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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 4 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

I N  T H E  S E N A T E B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 1 24 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to j u d i c i a l  v a c a n c y ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g

f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  2 2 . 0 5 . 0 8 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

(b) T h e  o f f i c e  of  a s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he o f f i c e

o f  c h i e f  j u s t i c e ,  b e c o m e s  v a c a n t  90 d a y s  a f t e r  t he e l e c t i o n  at [IN] 

w h i c h  t h e  j u s t i c e  is r e j e c t e d  by a m a j o r i t y  of t h o s e  v o t i n g  o n  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o r  f or w h i c h  t h e  j u s t i c e  f a i l s  to file a d e c l a r a t i o n  of 

c a n d i d a c y  [, IF T H E  J U S T I C E  F A I L S  T O  F I L E  A  D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  C A N D I D A C Y ,  

90 D A Y S  A F T E R  T H E  F I L I N G  D E A D L I N E ] .  U p o n  t he o c c u r r e n c e  of (1) a n  

a c t u a l  v a c a n c y ;  (2) t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e j e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  a n  e l e c­

ti o n ;  o r  (3) the e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  f a i l u r e  of a j u s t i c e  to fil e  a 

d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y ,  t he j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  m e e t  w i t h i n  90 

[45] d a y s  a n d  s u b m i t  to  th e  g o v e r n o r  t h e  n a m e s  of t w o  o r  m o r e  p e r s o n s  

q u a l i f i e d  f o r  the j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e ;  e x c e p t  tha t  t h i s  9 0 - d a y  [ 4 5 -DAY] 

p e r i o d  m a y  be e x t e n d e d  b y  t he c o u n c i l  w i t h  the c o n c u r r e n c e  of t h e  

s u p r e m e  c o u r t . I n  t he e v e n t  o f  a n  i m p e n d i n g  v a c a n c y  o t h e r  t h a n  b y  

r e a s o n  o f  r e j e c t i o n  o r  f a i l u r e  to f i l e  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  of  c a n d i d a c y ,  t h e  

c o u n c i l  m a y  m e e t  at a n y  t i m e  w i t h i n  t h e  9 0 - d a y  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y  

p r e c e d i n g  t he e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t he v a c a n c y  and s u b m i t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  

t h e  n a m e s  of  t wo o r  m o r e  p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  f or t h e  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e .

* Sec. 2. A S  2 2 . 0 7 . 0 7 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to  read:

(b) T h e  o f f i c e  o f  a j u d g e  of  t h e  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s  b e c o m e s  v a c a n t  

9 0  d a y s  a f t e r  t he e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  t h e  j u d g e  is r e j e c t e d  b y  a
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1 m a j o r i t y  of t h o s e  v o t i n g  o n  the q u e s t i o n  or for w h i c h  the j u d g e  fails

2 to f i l e  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y .  U p o n  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  of (1) an

3 a c t u a l  v a c a n c y ;  (2) t he c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of  r e j e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  a n  elec-

4 tion; o r  (3) the e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  f a i l u r e  of a j u dge to file a

3 d e c l a r a t i o n  of ca n d i d a c y ,  [TO S U C C E E D ]  the j u d i c i a l  council s h a l l  meet

6 w i t h i n  90 [45] day s  a n d  s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  t he names of two or

7 m o r e  p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  f or t he j u d i c i a l  office; howev e r ,  t he 9 0 - d a y

8 [ 4 5 - D A Y ]  p e r i o d  m a y  be  e x t e n d e d  b y  the j u d i c i a l  council w i t h  the

9 c o n c u r r e n c e  of the s u p r e m e  c o u r t . I n  t h e  e v e n t  of an i m p e n d i n g

1.0 v a c a n c y  o t h e r  t h a n  b y  r e a s o n  of r e j e c t i o n  o r  f a i l u r e  to file a decla-

11 r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y ,  the j u d i c i a l  c o uncil m a y  m e e t  at any tim e  w i t h i n

12 t h e  9 0 - d a y  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of the

13 v a c a n c y  a nd s u bmit to the g o v e r n o r  the n a m e s  of t wo or m o r e  p e r s o n s

14 .• q u a l i f i e d  f or the j u d i c i a l  o f f ice.

