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BT WALLIS

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 53 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

R elatin g  to the economy o f ru ra l commu­

n it ie s  of the In te r io r  and Lower Yukon 

areas .

8 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A SKA:

9 W H E R E A S  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t he I n t e r i o r  a n d  L o w e r  Y u k o n

10 a r e a s  a r e  h a v i n g  s e v e r e  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s ;  a n d

11 W H E R E A S  t he p o t e n t i a l  for re s o u r c e ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  a g ric u ltu ra l, a n d

12 e m p l o y m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  in t h ese a r e a s  has n ot b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d ;  and

13 W H E R E A S  c o m m u n i t i e s  in t h e s e  a r e a s  lac k  the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and finan-

14 c ial r e s o u r c e s  v i t a l  to a h e a l t h y  e c o n o m y ;  a n d

15 W H E R E A S  t he u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  i n  t h ese areas is g r e a t e r  t h a n  9 0  p e r-

16 cent f o r  m o s t  of  t he year; a n d

17 W H E R E A S  d e c l i n i n g  state r e v e n u e  and f e w e r  c a p i t a l  pro jects  aggravate

18 t he u n e m p l o y m e n t  p r o b l e m  by r e d u c i n g  the n u m b e r  of a v a ila b le  jo b s ; and

19 W H E R E A S  t he B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  h a s  e f f e c t i v e l y  closed the 1986 Yukon

20 R i v e r  fal l  c h u m  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r y  a n d  s e r i o u s l y  t h r e a t e n e d  the subsistence

21 f i s hery; a nd

22 W H E R E A S  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  w ill  have a negative

23 impact o n  th e  p e o p l e  of the Y u k o n  R i v e r  w h o  rely o n  commercial and subsis-

24 t e n c e  f i s h i n g  a n d  p r e f e r  to b e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ;  and

25 WHEREAS the decision  of the Board of F isheries would fo rce  the people

26 of the Yukon R iver to re ly  on s ta te  assistance when they p re fe r employment;

27 and

28 WHEREAS th is  decision  w ill  increase an already in fla te d  and high ra te

29 of uneaq>loyment; and
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15 In te r io r  and Lower Yukon areas in  order to ensure the lo n g -te r*  v ia b ilit y

16 of the economy of the s ta te .
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1 WHEREAS these areas contain  a s k ille d  and w illin g  work fo rc e ; and

2 WHEREAS the people most a ffected  by th is  poor econoari.c clim ate are

3 ru ra l A laskans; and

4 WHEREAS these people are su fferin g  hardship due to  a lack  of income

5 and employment opportun ities ; and

6 WHEREAS a h e a lth ie r economic clim ate in  these areas would make these

7 ru ra l Alaskans more s e lf -s u ff ic ie n t  and would b en efit a l l  A laskans;

8 B E  I T  RESOLVED by the Alaska S ta te  Leg is la tu re  th a t the Governor is

9 urgently requested to undertake a complete an alysis  o f th is  econoari.c

10 downturn and the avenues a v a ila b le  to  the s ta te  to  improve the economy of

11 ru ra l communities in  the In te r io r  and Lower Tukon a rea *; and be i t

12 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor is  re s p e c tfu lly  requested to  u t i -

13 liz e  whatever means or resources are id e n tif ie d  in  the an a lys is  to  

isaaediately counter the economic d isaste r in  the ru ra l communities o f the


