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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  a d o p t i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n

7 e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 3 . 1 1 . 0 4 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 Sec. 1 3 . 1 1 . 0 4 5 .  M E A N I N G  O F  " C H I L D "  A N D  R E L A T E D  T E R M S .  If, f o r

11 p u r p o s e s  of  i n t e s t a t e  s u c c e s s i o n ,  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d

12 m u s t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  to  d e t e r m i n e  s u c c e s s i o n  by, t h r o u g h ,  o r  fro m  a

13 p e r s o n ,

14 (1) a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  is t he c h i l d  of a n  a d o p t i n g  p a r e n t

15 a n d  n ot of  t h e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  u n l e s s  t h e  d e c r e e  o f  a d o p t i o n  s p e cif-

16 i c a l l y  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  r i R h t s  [ E X C E P T

17 T H A T  A D O P T I O N  O F  A  C H I L D  B Y  T H E  S P O U S E  O F  A  N A T U R A L  P A R E N T  H A S  N O

18 E F F E C T  O N  T H E  R E L A T I O N S H I P  B E T W E E N  T H E  C H I L D  A N D  E I T H E R  N A T U R A L  PAR-

19 ENT] ;

20 (2) i n  c a s e s  no t  c o v e r e d  b y  (1) of  t his s e c t i o n ,  a p e r s o n

2 1  b o r n  o u t  of  w e d l o c k  is a c h i l d  o f  the m o t h e r ;  t h a t  p e r s o n  is also a

22 c h i l d  of  t h e  f a t h e r ,  if:

23 (A) t he n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  m a r r i a g e

2 4  c e r e m o n y  b e f o r e  or  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  c h i l d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e

25 a t t e m p t e d  m a r r i a g e  is v o i d ;  or

2 6  (B) t h e  p a t e r n i t y  is e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  a n  a d j u d i c a t i o n

27 b e f o r e  t h e  d e a t h  of  t h e  f a t h e r  o r  is e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e a f t e r  b y

28  c l e a r  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  p r o o f ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  p a t e r n i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d

29  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b p a r a g r a p h  is i n e f f e c t i v e  t o  q u a l i f y  t h e  f a t h e r  o r
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1 t h e  f a t h e r ' s  k i n d r e d  to i n herit from or  t h r o u g h  the c h i l d  u n l e s s

2 t he f a t h e r  ha s  o p e n l y  t r e a t e d  t he c h i l d  as t he father's, and ha s

3 no t  r e f u s e d  to s u p p o r t  the child.

4  * Sec. 2. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 2 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

5 (b) W h e n  a n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  b i r t h  is e s t a b l i s h e d ,  the actu a l

6 p l a c e  a n d  d a t e  of b i r t h  s h a l l  be shown. T he n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  shall b e

7 s u b s t i t u t e d  for t he o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h ,  and

8 (1) t h e r e a f t e r ,  in the c ase of a n  a d o p t i o n ,  the o r i ginal

9 c e r t i f i c a t e  and t he e v i d e n c e  of a d o p t i o n  are n o t  s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n

10 e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0  o r  by  o r d e r  of  t he

11 s u p e r i o r  court u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 :  b ut the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  shall a l l o w

12 i n s p e c t i o n  by an  a g e n t  o f  the s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i n g  in

13 t he p e r f o r m a n c e  of th e  a g e n t ' s  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ;  in  the case of a

14 l e g i t i m a t i o n ,  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  t h e  e v i d e n c e  of  [ A D O PTION

15 OR] l e g i t i m a t i o n  a re n o t  s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n  o r d e r  of

16 t h e  s u p e r i o r  court o r  as p r o v i d e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n ;  h o w e v e r ,  the regula-

17 t i o n  s h a l l  a l l o w  i n s p e c t i o n  by a n  a g ent of t h e  s t a t e  or  f e deral gov-

18 e r n m e n t  a c t i n g  in t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of t he a g e n t 's [HIS] o f f i c i a l

19 d u t i e s ;

20 (2) u p o n  r e c e i p t  of a r e p o r t  t h a t  a n  a d o p t i o n  has b e e n

21 v a c a t e d ,  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  b i r t h  s h a l l  b e  r e s t o r e d  to its

22 p l a c e  i n  the f i les a n d  t h e  n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  e v i d e n c e  are not sub-

23 j e c t  to  i n s p e c t i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n  o r d e r  of a s u p e r i o r  court.

