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8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  the N a v a r i n  B a s i n  oil a n d  gas l e a s e  sale in  A p r i l  1984, re-

10 s u i t e d  in  t o t a l  a c c e p t e d  b i d s  of $ 6 3 1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  of w h i c h  $ 1 0 8 , 1 7 4 , 0 0 0  w a s

11 for a n  a r e a  c l a i m e d  b y  t h e  Soviet U n i o n ;  a n d

12 W H E R E A S  the w i n n i n g  b i d d e r s  f o r  t he 17 t r a c t s  in  t h e  a r e a  c l a i m e d  b y

13 the S o v i e t  U n i o n  n o t  o n l y  a r e  p r e c l u d e d  f r o m  e x p l o r i n g  f o r  o il a n d  g a s  i n

14 these v a l u a b l e  s e a b e d  a r e a s ,  b ut t h e i r  b i d  d e p o s i t  m o n e y  is b e i n g  h e l d  i n  a

15 s u s p e n s e  a c c o u n t  b y  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  of  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a n d  is y i e l d i n g

16 onl y  the U.$. T r e a s u r y  r a t e  of r e t u r n ;  a n d

17 W H E R E A S  t h e r e  a r e  h u n d r e d s  of A m e r i c a n  j o b s  at s t a k e  at the d r i l l i n g

18 s i tes a nd at i n d u s t r y  s u p p o r t  sites; a n d

19 W H E R E A S  the q u e s t i o n  of t e r r i t o r i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a l s o  h as i m p l i c a t i o n s

20  for b o t t o m  f i s h e r y  o p e r a t i o n s  for A m e r i c a n  f i s h e r m e n ;  a n d

21  W H E R E A S  the n o r m a l  d e p i c t i o n  o f  l i nes o n  t he g l o b e  a re by  t h e  a r c  o f  a

22  g r e a t  circle, e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  the y  i n v o l v e  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  i n  t h e  open

23 ocean, s u c h  as t h e  1867 C o n v e n t i o n  L i n e  m a r k i n g  the b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  th e

2 4  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a h d  R u s s i a ;  and

25 WHEREAS the U .S . Department of S ta te 's  In te rn a tio n a l Boundary Study

26 #14 ("U .S . -  Russia Convention Line of 1867” ) ,  which was published in  1965,
'

27 depicted the 1867 Convention Line by arcs of a great c ir c le ; and

28 WHEREAS discussions have been conducted between the U .S . Department of
• . .f:

29 State and the Soviet Government over th is  issue since 1981, w ith the la te s t
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r o u n d  b e i n g  h e l d  in  M o s c o w  o n  J u l y  23 a n d  24, 1984, w i t h  the A m e r i c a n

d e l e g a t i o n  l ed b y  D a v i s  R. R o b i n s o n ,  t h e  L e g a l  A d v i s e r  of t h e  U.S. D e p a r t­

me n t  of State; a nd

W H E R E A S  A r t i c l e  IV, Sec. 3 of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d e s  

that " The C o n g r e s s  s h all h a v e  p o w e r  to d i s p o s e  of  a nd m a k e  all n e e d f u l  

r u les a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e s p e c t i n g  t he t e r r i t o r y  o r  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  b e l o n g i n g  

to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s " ;  an d

W H E R E A S  t h e  w e s t e r n - m o s t  limit to the o i l  a n d  gas l e a s i n g  p r o g r a m  of  

the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of t he I n t e r i o r  f o r  t he O u t e r  C o n t i n e n t a l  S h e l f  i n  t he 

B e r i n g  S e a  h a s  b e e n  set by t h e  U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of  S t a t e  at t h e  U.S. -

11 R u s s i a  C o n v e n t i o n  L i n e  of  1867; a n d

12 W H E R E A S  t h e  l e a s i n g  p r o g r a m  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  1867 C o n v e n t i o n  L i n e  i n  t h e

13 B e r i n g  S e a  i n c l u d e s  the N a v a r i n  B a s i n  a n d  t h e  N o r t o n  B a s i n ;  a n d

14 W H E R E A S  t h e r e  are h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  o il a n d  gas d e p o s i t s  e s t i m a t e d  b y

15 the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of t he I n t e r i o r  i n  t h e s e  b a s i n s ;  and

16 W H E R E A S  t h e s e  p o t e n t i a l  h y d r o c a r b o n  e n e r g y  d e p o s i t s  a r e  a v i t a l  p a r t

17 of t he f u t u r e  e n e r g y  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t ates a n d  its g o a l  of

18 e n e r g y  i n d e p e n d e n c e ;  a n d

19 W H E R E A lS t h e  l e a s i n g  s c h e d u l e  f o r  sales o f  o i l  a n d  g a s  i n c l u d e s  t h e

20 N a v a r i n  B a s i n  i n  A p r i l  1984 a n d  M a r c h  1986, t h e  St. G e o r g e  B a s i n  i n  M a y

2 1  1985 a nd A p r i l  1987, a n d  t h e  N o r t o n  B a s i n  i n  D e c e m b e r  1985; a nd