15 * Sec. 3. AS  2 2 . 1 0 . 1 0 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

16 (b) T h e  o f f i c e  of a s u p e r i o r  court j u d g e  b e c o m e s  v a c a n t  90 days

17 a f t e r  the e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  the j u d g e  is r e j e c t e d  by a m a j o r i t y  of

18 t h o s e  v o t i n g  o n  the q u e s t i o n  or f o r  w h i c h  t he j u d R e  fails to file a

19 d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y  [, IF A  J U D G E  F A I L S  T O  F I L E  A  D E C L A R A T I O N  OF

20 C A N D I D A C Y ,  90 D A Y S  A F T E R  T H E  F I L I N G  D E A D L I N E ] .  U p o n  the o c c u r r e n c e  of

21 (1) a n  a c t u a l  v a c a n c y ;  (2) t he c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of r e j e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  an

22 e l e c t i o n ;  o r  (3) t he e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  f a i l u r e  o f  a j u d g e  to file a

23 d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y ,  t he j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  meet w i t h i n  90

24 [45] d a y s  a n d  s u b m i t  to t h e  g o v e r n o r  the n a m e s  of  two or m o r e  p e r s o n s

25 q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t he j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e ;  e x c e p t  that thi s  9 0 - d a y  [45-DAY]

26 p e r i o d  m a y  be e x t e n d e d  by t he c o u n c i l  w i t h  t he con c u r r e n c e  of  the

27 s u p r e m e  court. I n  the e v e n t  of a n  i m p e n d i n g  v a c a n c y  o t h e r  t h a n  by
«

28 r e a s o n  of r e j e c t i o n  o r  f a i l u r e  to  file a d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d idacy, the

29 c o u n c i l  m a y  m e e t  at a ny t i m e  w i t h i n  t he 9 0 - d a y  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y
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1 p r e c e d i n g  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of the v a c a n c y  a n d  submit to the g o v e r n o r

2 the n a m e s  of two or m o r e  p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  the j u d i c i a l  office.

3 *  Sec. 4. AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 1 7 0 ( e )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

4  (e) T h e  o f fice of a d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e  b e c o m e s  v a c a n t  90 days

5 a f t e r  t he e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  the j u d g e  is r e j e c t e d  by  a m a j o r i t y  of

6 t h ose v o t i n g  on the q u e s t i o n  or  f or w h i c h  th e  j u d R e  f a ils to file a

7 d e c l a r a t i o n  of ca n d i d a c y  [, IF A  J U D G E  F A I L S  T O  F I L E  A  D E C L A R A T I O N  OF

8 C A N D I D A C Y ,  90 DAYS A F T E R  T HE F I L I N G  D E A D L I N E ] .  U p o n  t he o c c u r r e n c e  of

9 (1) an a c t u a l  v a c ancy; (2) the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of r e j e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  an

10 e l e c tion; o r  (3) the e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  f a i l u r e  of a j u d g e  to fil e  a

11 d e c l a r a t i o n  of candidacy, the j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  shall m e e t  w i t h i n  90

12 [45] day s  a n d  submit to the g o v e r n o r  the n a m e s  of tw o  o r  m o r e  p e r s o n s

13 q u a l i f i e d  fo r  the j u d i c i a l  o f f ice; e x c e p t  t hat this 9 0 - d a y  [45-DAY]

14 p e r i o d  m a y  be  e x t e n d e d  by the c o u n c i l  w i t h  the c o n c u r r e n c e  of the

15 s u p r e m e  c o u r t . In the event of a n  i m p e n d i n g  v a c a n c y  o t h e r  t h a n  by

16 r e a s o n  of r e j e c t i o n  or f a i l u r e  to f i l e  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of ca n d i d a c y ,  the

17 c o u ncil m a y  mee t  at any time w i t h i n  the 9 0 - d a y  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y

18 p r e c e d i n g  the ef f e c t i v e  dat e  of t he v a c a n c y  a nd s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r

19 the n a m e s  of two or m o r e  p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  f or the j u d i c i a l  office.

20 * Sec. 5. T h i s  Act takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.-

21 10.070(c).
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