24  * Sec. 3. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 3 7 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to read:

25 (14) " a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t” m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  h as a d o p t e d  anoth-

26  e r  p e r s o n  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 ;

2 7  (15) " b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  the orig i -

28 n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  of  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

29  (16) " c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y
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l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  47.35.100;

(17) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  

s o c i a l  services;

(18) "medical h i s t o r y "  i n c l u d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to a 

p e r s o n ' s  m e d i c a l  conditions an d  t r e a tment, i m m u n i z a t i o n  records, a n d  

o t h e r  m e d i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  about t he p e r s o n  t hat could b e  im p o r t a n t  to 

the h e a l t h  c a r e  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n . .

* Sec. 4. AS 1 8 . 5 0  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  6. A C C E S S  T O  A D O P T I O N  INFORMATION.

Sec. 18.50.500. I D E N T I T Y  O F  B I O L O G I C A L  PARENTS. (a) A f t e r  

r e c e i v i n g  a request by a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 y e a r s  of age o r  o l d e r  f o r  

th e  i d e n t i t y  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  of th e  p e rson, the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  

s h a l l  p r o v i d e  the p e r s o n  w i t h  a n  u n c e r t i f i e d  copy of th e  p e r s o n ' s  

o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t ificate a n d  an y  c h a n g e  in the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ' s  

n a m e  o r  a d d ress a t t a c h e d  to t he certificate.

(b) T h e  state r e g i s t r a r  m a y  not d i s c l o s e  the name a n d  a d d r e s s  of 

a b i o l o g i c a l  parent, except as r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  or  

b y  the court u n d e r  AS 2 5 . 2 3.150.

(c) A n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 y e a r s  of a ge o r  older, o r  a  b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t ,  m a y  submit to the s t ate r e g i s t r a r  a n o t i c e  of c h a n g e  of n a m e  

o r  address. T h e  state r e g i s t r a r  s h all a t t a c h  the i n f o r m a t i o n  to t h e  

o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  cer t i f i c a t e  of t h e  a d o p t e d  person.

(d) T h e  state r e g i s t r a r  s h all d i s c l o s e  to a  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  

at that p a r e n t ' s  request, the m o s t  c u r r e n t  n a m e  and a d d r e s s  o f  a n  

a d o p t e d  c h i l d  that a p p e a r  in t h e  s t ate r e g i s t r a r ' s  a d o p t i o n  f i l e s  if 

t h e  child is 18 years of  age o r  o l d e r  a n d  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  in w r i t i n g  

t h a t  the i n f o r m a t i o n  be  d i s c l o s e d  if e v e r  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t .

Sec. 18.50.510. DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION REGARDING BIOLOGICAL
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P A R E N T S .  (a) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l ,  at t h e  r e q u e s t  of  a n  a d o p­

t i v e  p a r e n t  o r  of  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o l d e r ,  r e l e a s e  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  the 

o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  of t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  if a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  the 

r e g i s t r a r ' s  a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s :

(1) t h e  a g e  of  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o n  t h e  d a y  t he a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  w a s  born;

(2) t h e  h e r i t a g e  of t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  to i n c l u d e :

(A) n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ;

(B) e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ;  and

(C) t r i b a l  m e m b e r s h i p ;

(3) t h e  m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y  of  t he b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a n d  of 

b l o o d  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

(4) t h e  n u m b e r  of y e a r s  of s c h o o l  c o m p l e t e d  by t h e  b i o l o g i­

cal p a r e n t  b y  th e  d a y  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w a s  born;

(5) a p h y s i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o n  the

d a y  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w a s  b o rn, i n c l u d i n g  h e i g h t ,  w e i g h t ,  a n d  c o l o r

of  h a i r ,  e y e s  a n d  s k i n ;

(6) t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  o f  the b i o l o g i c a l

p a r e n t ;

(7) w h e t h e r  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  w a s  a l i v e  at t h e  t i m e  of

a d o p t i o n ;

(8) t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;  a n d

(9) o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  for 

d i s c l o s u r e  to  t h e  c h i l d ,  w h i c h  m a y  i n c l u d e  s u c h  i t e m s  as p h o t o g r a p h s ,  

l e t t e r s ,  a n d  a s t a t e m e n t  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n .