22 W H E R E A S  t h e  a r e a  is e s t i m a t e d  to c o n t a i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  ton s  o f

23 s u s t a i n a b l e  y i e l d  of p o l l o c k  that is p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  f i s h e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  b y

2 4  f o r e i g n  f i s h i n g  fleets; a n d

25 W H E R E A S  d u r i n g  the a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t he N a v a r i n  B a s i n ' s  A p r i l  1984

26 sale, t he U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  the I n t e r i o r  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n

27 was demanding part of the Outer Continental Sh e lf in  the Navarin Basin  and

28 that the U .S .  Department of State was requ iring  that the proposed o i l  and

.
29 gas lease sales in  the area claimed by the Sov iet Government be held in  
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1 a b e y a n c e ,  t h a t  is, t h e  b i d s  r e c e i v e d  a n d  r e t a i n e d  b u t  t h e  l e a s e s  n o t  a w a r d -

2 e d  u n t i l  t h e  m a t t e r  is r e s o l v e d ;  a n d

3 W H E R E A S  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r  a n n o u n c e m e n t  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  d i s p u t e  as 

A f o l l o w s :

5 " T h e  d i f f e r i n g  c l a i m s  r e l a t e  to d i f f e r i n g  d e p i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  l ine
I

6 e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  1867 C o n v e n t i o n  C e d i n g  A l a s k a  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d

7 S t a t e s  a n d  R u s s i a .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e p i c t s  the 1 8 6 7  C o n v e n t i o n  L i n e

8 as  t h e  m a r i t i m e  b o u n d a r y  b y  a r c s  o f  a  g r e a t  c i r c l e  w h i l e  t h e  S o v i e t

9 U n i o n  d e p i c t s  t h e  1867 C o n v e n t i o n  L i n e  as r h u m b  l i n e s . " ;  a n d

10 W H E R E A S  th e  a r e a  of  t he O u t e r  C o n t i n e n t a l  S h e l f  d e m a n d e d  b y  t h e  S o v i e t

11 U n i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  a r c - o f - a - g r e a t - c i r c l e  a n d  t h e  r h u m b - l i n e  d e p i c t i o n s  in

12 t he B e r i n g  S e a  a m o u n t s  to a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 8 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s ;  a n d

13 W H E R E A S  e n  a g r e e m e n t  to c o n c e d e  t h i s  a r e a  to  t he S o v i e t  U n i o n  w o u l d

14 c o n t r i b u t e  to t h e  p e t r o l e u m  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  b o t t o m  f i s h e r y  p o t e n t i a l  o f  the

15 S o v i e t  U n i o n ;

16 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t hat t he A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  it is in

17 t he b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t h a t  the

18 U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e  n o t  y i e l d  t o  t h e  d e m a n d s  of  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  to

19 set t h e  w e s t e r n - m o s t  O u t e r  C o n t i n e n t a l  S h e l f  l i m i t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  in

20  t h e  B e r i n g  Se a  b y  a r h u m b - l i n e  d e p i c t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a r c - o f - a - g r e a t -

2 1  c i r c l e  d e p i c t i o n  o f  t h e  U.S. - R u s s i a  C o n v e n t i o n  L i n e  o f  1867; a n d  b e  it

22 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t hat t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  n o t  b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  a  c o m m e n t a r y

23 u p o n  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  U . S .  - R u s s i a  C o n v e n t i o n  L i n e  o f  1 8 6 7  as

2 4  t h e  m a r i t i m e  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  b u t  b e

25  u n d e r s t o o d  as t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t he

2 6  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  a d h e r i n g  to t h e  a r c - o f - a - g r e a t - c i r c l e  d e p i c t i o n  i n  t he

27 d i p l o m a t i c  d i s c u s s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n ;  a n d  b e  it

28 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e  is u r g e d  t o

29  a d o p t  a  f i r m  s t a n c e  a n d  a g g r e s s i v e l y  p u r s u e  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  B e r i n g  S e a
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1 B o u n d a r y  d i s p u t e  f a v o r a b l e  to t he i n t e r e s t s  of  the g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e

2 p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

3 C O P I E S  o f  t his r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d

4 R e a g a n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t o  t he H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  Bush,

5 V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U.S. S e n a t e ;  to

6 t h e  H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  S h u l t z ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ;  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n a l d

7 H o d e l ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ;  a n d  Mr. W i l l i a m  B e t t e n b e r g ,  d i r e c t o r ,

8 M i n e r a l s  M a n a g e m e n t  S e r v i c e ;  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  S. H e r r i n g t o n ,  S e c r e t a r y

9 o f  E n e r g y ;  t o  t he H o n o r a b l e  M a l c o m  B a l d r i g e ,  S e c r e t a r y  of  C o m m e r c e ;  to t h e

10 H o n o r a b l e  W a l t e r  B. J o n e s ,  C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M e r c h a n t  M a r i n e  a n d

11 F i s h e r i e s ;  to t he H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  C. D a n f o r t h ,  C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n

12 C o m m e r c e ,  S c i e n c e  a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  a n d  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d

13 t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S .  S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,

14 U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .


