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1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 H O U S E  CS F O R  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 201 (Resources)

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE OF  A L A S K A

4  F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act e n t itled: "An Act c r e a t i n g  a p u b l i c  access fund."

7 B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S  A N D  INTENT. (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e

9 f i nds that a c c e s s  to state w a t e r s  fo r  f i s hing, hunting, g u i d i n g ,  b o a ting,

10 l o d g e  o p e r a t i o n  and o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  is v ery i m p o rtant to the econo-

11 m y  of the state. S t ate waters, a nd p u b l i c  access to t h o s e  waters, is

12 c r i tical to the i n t e r r e l a t e d  r e c r e a t i o n ,  tourism, g u i d i n g  a nd lodge indus-

13 tries. T h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  a  l a rge n u m b e r  of small, r e s i d e n t  A l a s k a

14 bus i n e s s e s .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  of s t a t e  w a t e r s  is a lso e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t

15 to the p e o p l e  of the state. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  further finds that m a n y  of the

16 s t a t e’s p o p u l a r  f r e s h w a t e r  a n d  m a r i n e  fi s h e r i e s  a re s e v e r e l y  o v e r c r o w d e d

17 a n d  that i n c r e a s i n g  the ease of  acce s s  to  ad d i t i o n a l  w a t e r s  s u i t a b l e  for

18 r e c r e a t i o n a l  use s  w o u l d  e n h a n c e  the e n j o y m e n t  by the p e o p l e ,  w o u l d  be

19 be n e f i c i a l  to the economy, a n d  w o u l d  r e d u c e  the o v e r c r o w d i n g  o n  the a l r e a d y

20 p o p u l a r  waters.

21 (b) It is the intent of t he l e g i s l a t u r e  to e n c o u r a g e  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s

22 to d e v e l o p  access to a d d i t i o n a l  w a t e r s  o f  the state n e a r  the s t a te's m a j o r

23 p o p u l a t i o n  areas.

24 * Sec. 2. AS  38.05 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

25 Sec. 38.05.874. P U B L I C  A C C E S S  F U N D  CREATED. (a) T h e r e  is

26 c r e a t e d  in  the g e neral f u n d  a p u b l i c  access fund. T h e  f u n d  c o n s i s t s

27 of m o n e y  d e r i v e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m  indi>

28 v i d u a l s  a nd c orporations. T h e  f u n d  shall be i n v e s t e d  b y  the c o m mis-

29 s i o n e r  of revenue. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of r e v e n u e  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  the
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p e r m a n e n t  f u n d  d i v i d e n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  to a l l o w  a p p l i c a n t s  to d e s i g n a t e  

tha t  $5 of the d i v i d e n d  b e  s u b t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e i r  c h e c k  a n d  d e p o s i t e d  

in t h e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  fund. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  m a y  u se m o n e y  in  

t he p u b l i c  a c c e s s  fund to p a y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o sts i n c u r r e d  u n d e r  this 

s u b s e c t i o n .

(b) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in  (a) of  thi s  section, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

s h a l l  a d m i n i s t e r  the fund. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  a f t e r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  

a n d  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of f i s h  a n d  gam e  a n d  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i lities, m a y  u se m o n e y  in 

t h e  f u n d  to d e v e l o p  b o a t i n g  a c c e s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the p u r c h a s e  a n d  l e a s e  

o f  land, ea s e m e n t s ,  a n d  r i ghts of  w a y  to e n h a n c e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  to 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  areas.

(c) The t i t l e  to r i g h t s  of p u b l i c  a c c e s s  to r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r eas 

o b t a i n e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  v e s t s  in  t h e  state. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

s h a l l  i n c l u d e  i n  the i n s t r u m e n t  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t i t l e  to the s t a t e  a 

c l a u s e  r e q u i r i n g  that the l and b e  u s e d  f o r  p u b l i c  access. If t he land 

c e a s e s  to be a v a i l a b l e  f or p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  the s t ate s h all p a y  t he 

a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  of the land to the fund.

(d) If the state r e c e i v e s  f u nds u n d e r  16 U.S.C. 7 7 7 - 7 7 7 k  (Sport 

F i s h  R e s t o r a t i o n  Act), a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0  p e r c e n t  of t he funds s h a l l  b e  

u s e d  to i m p l e m e n t  the p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  section. E x p e n d i t u r e  of  

f u n d s  r e c e i v e d  by the s t a t e  u n d e r  t his s u b s e c t i o n  is s u b j e c t  to the 

a p p r o v a l  of th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of f i s h  a n d  game.

(e) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  a p p r o p r i a t e  to th e  fund.

(f) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  u n d e r  the A d m i n i s t r a­

t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Ac t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 )  t h a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to i m p l e m e n t  this 

s e c t i o n .

*  Sec. 3. A S  3 8 . 5 0 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d

Sec. 38.50.010. A U T H O R I Z A T I O N .  S u b j e c t  to the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of

H C S  C S S B  2 0 1 (Res)



HCS CSSB 201(Res)

■

t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  

is a u t h o r i z e d  to d i s p o s e  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  l a n d  b y  e x c h a n g­

in g  it f o r  land, i n t e r e s t  i n  l a n d ,  o r  o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  E x c h a n g e s  

s h a l l  b e  for t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  s t a t e  l a n d  h o l d i n g s ,  c r e a t­

ing  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  u s e  p a t t e r n s  w h i c h  w i l l  p e r m i t  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p u b l i c  d o m a i n ,  u s i n g  f u nds f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  

a c c e s s  f u n d  to c r e a t e  a c c e s s  t o  w a t e r s  of  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  h i g h  v a l u e  

f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s ,  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of s t a t e  p r o g r a m s ,  

o r  o t h e r  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s .