(b) I n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d  u n d e r  (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be  o n  a 

s t a n d a r d  f o r m  p r e p a r e d  by  t he c o m m i s s i o n e r .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  n ot 

i n c l u d e  t he n a m e  o f  a  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o r  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  n o t
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1 l i s t e d  in (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

2 * Sec. 5. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

3 (a) T h e  r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  b e  e x e c u t e d  at a n y

4 t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t he c o u r t  o r  i n

5 t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to t a k e  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s .  T h e

6 c o n s e n t  is n o t  v a l i d  u n l e s s  the c o n s e n t  f o r m  s t a t e s  tha t  t he p e r s o n

7 c o n s e n t i n g  t o  t h e  a d o p t i o n  h as the r i R h t  to w i t h d r a w  tha t  c o n s e n t  as

8 p r o v i d e d  i n  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 7 0 ( b ) ,  a n d  u n l e s s  th e  p e r s o n  c o n s e n t i n g  to t he

9 a d o p t i o n  a c k n o w l e d g e s  r e c e i p t  of a c o p y  of the c o n s e n t  form. T h e

10 p e r s o n  g i v i n g  c o n s e n t  s h a l l  s t ate i n  t he c o n s e n t  f o r m  w h e t h e r  t h e

11 c h i l d  is a m e m b e r  of  a n  I n d i a n  t r i b e  o r  the b i o l o g i c a l  c h i l d  of  a

12 m e m b e r  of a n  I n d i a n  t r i b e ,  so that t h e  c o u r t  m a y  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  th e

13 p r o v i s i o n s  o f  25 U . S . C .  1 9 0 1  - 1963 ( I n d i a n  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  A c t  o f  1 9 78)

14 apply.i

15 * Sec. 6. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

16 (c) A  c o n s e n t  e x e c u t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is e f f e c t i v e  as a

17 p o w e r  of a t t o r n e y  u n d e r  A S  1 3 . 2 6 . 0 2 0 .  U n l e s s  t h e  c o n s e n t  f o r m  p r o ­

18 v i d e s  o t h e r w i s e ,  a n d  r e g a r d l e s s  of w h e t h e r  t h e  f o r m  n a m e s  o r  i d e n­

19 t i f i e s  t he a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t ,  the c o n s e n t  d e l e g a t e s  to t h e  a d o p t i v e

20 p a r e n t  a ll p o w e r s  tha t  m a y  be  d e l e g a t e d  u n d e r  A S  1 3 . 2 6 . 0 2 0 .  T h e  p o w e r

21 of  a t t o r n e y  t a k e s  e f f e c t  w h e n  the c h i l d  is d e l i v e r e d  to  t h e  a d o p t i v e

22 p a r e n t ,  a n d  r e m a i n s  i n  e f f e c t  as l o n g  as t he c o n s e n t  is i n  e f f e c t ;  b ut

23 t h e  p o w e r  o f  a t t o r n e y  is n o t  e f f e c t i v e  b e y o n d  o n e  y e a r ,  u n l e s s  t he

24 c o u r t  e x t e n d s  it fo r  g o o d  cause. T h e  p o w e r  o f  a t t o r n e y  d o e s  n o t

25 t e r m i n a t e  o n  t he d e a t h  o r  d i s a b i l i t y  of  t h e  p e r s o n  e x e c u t i n g  t he

26 c o n s e n t ,  u n l e s s  th e  c o n s e n t  f o r m  s o  s t a tes. T h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  n o t

27 b e  c o n s t r u e d  to  a l t e r  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  C o m p a c t  o n

28 t h e  P l a c e m e n t  o f  C h i l d r e n  (AS 4 7 . 7 0 ) .

29 *  Sec. 7. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 7 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:
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(b) A  c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  m a y  be w i t h d r a w n  b e fore t he entry of a 

d e c r e e  of adoption, w i t h i n  10 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  consent is R i v e n , by 

d e l i v e r i n g  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  to  the p e r s o n  o b t a i n i n g  the consent, or 

a f t e r  the 10-d a y  period, if  the court finds, a f t e r  notice and o p p o r­

t u n i t y  to be h e a r d  is a f f o r d e d  to p e t i t i o n e r ,  t he p e rson seeking the 

w i t h d r a w a l ,  a n d  the a g e n c y  p l a c i n g  a c h i l d  f o r  adoption, that the 

w i t h d r a w a l  is in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of the p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d  and the 

c o u r t  orders the w i t h d r a w a l .

