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Offered: 3 / 1 9 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  &
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  and F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  sponsor: R u l e s / G o v e r n o r

IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  STATE A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 693 (State A f f a i r s )  a m  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F or an Act entitled: " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  r e s e a r c h  p o l icy."

BE  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T ATE OF  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS  4 4 . 1 9  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  14A. A L A S K A  R E S E A R C H  P O L I C Y  ACT.

Sec. 44.19.250. PURPOSE. T h e  p u r p o s e  of  the A l a s k a  R e s e a r c h  

P o l i c y  Act is to e s t a b l i s h  state r e s e a r c h  policy, priorities, an d  

goals, and to p r o v i d e  a p l a n  for b a s i c  a nd a p p l i e d  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  

for the state, i n c l u d i n g  n a tural r e s o u r c e s  a n d  m a t e rials, p h y s i c a l ,  

b io l o g i c a l ,  a n d  h e a l t h  sciences, an d  social a n d  b e h a v i o r a l  sciences.

Sec. 44.19.252. S T A T E M E N T  O F  POLICY. It is the p o licy of the

state in AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 5 0  - 44 . 1 9 . 2 6 4 ,  to r e c o g n i z e  the important role

that s c i e n t i f i c  a nd e n g i n e e r i n g  r e s e a r c h  and s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  p l a y  

for the p e o p l e  of the state and the e n t i r e  nation. T he p o l i c y  w i l l  

m a k e  it p o s s i b l e  to

(1) find, develop, a nd m a n a g e  the n a t u r a l  r e n e w a b l e  and 

n o n r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  of  the s t a t e ' s  land a n d  w a t e r  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a n d  

in an e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  fashion;

(2) m a n a g e  t he u n i q u e  featu r e s  of the envi r o n m e n t ,  fauna,

and f l ora of the s t a t e  a nd p r o t e c t  t h e m  f r o m  h a r m f u l  m a n - m a d e  an d  

n a t u r a l  influences;

(3) i n v e s t i g a t e  a nd m i t i g a t e  the e f f e c t s  of n a t ural h a z a r d s  

su c h  as eart h q u a k e s ,  v o l c a n i c  e r u p t i o n s ,  a v a l a n c h e s ,  per m a f r o s t ,  and 

o t h e r  hazards that o c c u r  in the state;

(4) co n s t r u c t ,  o p e rate, a nd m a i n t a i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
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1 s y s tems, c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  h o u s i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  s u i t e d  to  the

2 s t a t e ' s  c o n d i t i o n s ;

3 (5) d e v e l o p  n e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s  a d a p t e d  to the u n i q u e  con-

4 d i t i o n s  a n d  n e e d s  of  the s t ate;

5 (6) i m p r o v e  t h e  h e a l t h  an d  w e l l  b e i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t he life

6 c y cle of t h e  s t a t e’s i n h a b i t a n t s ;  an d

7 (7) i d e n t i f y  a n d  a d d r e s s  f u t u r e  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  chal-

8 lenges f a c i n g  the state.

9 Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 5 4 .  S C I E N C E  A N D  E N G I N E E R I N G  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I S S I O N .

10 T he s c i e n c e  and e n g i n e e r i n g  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i s s i o n  is e s t a b l i s h e d  as a

11 p e r m a n e n t  a d v i s o r y  a g e n c y  in  t he O f f i c e  o f  the G o v e r n o r .

12 Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 5 6 .  M E M B E R S  O F  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  is

13 c o m p o s e d  of  five m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by  t h e  g o v e r n o r  as f o l l o w s :

14 (1) o n e  m e m b e r  is to b e  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  the

15 a c a d e m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of t he s t a t e  w i t h  e x p e r t i s e  i n  a r e a s  of  r e s e a r c h

16 r e l a t i n g  to the s t a t e  i n c l u d i n g  t he p h y s i c a l ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  h e a l t h ,

17 e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  s o c i a l ,  a n d  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e s ;

18 (2) o n e  m e m b e r  is to b e  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  are

19 e n g a g e d  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  f u r t h e r i n g  th e  w e l f a r e  of  t h e  h u m a n  a n d  p h y s i c a l

20 e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  w h o  h a v e  e x p e r t i s e  i n  a r e a s  of  r e s e a r c h  r e l a t i n g  to

21 the stat e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  h e a l t h ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,

22 social, a n d  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e s ;

23 (3) o n e  m e m b e r  is to b e  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s

24 w i t h  r e s e a r c h  n e e d s ; a n d

25 (4) o n e  m e m b e r  is to  be  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s  f a m i l i a r

26 w i t h  t h e  s t ate a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  pri-

27 v a t e  i n d u s t r y ;

28 (5) t h e  s e n i o r  s c i e n c e  a d v i s o r  i n  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e ,

29 w h o  s e r v e s  as c h a i r m a n  a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .
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1 (b) T h e  m e m b e r s  m u s t  b e  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  s t ate a n d  m ust be

2 a p p o i n t e d  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n .

