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S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  
A f f a i r s  an d  F i n a n c e

1 IN THE SENATE BY JOSEPHSON

2 SENATE BILL NO. 55

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to a social services fund."

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 * Section 1. AS 47 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

9 CHAPTER 77. SOCIAL SERVICES FUND. i

10 Sec. 47.77.010. SOCIAL SERVICES FUND, (a) There is credted in

11 the Department of Health and Social Services a social services fund.

12 The department shall distribute the money appropriated to this fund as

13 described in (b) of this section.

14 (b) In administering the social services fund, the department

15 shall

16 (1) after consulting with the Department of Coeanmity and

17 Regional Affairs, divide the state into social services regions and

18 select an appropriate entity, which may be a municipality, a borough

19 assembly, a tribal council, or a nonprofit corporation to represent

20 each region in its business with the department;

21 (2) adopt regulations establishing guidelines, consistent

22 with AS 47.75.010 and 47.75.020, for regional social services plans

23 and for the establishment and operation of regional needs assessment

24 task forces and regional fund distribution procedures or entities,̂

25 which may include the entities selected under (b)-(l) of this section;
s ,4 • -4 .• • f ,»• • ,• . . • * e* ' 32 the/' '

26 (3) review regional social services plans submitted for

27 approval, and approve those plans that meet the departsMnt's guide*

28 lines ;: and

29 (4) annually distribute the money appropriated to1this fund
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1 . to  t h e  e n t i t i e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  r e g i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  h a d

2 p l a n s  a p p r o v e d ;  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f u n d s  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  o n  a  p e r  c a p i t a

3 b a s i s ,  u s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  A S  2 9 . 8 9 . 0 6 0 ,  o r  as

4 a d j u s t e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 7 7 . 0 4 0 .

5 Sec. 4 7 . 7 7 . 0 2 0 .  E L I G I B I L I T Y  O F  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  R E G I O N  F O R  F U N D -

6 ING. T o  be  e l i g i b l e  f o r  f u n d i n g  o f  a r e g i o n ' s  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  p r o -

7 g r a m s ,  t h e  e n t i t y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  r e g i o n  s h a l l

8 (1) c r e a t e  a n e e d s  a s s e s s m e n t  t a s k  f o r c e  a n d  a f u n d  d i s t r i -

9 b u t i o n  p r o c e d u r e  o r  e n t i t y  f o r  th e  r e g i o n ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s

10 , a d o p t e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 7 7 . 0 1 0 ;
t » 7 •

(2) d e v e l o p  a n d  s u b m i t  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  H e a l t h  a n d

12 S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  b i e n n i a l l y  a s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  p l a n  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e
■J. . . .

13 d e p a r t m e n t ' s  g u i d e l i n e s  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 7 7 . 0 1 0 ,  a n d  r e c e i v e  a p p r o v a l  f o r

14 t h e  p l a n  f r o m  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ;

15 (3) i n d i c a t e  i n  t h e  b i e n n i a l  p l a n  if t h e r e  is a  n e e d  f o r  a

16 h i g h e r  t h a n  p e r  c a p i t a  a l l o t m e n t ,  r e q u i r i n g  a n  a d j u s t m e n t  u n d e r

17 A S  4 7 . 7 7 . 0 4 0 .  , , -
:.tv. * • - .

18 Sec. 4 7 . 7 7 . 0 3 0 .  E L I G I B I L I T Y  O F  P R O V I D E R S  F O R  F U N D S .  A  p r o v i d e r
*w«*. * . ».-• ■

19 of  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  is n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  a n d  r e c e i p t  of
:..V? («_••,» •• '

20  f u n d s  u n d e r  a r e g i o n a l  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  p l a n  u n l e s s  t h e  p r o v i d e r  is  a

2 1  n o n p r o f i t ,  n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  is n o t  f u l l y  f u n d e d  b y

22 t h e  s t a t e  o r  a l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  a g e n c y .  A  p r o v i d e r  e l i g i b l e  to

r e c e i v e  f u n d i n g  u n d e r  A S  2 9 . 8 9  is n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  f u n d i n g  u n d e r
"K& *-e>U T>> '

24  A S  4 7 . 7 7 . 0 1 0 .  „ .
* ■ ‘'J ■ ■ * •

Sec. 4 7 . 7 7 . 0 4 0 .  A D J U S T M E N T S  IN  P E R  C A P I T A  A L L O T M E N T S .  (a) A  

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  r e g i o n  m a y  r e q u e s t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  to  a d j u s t  t h e  p e r  c a p i t a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r m u l a  f o r  s o c i a l  

funds. A  r e q u e s t  t o  do so s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  to t h e  d e p a r t -  

w i t h  its b i e n n i a l  p l an.



(b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  a d j u s t  the p e r  c a p i t a  f o r m u l a  f or d i s t r i­

b u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  f u n d s  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 7 7 . 0 1 0  b a s e d  u p o n  f a c t o r s  

i n c l u d i n g  r u r a l  l o c a t i o n ,  i n f l a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  p r o b l e m s  i n­

c l u d i n g  t h e  h i g h e r  cost o f  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  in  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  as 

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  rest of  t h e  state.

(c) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  the

(1) d o c u m e n t a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  to s u p p o r t  a r e q u e s t  to adjust 

t h e  p e r  c a p i t a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  formu l a ;  a n d

(2) c r i t e r i a  f o r  a d j u s t m e n t  of  t h e  p e r  c a p i t a  d i s t r i b u t i o n

f o r m u l a .

Sec. 4 7 . 7 7 . 1 9 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N .  I n  thi s  c h a p t e r ,  " s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s "  

h a s  t h e  m e a n i n g  g i v e n  i n  A S  4 7 . 7 5 . 0 6 0 .