*  Sec. 8. AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 0 8 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) A  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  of t h e  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  or v e r i f i c a t i o n  of 

t h e  b i r t h  r e c o r d  of t he p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ,  if available, the i n f o r­

m a t i o n  s p e c i f i e d  in A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 ( a ) ,  if a v a i l a b l e ,  and the r e q u i r e d  

c o n s ents, r e l i n q u i s h m e n t s ,  a n d  t e r m i n a t i o n  o r d e r s  shall be filed w i t h  

t he clerk.

*  Sec. 9. AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 0 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A f t e r  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  to a d opt a minor, the court 

s h a l l  fix a time and p l a c e  fo r  h e a r i n g  the petition. At least 20 d a y s  

b e f o r e  the d a t e  of h e a r i n g ,  the p e t i t i o n e r  s h a l l  give n o t i c e  of t he 

f i l i n g  of t he p e t i t i o n  a n d  o f  the time a n d  p l a c e  of h e a r i n g  [SHALL BE  

G I V E N  BY T H E  PET I T I O N E R ]  to (1) the d e p a r t m e n t ,  unless the a d o p t i o n  is 

b y  a st e p p a r e n t  of th e  child; (2) any a g e n c y  o r  p e r s o n  w h ose c o n s e n t  

t o  the a d o p t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  b y  this c h a p t e r ,  bu t  who has not c o n s e n t­

ed; and (3) a p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e n t  is d i s p e n s e d  w i t h  u p o n  any g r o u n d  

m e n t i o n e d  i n  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 5 0 ( a ) ( 1 ) ,  (2), (3), (6), (7), (8) and (9), but 

w h o  has n o t  consented. T h e  n o t i c e  to t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall be a c c o m­

p a n i e d  by a copy of t h e  p e t i tion. [IN T H I S  SUBSECTION, " S T E P P A R E N T "  

M E A N S  T H E  S P O U S E  O F  A  N A T U R A L  P A R E N T  OF  T H E  C H I L D  R E S I D I N G  IN T H E  S A M E

H O U S E H O L D . ]

*  Sec. 10. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 0 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d



o

*1 (b) N o t i c e  to p e r s o n s  s p e c i f i e d  in  AS  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 5 0  s h a l l  include a

2 s t a t e m e n t  of t he grounds u n d e r  w h i c h  c o n s e n t  to the a d o p t i o n  is n o t

3 r e q uired. N o t i c e  g i v e n  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be a d e q u a t e  to g i v e

4 a c t u a l  n o t i c e  of the pro c e e d i n g s ,  t a k i n g  into a c c o u n t  e d u c a t i o n  a n d

5 l a n guage d i f f e r e n c e s  w h i c h  are k n o w n  or  r e a s o n a b l y  a s c e r t a i n a b l e  b y

6 the p e t i t i o n e r  or  the department. T h e  n o t i c e  of  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  c o n t a i n

7 all n a mes b y  w h i c h  the m i n o r  has b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  an d  s h a l l  state i n

8 s u m m a r y  f o r m  the effect of a d e c r e e  of a d o p t i o n .  N o t i c e  shall b e

9 g i v e n  in the m a n n e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  u n d e r  r u l e s  of c i vil p r o c e d u r e  for t h e

10 s e r v i c e  of p r o c e s s  in a civil a c t i o n  i n  this s t a t e  or  i n  a n y  m a n n e r

11 the court by  o r d e r  directs. N o t i c e  by p u b l i c a t i o n  m a y  n o t  be g i v e n

12 unless, fo r  c o m p e l l i n g  reasons, the court o r d e r s  it to b e  R i v e n  u n d e r

13 the p r o c e d u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in R u l e  4 of  t he A l a s k a  R u l e s  of C i v i l

14 P r o c e d u r e . P r o o f  of the g i v i n g  of the n o t i c e  s h all be f i l e d  w i t h  t h e

15 court b e f o r e  the p e t i t i o n  is heard, s u b j e c t  to  the tim e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n

16 (e) of this section.

