r  is r e q u i r e d  b y  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  l a w s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  d i s ­

close.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 2 0 .  G R O U N D S  F O R  I M P O S I T I O N  O F  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  S A N C­

TION S .  A f t e r  a h e a r i n g ,  t h e  b o a r d  m a y  i m p o s e  a  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n  

o n  a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w h e n  t h e  b o a r d  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  

l i c e n s e e

(1) s e c u r e d  a l i c e n s e  t h r o u g h  d e c e i t ,  f r aud, o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  

m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

(2) e n g a g e d  i n  d e c e i t ,  f r aud, o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a­

t i o n  i n  the c o u r s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  o r  e n g a g i n g  i n  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;

(3) a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  in a  f a l s e  o r  m i s l e a d ­

i n g  m a n n e r ;

(4) h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a  c r i m e  t h a t  h a s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l
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1 r e l a t i o n s h i p  to t h e  l i c e n s e e ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  o r  that a f f e c t s

2 t h e  l i c e n s e e ' s  a b i l i t y  to  c o n t i n u e  to  p r a c t i c e  c o m p e t e n t l y  an d  safely;

3 < (5) i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  n e g l i g e n t l y  e n g a g e d  i n  o r  p e r m i t t e d

4 t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of  s o c i a l  w o r k  b y  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  t he l i c e n s e e ' s  super-

5 v i s i o n  that d o e s  n o t  c o n f o r m  to  m i n i m u m  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  regard-

6 l ess o f  w h e t h e r  a c t u a l  i n j u r y  o c c u r r e d ;

7 (6) f a i l e d  to c o m p l y  w i t h  t h i s  c h a pter, w i t h  a r e g u l a t i o n

8 a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t his chapter, o r  w i t h  a n  o r d e r  o f  the boar d ;

9 (7) c o n t i n u e d  to p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  b e c o m i n g  u n f i t  d ue to

10 (A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n c o m p e t e n c e ;
i

11 (B) a d d i c t i o n  o r  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  a l c o h o l  or  o t h e r  d r u g s

12 tha t  m a y  e n d a n g e r  the p u b l i c  b y  i m p a i r i n g  the l i c e n s e e ' s  a b i l i t y

13 to p r a c t i c e ;

14 (C) p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y ;

15 (8) e n g a g e d  in l e w d  c o n d u c t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the d e l i v e r y

16 of  p r o f e s s i o n a l  service;

17 (9) h a s  b e e n  h e l d  l i a b l e  f o r  m a l p r a c t i c e  i n  a c i vil action;

18 (10) h a s  h a d  a l i c e n s e  r e v o k e d  i n  a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

19 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 3 0 .  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  S A N C T I O N S .  (a) I f  it f i nds that a

2 0  l i c e n s e e  ha s  c o m m i t t e d  a n  a c t  set o u t  i n  A S  0 8 . 8 7 . 2 2 0 ,  the b o a r d  m a y

21 i m p o s e  t he f o l l o w i n g  s a n c t i o n s  s i n g l y  o r  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n :

22 (1) p e r m a n e n t l y  r e v o k e  a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e ;

23 (2) s u s p e n d  a l i c e n s e  f o r  a d e t e r m i n a t e  p e r i o d  of time;

24 (3) c e n s u r e  a l i c e n s e e ;

25 (4) i s s u e  a l e t t e r  o f  r e p r i m a n d  to  the licensee;

26 (5) p l a c e  a l i c e n s e e  o n  p r o b a t i o n a r y  s t a t u s  a n d  r e q u i r e  t he

27 l i c e n s e e  to
4* t'

28 (A) r e p o r t  r e g u l a r l y  to  t he b o a r d  u p o n  m a t t e r s  ihvolv-

29 i n g  th e  b a s i s  of p r o b a t i o n ;
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(B) limit p r a c t i c e  to t h o s e  areas p r e s cribed;

(C) c o n t i n u e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  until a s a t i s f a c­

tory d e g r e e  of  skill ha s  b e e n  a t t a i n e d  in t h o s e  areas that are

the b a s i s  of p r o b a t i o n ;

(6) i m pose l i m i t a t i o n s  o r  c o n d itions o n  the p r a c t i c e  of a

licensee;

(7) r e f u s e  to r e n e w  a license.

(b) T h e  b o a r d  m ay w i t h d r a w  p r o b a t i o n a r y  s t a t u s  if it f i nds that 

the d e f i c i e n c i e s  that r e q u i r e d  the s a n c t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  remedied.

(c) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  s u m m a r i l y  s u s p e n d  a license b e f o r e  final 

h e a r i n g  o r  d u r i n g  the a p p e a l  p r o c e s s  if the b o a r d  finds that the 

licensee p o s e s  a c l e a r  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  d a n g e r  to t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and 

safe t y  if t he licensee c o n t i n u e s  to practice. A  p e r s o n  w h o s e  license 

is s u s p e n d e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is e n t i t l e d  to a  h e a r i n g  by  t he b o a r d  

no  later t h a n  s e v e n  day s  a f t e r  the ef f e c t i v e  d a t e  of the order. The 

p e r s o n  m a y  a p p e a l  the s u s p e n s i o n  a f t e r  a h e a r i n g  to a court of c o m p e­

tent j u r i s d i c t i o n .

(d) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  r e i n s t a t e  a license that has b e e n  s u s p e n d e d  or 

revoked if t h e  b o a r d  f i nds a f t e r  a h e a r i n g  that the a p p l icant is able 

to p r a c t i c e  w i t h  r e a s o n a b l e  skill a n d  safety.

(e) T h e  b o a r d  s h all s e e k  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of 

d i s c i p l i n a r y  sanctions. T he b o a r d  s h all e x p l a i n  significant de p a r t u r e  

from p r i o r  d e c i s i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  in f i n dings of fact 

or orders.

