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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to A l z h e i m e r ' s  d i s e a s e  an d  r e l a t e d

d i s o r d e r s ."

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 3 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) T o  a c c o m p l i s h  its d u t i e s ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y

(1) r e v i e w ,  e v a l u a t e ,  a n d  c o m m e n t  u p o n  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  the p r o b l e m s  a n d  t h e  n e e d s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(2) c o l l e c t  f a c t s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s ,  a n d  m a k e  s t u d i e s  of 

c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the e m p l o y m e n t ,  h e a l t h ,  f i n a n­

cial  s e c u r i t y ,  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o n c e r n s  tha t  b e a r  u p o n  t he 

w e l l - b e i n g  of  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(3) p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p u b l i c  p r o g r a m s  tha t  w o u l d  be  

of  i n t e r e s t  o r  b e n e f i t  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(4) a p p o i n t  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  w h i c h  m a y  i n c l u d e  p e r s o n s  

w h o  a r e  n o t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  to c o m p l e t e  n e c e s s a r y  s t u d i e s ;

(5) p r o m o t e  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  e f f o r t s  r e g a r d i n g  t he 

p r o b l e m s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(6) c o n t r a c t  f o r  n e c e s s a r y  se r v i c e s ;

(7) c o n s u l t  a n d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  p e r s o n s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  

g r o u p s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  o r  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o g r a m s  of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  o l d e r  

A l a s k a n s ;

(8) a d v o c a t e  i m p r o v e d  p r o g r a m s  of  b e n e f i t  t o  o l d e r  

A l a s k a n s ; [AND]

(9) set s t a n d a r d s  f o r  l e v e l s  of  s e r v i c e s  f o r  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s
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I

1 f o r  p r o g r a m s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  the c o m m i s s i o n ; and

2 (10) m a k o  g r a n t s  to n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  for the o p era-

3 t i o n  o f  a d u l t  d a y - c a r e  c e n t e r s  tha t  p r o v i d e  supe r v i s i o n ,  c u s t o d i a l

4 care, a nd p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  p e r s o n s  a f f l i c t e d

5 w i t h  A l z h e i m e r ' s  d i s e a s e  a n d  r e l a t e d  d i s o r d e r s .

6 * Sec. 2. A S  4 7 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

7 Sec. 47.05.010. D U T I E S  OF  D E P A R T M E N T .  The D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h
f

8 and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  shall

9 (1) a d m i n i s t e r  adult p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e ,  ai d  to f a m i l i e s

10 w i t h  d e p e n d e n t  children, a nd all o t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g rams, a n d  re-

11 ceive a n d  s p e n d  funds m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to it;

12 (2) adopt r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  f or the c o n d u c t  of its

13 b u s i n e s s  a n d  for c a r r y i n g  out f e d e r a l  a n d  s t ate laws g r a n t i n g  a d ult

14 p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e ,  aid to f a m ilies w i t h  d e p e n d e n t  children, a n d  o t h e r

15 ass i s t a n c e ;

16 (3) e s t a b l i s h  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  for p e r s o n n e l  e m p l o y e d  by

17 the d e p a r t m e n t  and a d o p t  n e c e s s a r y  r e g u l a t i o n s  to m a i n t a i n  t h o s e

18 s t a n d a r d s ;

19 (4) r e q uire t h ose b o n d s  a n d  u n d e r t a k i n g s  f r o m  p e r s o n s

20 e m p l o y e d  by  it w h i c h  i n  its j u d g m e n t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  a nd p a y  t he p r e m i -

21 urns o n  them;

22 <5) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  m a t t e r s  of

23 m u t u a l  c o n c e r n  p e r t a i n i n g  to a d u l t  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a i d  to f a m i l i e s

24 w i t h  d e p e n d e n t  children, and o t h e r  f o r m s  of  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e ;

25 (6) mak e  t h e  r e p orts, i n  t he f orm a n d  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  infor-

26 m a t ion, w h i c h  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  f r o m  tim e  to tim e  r e q u ires;
i

27 (7) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  its a g e n c i e s  o r
i >

28 i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  in e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  e x t e n d i n g  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  ser-

29 v i c e s  fo r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and c a r e  of  h o m e l e s s ,  d e p e n d e n t  a nd n e g l e c t e d
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c h i l d r e n  in d a n g e r  of b e c o m i n g  d e l i n q u e n t ,  a n d  r e c e i v e  a n d  e x p e n d  

funds a v a i l a b l e  to the d e p a r t m e n t  by t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  the state 

or its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  f o r  that p u r pose;