17 * Sec. 11. A S  25.23 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  read:

18 Sec. 25.23.125. I N T E R E S T S  OF  M I N O R  T O  B E  A D O P T E D .  (a) If t he

19 p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d  is a m i n o r  u n d e r  the a g e  of  10 a n d  t h e  p e r s o n  is

20 of s u f f i c i e n t  age and i n t e l l i g e n c e  to s t a t e  d e s i r e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t he

21 adoption, t h e  court shall c o n s i d e r  the p e r s o n ' s  d e s ires.

22 (b) T h e  court m ay a p p o i n t  a g u a r d i a n  ad  l i t e m  o r  attorney, o r

23 both, u n d e r  AS 25.24.310 f or a m i n o r  w h o  is to be a d o p t e d .

24 (c) T h e  court m ay i s sue a p r o t e c t i v e  o r d e r  o r  o t h e r  o r d e r  t h a t

25 is in t he b e s t  interest of  a m i n o r  w h o  is to b e  adopted.

26 * Sec. 12. A S  25.23.130(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

27 (a) A final d e cree of  adoption, w h e t h e r  i s s u e d  b y  a  court o f

28 thi s  s t a t e  or of any o t h e r  state, ha s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e f f e c t  as to

29 m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o r  b e f o r e  a  c o u r t  of t h i s  state:
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(1) e x c e p t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a s p o u s e  of the p e t i t i o n e r  a n d  

r e l a t i v e s  o f  t he s p o u s e ,  to r e l i e v e  the n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  o f  the a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  of  all p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a n d , e x c e p t  as 

p r o v i d e d  i n  (c) of  this s e c t i o n ,  to t e r m i n a t e  al l  legal r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

b e t w e e n  t he a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s  

o f  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  so t hat t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  t h e r e a f t e r  is a 

s t r a n g e r  to the f o r m e r  r e l a t i v e s  f o r  all p u r p o s e s  i n c l u d i n g  i n h e r i­

tance, u n l e s s  t he d e c r e e  of a d o p t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e s  f or c o n t i n­

u a t i o n  of i n h e r i t a n c e  r i g h t s ,  a n d  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  d o c u m e n t s ,  s t a t u t e s ,  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  w h e t h e r  e x e c u t e d  b e f o r e  or  

a f t e r  the a d o p t i o n  is d e c r e e d ,  w h i c h  do n o t  e x p r e s s l y  i n c l u d e  the 

p e r s o n  by n a m e  or  by s ome d e s i g n a t i o n  not b a s e d  o n  a p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  

o r  b l o o d  r e l a t i o n s h i p ;  a nd

(2) to c r e a t e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  b e t w e e n  

p e t i t i o n e r  a n d  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  as if t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w e r e  a 

b l o o d  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  the p e t i t i o n e r ,  for a ll p u r p o s e s  i n c l u d i n g  i n h e r i­

t a n c e  a n d  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  st a t u t e s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  

w h e t h e r  e x e c u t e d  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  is d e c r e e d ,  w h i c h  d o  n o t  

e x p r e s s l y  e x c l u d e  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  from t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  o r  e f f e c t .

* Sec. 13. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 3 0  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(c) N o t h i n g  in t h i s  c h a p t e r  p r o h i b i t s  a n  a d o p t i o n  tha t  a l l o w s  

v i s i t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  a nd t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  n a t u r a l  p a r­

ent s  or o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s .

* Sec. 14. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( b )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to read:

(b) T h e  p a p e r s  a n d  r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  t o  a n  a d o p t i o n  tha t  a r e  a 

p a r t  of  the p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  o f  a court a r e  s u b j e c t  to  i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y  

u p o n  c o n s e n t  of  t h e  court. T h e  p a p e r s  a n d  r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  t o  a n  

a d o p t i o n  o n  f i l e  w i t h  t he d e p a r t m e n t ,  a n  a g e n c y ,  o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  a r e  

s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y  w i t h  c o n s e n t  o f  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  o r

CC S  SB 187 -8-



b y  o r d e r  of  a c o u r t  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  s h o w n .  E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  i n  t his 

s e c t i o n ,  a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s  of t h e  B u r e a u  o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  s u b­

j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  18.50.