Sec. 08 . 8 7 . 2 4 0 .  C R I M I N A L  P E N ALTY. A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  A S  08.-

87.200 o r  0 8 . 8 7 . 2 1 0  of  this c h a p t e r  is guilty of  a class B  m i s d e m e a n­

or.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7.250. I N J U N C T I V E  RELIEF. T h e  b o a r d  m a y  a p p l y  to the 

s u p e r i o r  c o urt fo r  a n  o r d e r  e n j o i n i n g  a p e r s o n  subject to thi s  c h a p t e r
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1 o r  w h o s e  l i c e n s e  is s u s p e n d e d ,  r e v o k e d ,  o r  e x p i r e d  f r o m  v i o l a t i n g  this
i

2 chapter.

3 A R T I C L E  4. G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S .

4 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 4 5 0 .  E X E M P T I O N .  E m p l o y e e s  of  a r e g i o n a l  o r  v i l l a g e

5 n o n p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  43  U . S . C .  1601 - 1628 (Alaska

6 N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act )  are e x e m p t  f r o m  thi s  chapter.
I

7 Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 5 0 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r  " b o a r d "  m e a n s  the

8 B o a r d  of  S o c i a l  W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s .

9 * Sec. 5. A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 3 3 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:
f

10 (53) B o a r d  of  S o c i a l  W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s  (AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 ) .

11 * Sec. 6. W i t h i n  60 day s  a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  thi s  A c t  the
) t

12 g o v e r n o r  shall a p p o i n t  i n i t i a l  m e m b e r s  t o  t he B o a r d  of  S o c i a l  W o r k e r  Exam-

13 i n e r s . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0  as e n a c t e d  in sec. 4 of  t his Act,

14 i n i t i a l  m e m b e r s  m u s t  c o n s i s t  of t h r e e  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  in

15 s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a s c h o o l  w i t h  a s o c i a l  w o r k  p r o g r a m  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the

16 C o u n c i l  on S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ,  at least o n e  o f  w h o m  is e n g a g e d  i n  the

17 p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  of s o c i a l  w o r k ,  one p e r s o n  w i t h  a b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  in

18 s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a s c h o o l  w i t h  a s o c i a l  w o r k  p r o g r a m  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the

19 C o u n c i l  on S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  o n e  p u b l i c  m e m b e r .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g

2 0  AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 2 0  as e n a c t e d  in  sec. 4 of thi s  A c t  a n d  A S  3 9 . 0 5 . 0 5 5 ( 3 ) ,  one

2 1  i n i t i a l  m e m b e r  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  o n e - y e a r  term, o n e  i n i t i a l  m e m b e r  s h a l l  serve

22 a t w o - y e a r  term, o n e  i n i t i a l  m e m b e r  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t h r e e - y e a r  term, a n d  two

23 i n i t i a l  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o u r - y e a r  t e rms, as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  th e  g o v e rnor.

24  *  Sec. 7. (a) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 ( a )  as e n a c t e d  i n  sec. 4 of

25 thi s  Act, a p e r s o n  m a y  a p p l y  f o r  a n d  r e c e i v e  a  l i c e n s e  as a b a c h e l o r  social

26 w o r k e r  if t he p e r s o n

27 (1) h o l d s  a d e g r e e  in  s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a s c h o o l  w i t h  a social

28 w o r k  p r o g r a m  that is n o t  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n

29 o r  a b a c h e l o r ' s  o r  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  in  a  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  f i e l d  r e l a t e d  to
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1 s o c i a l  w o r k  as d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  p r a c t i c i n g  u n d e r  t he

2 t i t l e  " s o c i a l  w o r k e r "

3 (A) f o r  at l e a s t  2 4  c o n s e c u t i v e  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  J u l y  1,

4  1988; o r

5 (B) b e f o r e  J u l y  1, 1988 a n d  is e m p l o y e d  o n  t h e  d a t e  of

6 a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a l i c e n s e  i n  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  a n  a g e n c y  t h a t

7 h a s  e m p l o y e e s  w h o  u s e  t h e  t i t l e  " s o c i a l  w o r k e r " ;

8 (2) m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  AS  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 ) ,  (3) a n d  (4);

9 o r

10 (3) h a s  b e e n  p r a c t i c i n g  s o c i a l  w o r k  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a

11 p e r s o n  e l i g i b l e  to be l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  A c t  f o r  at least t w o  y e a r s .

12 (b) A  p e r s o n  w h o  d o e s  n ot m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 -

13 (a)(2) b u t  o t h e r w i s e  m e e t s  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  A S  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 ( b )  m a y  a p p l y

14 f or a n d  r e c e i v e  a l i c e n s e  as a m a s t e r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r .

15 (c) A  p e r s o n  w h o  d o e s  no t  m e e t  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 8 7 . -

16 1 0 0 ( a ) ( 2 )  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  m e e t s  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  A S  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 ( c )  m a y  a p p l y

17 f o r  an d  r e c e i v e  a l i c e n s e  as a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r .

18 (d) A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a l i c e n s e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m u s t  b e  f i l e d

19 b e f o r e  J u l y  1, 1988.

20 *  Sec. 8. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  0 8 . 8 7 . 2 0 0 ,  a p e r s o n  p r a c t i c i n g  s o c i a l  w o r k

21 o n  J u l y  1, 1986, m a y  u s e  a t i t l e  a n d  l e t t e r s  as p a r t  of t h e  t i t l e  t h a t

22  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  is a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n t i l  J u n e  30, 1 9 88, e v e n  if

23 t h e  p e r s o n  is n o t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0  o r  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 2 0 .

2 4  * Sec. 9. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1986.
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