(8) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t he f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  in a d o p t i n g  state 

p l a n s  to m a k e  the s t a t e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  f e d e r a l  m a t c h i n g  in a p p r o p r i a t e

c a t e g o r i e s  of a s s i s t a n c e ,  and in  a ll m a t t e r s  of m u t u a l  c o n c e r n ,  i n­

c l u d i n g  a d o p t i o n  of the m e t h o d s  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w h i c h  are f o u n d  by 

the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  to be n e c e s s a r y  for the e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a t i o n  of 

w e l f a r e  p r o g r a m s ;

(9) adopt reg u l a t i o n s ,  n ot i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  law, d e f i n i n g  

need, p r e s c r i b i n g  the c o n d itions of e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a nd 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t a n d a r d s  for d e t e r m i n i n g  the a m o u n t  of  a s s i s t a n c e  w h i c h  

an  e l i g i b l e  p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e ;  the a m o u n t  of t h e  a s s i s­

tan c e  is s u f f i c i e n t  when, a d d e d  to a l l  o t h e r  i n c o m e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  

a v a i l a b l e  to an  i n d i vidual, it p r o v i d e s  the i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  a r e a s o n­

abl e  s u b s i s t e n c e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g ;  an  i n d i v i d u a l  

w h o  m e e t s  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for e l i g i b i l i t y  for a s s i s t a n c e  shall be 

g r a n t e d  the a s s i s t a n c e  p r o m p t l y  u p o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  it;

(10) g r ant to a p e r s o n  c l a i m i n g  or  r e c e i v i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d

w h o  is a g g r i e v e d  b e c a u s e  of th e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  a c t i o n  or f a i l u r e  to act,

r e a s o n a b l e  n o t i c e  a nd an o p p o r t u n i t y  for a f air h e a r i n g  b y  t h e  d e p a r t­

ment ,  a n d  the d e p a r t m e n t  s h all a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  to this;

(11) e n t e r  into r e c i p r o c a l  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  o t h e r  stat e s  

r e l a t i v e  to p u b l i c  ass i s t a n c e ,  w e l f a r e  s e r v i c e s ,  an d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

c a r e  w h i c h  are c o n s i d e r e d  a d v i s a b l e ;

(12) e s t a b l i s h  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  r e s i d e n c e  f or p u b l i c  

a s s i s t a n c e ,  w e l f a r e  services a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c a r e  w h i c h  a re c o n­

s i d e r e d  a d v i s a b l e ,  subject to t he l i m i t a t i o n s  of o t h e r  laws of the 

state, o r  law or  r e g u l a t i o n  i m p o s e d  as c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  f e d e r a l
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f i n a n c i a l  pirbitipatidfi;

(13) e s t a b l i s h  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  a n d  l o c a l  o f f i c e s  w h i c h  are 

c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  o f  e x p e d i e n t  t o  c a r r y  o ut a d u t y  o r  a u t h o r i t y  

a s s i g n e d  t o  it attd a p p o i n t  a n d  e m p l o y  t h e  a s s i s t a n t s  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  

w h i c h  are ttbcessafy to c a r r y  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  the d i v i s i o n s  a n d  o f f i c e s ,  

a n d  f i x  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  b f  t h e  a s s i s t a n t s  o f  e m p l o y e e s  e x c e p t  t h a t  a 

p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in b u s i n e s s  as a r e t a i l  v e n d o r  o f  g e n e r a l  m e r c h a n d i s e ,  

o r  a m e m b e r  o f  the i m m e d i a t e  faihily o f  a p e r s o n  w h o  is s o  e n g a g e d ,  m a y  

n o t  s e r v e  as ah  a c t i h g ,  t e m p o r a r y  o r  p e r m a n e n t  I d e a l  a g e n t  6 f  t h e  d e ­

p a r t m e n t ,  u n l e s s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  b f  h e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  c e r t i­

fie s  in w r i t i n g  to t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  w i t h  r e l a t i o n  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  c o m m u n­

ity, t hat n o  o t h e r  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n  is a v a i l a b l e  in  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  to 

s e f v e  as l o c a l  W e l f a r e  a g e n t ;  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h ,  a 

" m e m b e r  o f  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y "  i n c l u d e s  a S p o u s e ,  c h i l d ;  p a r e n t ,  

b r o t h e r ;  s i t t e r ,  p a r e n t - in-latf, b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  o f  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ;

(14) o p e r a t e  o r  c o n t r a c t  f o r  the o p e r a t i o n  o f  a  s t a t e w i d e  

c e n t e r  l h  Ahchorafte f o f  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  A l z h e i m e r ' s  d i s e a s e  a n d  r e ­

l a t e d  d i s o r d e r s ;  t h e  c e n t e r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o f  at l e a s t  2 0  h o u r s  e a c h  

wefek t he a e r V i c e s  of a  p s y c h i a t r i s t , a p s y c h o l o g i s t . a n d  a  n u r s e  
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