* Sec. 15. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  law, o r  as a u t h o r i z e d  in 

w r i t i n g  b y  t he a d o p t e d  c h i l d A  if 14 o r  m o r e  y e a r s  of  age, o r  by the 

a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t ,  o r  u p o n  o r d e r  o f  t h e  c o u r t  f or g o o d  c a u s e  s h o w n  [IN 

E X C E P T I O N A L  C A S E S ] , a  [NO] p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  [IS R E Q U I R E D  TO] d i s c l o s e  

t h e  [NAME OR] i d e n t i t y  o r  a d d r e s s  o f  e i t h e r  a n  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  o r  an 

a d o p t e d  child.

k Sec. 16. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(d) T h e  c o u r t  m a y  o r d e r  t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  of a n a t u r a l  p a r e n t ' s  

i d e n t i t y  o r  a d d r e s s  o n l y  if

(1) t he c o u r t  m a k e s  a n  e x p r e s s  f i n d i n g  t h a t  the d i s c l o s u r e  

is r e q u i r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  a m e d i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  or  o t h e r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

c i r c u m s t a n c e ;  a nd

(2) t h e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t ,  t he a d o p t e d  c h i l d ,  and t he a d o p t i v e  

p a r e n t s  a r e  a f f o r d e d  p r o p e r  n o t i c e  a n d  a h e a r i n g ;  t h e  court m a y  w a i v e  

t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t  if it finds t h e r e  is a m e d i c a l  

n e c e s s i t y  that p o s e s  a n  i m m e d i a t e  r i s k  to life.

* Sec. 17. A S  2 5 . 2 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 7 3 .  I N D I A N  C H I L D  A D O P T I O N  R E P O R T S .  A f t e r  e n t e r i n g  a

final d e c r e e  o r  o r d e r  in a n  I n d i a n  c h i l d  a d o p t i v e  p l a c e m e n t ,  the c o u r t  

s h all s e n d  to t he S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a c o p y  o f  t h e  d e c r e e  o r  

o r d e r  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  25 U . S . C .  195 1  (sec. 3 0 1 ( a )  of 

th e  I n d i a n  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  A c t  o f  1978).

*  Sec. 18. A S  2 5 . 2 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 .  R E C O R D S  A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N .  (a) At t h e  t i m e  a 

p e t i t i o n  for a d o p t i o n  is f i l e d  w i t h  t he c o u r t ,  t h e  a g e n c y  o r
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i n d i v i d u a l  p l a c i n g  t h e  p e r s o n  £or adoption, or t he petitioner, shall 

file w i t h  t h e  court, for r e l e a s e  to the s t ate r e g i s t r a r  of v i t a l  

s t a t i s t i c s ,  the f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  or a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  of its 

u n a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  o n  forms p r o v i d e d  b y  the department:

(1) t he a d d r e s s  of e a c h  p a r e n t  n a m e d  on t h e  original b i r t h  

cert i f i c a t e ;  and

(2) b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q uired u n d e r  AS 18.50.510

(b) U p o n  e n t r y  of a d e c r e e  of  adoption, t he c l e r k  of t he court 

shall t r a n s m i t  to t h e  B u reau of V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  the i n f o r m a t i o n

p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  (a) o f  this s e c tion. The b u r e a u  shall a t t a c h  the 

i n f o r m a t i o n  to the o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  the a d o pted person.

(c) A  c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  l i c ensed u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0  shall 

m a i n t a i n  r e c o r d s  of the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  to be furnished to the 

court u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  or u n d e r  reg u l a t i o n s  of  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

i m p l e m e n t i n g  this section. If a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  agen c y  ceases to p l ace 

p e r s o n s  for a d o p t i o n ,  it shall t r a n s f e r  its r e c ords to the com m i s s i o n -

Sec. 2 5 . 2 3 . 2 3 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall adopt r e g u­

lations n e c e s s a r y  to  implement t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  25.23.185 - 25.-

23.240 [AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 9 0  - 2 5 . 2 3 .240].

* Sec. 20. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 2 4 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(9) " s t e p p a r e n t "  m e a n s  the spouse o f  a n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  of

the c h i l d  r e s i d i n g  in  the s a m e  ho u s e h o l d .