3 Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 5 8 .  T E R M  O F  M E M B E R S  O F  C O M M I S S I O N .  M e m b e r s  of the

4  c o m m i s s i o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  the s e n i o r  s c i e n c e  a d v i s o r ,  s e r v e  s t a g g e r e d

5 t e r m s  of f o u r  y e a r s  a nd u n t i l  a s u c c e s s o r  q u a l i f i e s  a n d  is a p p o i n t e d .

6 Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 6 0 .  E X P E N S E S  A N D  P E R  D I EM. A  m e m b e r  of  t he c o m mis-

7 s i o n  s e r v e s  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  b u t  is e n t i t l e d  to t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s

8 a n d  p e r  d i e m  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  s t a t e  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  u n d e r  AS 39.-

9 2 0 . 1 8 0 .

10 Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 6 2 .  D U T I E S  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N .  The c o m m i s s i o n  s h all

11 (1) w i t h  the s e n i o r  s c i e n c e  a d v i s o r ,  d e v e l o p  a n d  r e c o m m e n d

12 a n  i n t e g r a t e d  s t a t e  r e s e a r c h  p o l i c y ;

13 (2) p r o v i d e  p o l i c y  i n f o r m a t i o n  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the

14 l e g i s l a t u r e  o n  m a t t e r s  t h a t  h a v e  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  s i g n i f i -

15 c a nce;

16 (3) r e c e i v e  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  the

17 a c a d e m i c  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ;

18 (4) act in an  a d v o c a c y  r o l e  for s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g

19 i s s u e s  a n d  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  i m p o r t a n t  to t h e  state t h a t  m i g h t  o t h e r -

20 w i s e  be o v e r l o o k e d ;

21 (5) a s s i s t  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  in  a s s e s s i n g  r e s e a r c h  n e e d s  a n d

22 e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  a m o n g  them;

23 (6) f a c i l i t a t e  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  state a g e n c i e s  a n d  t he

24 U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  a n d  o t h e r  a c a d e m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  i n d u stry;

25 (7) r e c o m m e n d  m e t h o d s  to  i m p r o v e  l o g i s t i c a l  p l a n n i n g  a n d

26 s u p p o r t  f o r  n e e d e d  s t a t e  r e s e a r c h ;

27 (8) s u g g e s t  m e t h o d s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  e f f i c i e n t  s h a r i n g  a n d

28 d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  d a t a  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  in  t h e  s t ate a m o n g  i n t e r e s t e d

29 p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;
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1 (9) p r o m o t e  s c i ence e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  for y o u n g  scien-

2 tists a nd e n g i n e e r s  to p u r s u e  c a r e e r s  in the state and the arctic.

3 (10) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  the F e d e r a l  A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  C o m m i s s i o n

A in the f o r m u l a t i o n  of the a r c t i c  r e s e a r c h  policy; and

5 (11) n o t  l a t e r  tha n  S e p t e m b e r  30 of e a c h  year, p r e s e n t  to

6 the g o v e r n o r  th e  c o m m i s s i o n ' s  r e c o m m e n d e d  r e s e a r c h  p r i o r i t i e s  of the

7 state f or the n e x t  f i scal year.

8 Sec. A A . 1 9 . 2 6 A .  S H ORT TITLE. AS A A .19.250 - A A . 1 9 . 2 6 A  m ay be

9 cited as the A l a s k a  R e s e a r c h  P o l i c y  Act.

10 * Sec. 2. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS A A . 1 9 . 2 5 8 ,  a d ded by sec. 1 of  this Act,

11 the i n i t i a l  terms of  m e m b e r s  of the s c i e n c e  and e n g i n e e r i n g  a d v i s o r y  com-

12 m i s s i o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  the s e n i o r  s c i e n c e  advisor, shall be set u n d e r  AS 39.-

13 05.055(2). c
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