* Sec. 21. A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 4 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T he o f f i c e  of p u b l i c  a d v o c a c y  shall

(1) p e r f o r m  the d u t i e s  of the p u b l i c  g u a r d i a n  u n d e r  A S  13.- 

2 6 . 3 6 0  - 1 3 . 2 6.410;

p r o v i d e  v i s i t o r s  a nd e x perts i n  g u a r d i a n s h i p
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p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  AS  13.26.131;

(3) p r o v i d e  g u a r d i a n  ad l i tem s e r v i c e s  to c h i l d r e n  in c h i l d  

p r o t e c t i o n  a c t i o n s  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 1 7 . 0 3 0 ( e )  a n d  to w a r d s  a n d  r e s p o n d e n t s  

in g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d i n g s  w h o  will s u f f e r  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  o r  

b e c o m e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  a g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  or  a p r i v a t e  p e r s o n  or 

a g e n c y  if the s e r v i c e s  a re n o t  p r o v i d e d  at s t ate e x p e n s e  u n d e r  A S  13.- 

26.112;

(4) p r o v i d e  legal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d­

ings to r e s p o n d e n t s  w h o  a re f i n a n c i a l l y  u n a b l e  to e m p l o y  a t t o r n e y s  

u n d e r  AS  13.2 6 . 1 0 6 ( b ) ,  to i n d i g e n t  p a r t i e s  in c a ses i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d  

c u s t o d y  in w h i c h  the o p p o s i n g  party is r e p r e s e n t e d  by c o u n s e l  p r o v i d e d  

by  a p u b l i c  agency, and to i n d igent p a r e n t s  or g u a r d i a n s  of a m i n o r  

r e s p ondent in a co m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  the m i n o r  u n d e r  

AS  47.30.775;

(5) p r o v i d e  legal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  

s e r vices u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 4.310; in cases a r i s i n g  u n d e r  t h e  U n i f o r m  I n t e r­

state Compact o n  J u v e n i l e s  (AS 47.15); in  cases i n v o l v i n g  p e t i t i o n s  to 

adopt a m i n o r  u n d e r  AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 2 5 ( b )  [AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 0 0 ( j )]; in  c a s e s  i n­

v o l v i n g  p e t i t i o n s  to r e m o v e  the d i s a b i l i t i e s  of  a m i n o r  u n d e r  A S  09.- 

55.590; in c h i l d r e n ' s  p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 1 0 . 0 5 0 ( a ) ;  a nd i n  cases 

i n v o l v i n g  i n d i g e n t  p e r s o n s  w h o  are e n t i t l e d  to r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  u n d e r

A S  1 8 . 85.100 a n d  w h o  cannot b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  the p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r

a g e n c y  b e c a u s e  of a c o n f l i c t  of interests.

* Sec. 22. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 100(j) is repealed.

* Sec. 23. R E T R O A C T I V E  E F F E C T ;  R E C O N S I D E R A T I O N  O F  D E N I A L  OF V I S I T A T I O N

R I GHTS, (a) T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  to A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 3 0  m a d e  b y  secs. 12 a nd 13 of 

this A ct are r e t r o a c t i v e  w i t h  r e g a r d  to

(1) a n  a d o p t i o n  d e c r e e  in w h i c h  the s u p e r i o r  court g r a n t e d  

v i s i t a t i o n  rights to a n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  or o t h e r  r e l a t i v e  o f  the a d o p t e d
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p e r s o n ;  a n d

(2) a n  a d o p t i o n  d e c r e e  e n t e r e d  o n  o r  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1984, i n

w h i c h  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  d e n i e d  a  r e q u e s t  t h a t  a n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  o r  o t h e r  

r e l a t i v e  o f  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  b e  g r a n t e d  v i s i t a t i o n  r i g hts, if t h e  r e q u e s t  

w a s  m a d e  i n  the p l e a d i n g s  a n d  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  is u n d e r  18 y e a r s  of age.

(b) A  p a r t y  to  a n  a d o p t i o n  u n d e r  (a)(2) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  p e t i t i o n  

t h e  c o u r t  f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  v i s i t a t i o n  rights.

*  Sec. 24. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01. -  

1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

-12-

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9


