
Int r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 7 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  L a b o r  & C o m merce
a nd F i n a n c e

BY H E R R M A N N , W A L L I S  A N D
1 IN T H E  H O U S E  T H O M P S O N

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 658

3 IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A B I L L

6 F o r  an  Act entitled: "An Act c r e a t i n g  a d i v i s i o n  of r u r a l  econo m i c  d e v e l -

7 o p m e n t ."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 44.33 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

10 A R T I C L E  IA. D I V I S I O N  OF R U R A L  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T .

11 Sec. 44.33.070. D I V I S I O N  O F  R U R A L  E C O N O M I C  DEV E L O P M E N T .  (a)

12 T h e r e  is the d i v i s i o n  of rural e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the D e p a r t m e n t

13 of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  Development.

14 (b) The d i v i s i o n  of rural e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  shall

15 (1) p r o m o t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the u n d e r u t i l i z e d  r e s o u r c e s  of

16 rural areas;

17 (2) assist rural c o m m u n i t i e s  in a c h i e v i n g  t h eir e c o n o m i c

18 d e v e l o p m e n t  goals;

19 (3) p r o m o t e  em p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  that are c o m p a t i b l e

20 w i t h  a s u b s i s t e n c e  e c o n o m y  and c o m p l i m e n t a r y  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  s e a s o n a l

21 e m p l o y m e n t  in rural areas;

22 (4) locate s o u rces of f u n d i n g  a v a i l a b l e  for rural e c o n o m i c

23 d e v e l o p m e n t  and trans m i t  this i n f o r m a t i o n  to r u r a l  communities;

24 (5) p r o v i d e  technical a s s i s t a n c e  to r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  in

25 a p p l y i n g  for state an d  federal e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m s ,  in

26 p l a n n i n g  for e c o nomic growth, and in m a n a g i n g  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t

27 projects;

28 (6) c o o r d i n a t e  and d e v e l o p  t he f u n c t i o n s  of the d e p a r t m e n t

29 that are relevant to r u ral areas;
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(7) i d e n t i f y  regions w h e r e  c o m m o n  s o cial, e c o n o m i c ,  a n d  

g e o g r a p h i c  f a c t o r s  w i l l  p r o m o t e  w i d e s p r e a d  s h a r i n g  of  the b e n e f i t s  of 

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  the region; a nd

(8) d e v e l o p  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  that c o n­

sider the h u m a n  an d  n a t u r a l  re s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e ,  th e  m a i n t e n a n c e  of 

the t r a d i t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  base, the i m m e d i a t e  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  e c o n o m i c  

needs, the p r o s p e c t  for e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h o u t  g o v e r n m e n t a l  

a s s i s tance, an a s s e s s m e n t  of the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of g o v e r n m e n t a l  a s s i s­

tance, a nd p r o s p e c t s  for the r e g i o n  in the a b s e n c e  of e c o n o m i c  d e v e l­

opment .

(c) T h e  d i r e c t o r  of the d i v i s i o n

(1) must be f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  economy, r e s o u r c e s ,  l i f e­

styles, cultures, a nd d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o b l e m s  in r u ral areas;

(2) shall be l o c ated in A n c h o r a g e ;

(3) shall c o o r d i n a t e  the a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  a n d

field s t a f f s  in o r d e r  to p r o m o t e  b a l a n c e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of b e n e f i t s  

from e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  in rural a r e a s ;  a nd

(4) shall p r o m o t e  the e f f e c t i v e  and e f f i c i e n t  u s e  of a v a i l­

able e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  funds in r u r a l  areas.

(d) T h e  r e g i o n a l  and field s t a f f  of the d i v i s i o n  of  r u r a l  e c o­

nomic d e v e l o p m e n t

(1) m ust be f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t he e c o n o m y ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  l i f e­

styles, cultures, a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o b l e m s  of t he r e g i o n  t hey serve;

(2) shall be the d i v i s i o n ' s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  the r e s i d e n t s ,  

local g o v e r n m e n t s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  and r e g i o n a l  a nd v i l l a g e  N a t i v e  c o r p o­

rations in rural areas; and

(3) must r e s i d e  in the a r e a  t hey serve.

(e) T he t e c h n i c a l  staff of t he d i v i s i o n  of r u r a l  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l­

opment



#
1 (1) m u s t  be f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,

2 a n d  g o v e r n m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s  of e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ;

3 (2) s h a l l  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  th e  r e g i o n a l  a n d  f i e l d  s t a f f

4 a n d  w i t h  s t a t e , f e d e r a l ,  a n d  p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a g e n c i e s  to

5 a c h i e v e  t he g o a l s  of r u r a l  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s .

6 (f) the id i v i s i o n  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s

7 as  follows:

8 (1) S o u t h e a s t e r n  r e g i o n ;

9 (2) S o u t h c e n t r a l - I n t e r i o r  r e g i o n ;

10 (3) K o d i a k  r e g i o n ;

11 (A) B r i s t o l  B a y  r e g ion;

12 (5) Y u k o n  R i v e r  r e g ion;

13 (6) L o w e r  K u s k o k w i m  r e g i o n ;

14 (7) N o r t o n  S o u n d  r e g i o n ;

15 (8) A r c t i c  r e g ion.

16 (g) the r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s  in  t he K o d i a k  a n d  B r i s t o l  B a y  r e g i o n s ,

17 in  the Y u k o n  R i v e r  a n d  t h e  L o w e r  K u s k o k w i m  r e g i o n s ,  a n d  in  t h e  N o r t o n

18 S o u n d  a n d  A r c t i c  r e g i o n s  s h a l l  e a c h  s h a r e  f i e l d  s t a f f  b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo

19 r e g i o n s .

20 * Sec. 2. T h e  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  r u r a l  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l­

21 o p m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d in sec. 1 o f  this A c t  s h a l l  s e r v e  r u r a l  a r e a s  i n  t he

22 f o l l o w i n g  H o u s e  D i s t r i c t s  as t h e  d i s t r i c t s  e x i s t  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of

23 t h i s  Act:

24 (1) S o u t h e a s t e r n  r e g i o n  -- H o u s e  D i s t r i c t s  1 - 4 ;

25 (2) S o u t h c e n t r a l - I n t e r i o r  r e g i o n  -- H o u s e  D i s t r i c t s  5 -

26 21;

27 (3) K o d i a k  r e g i o n  -- H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  27;

28 ( M B r i s t o l  B a y  r e g i o n  -- H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  26;

29 (5) Y u k o n  R i v e r  r e g i o n  -- H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  24;
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1 (6) L o w e r  K u s k o k w i m  r e g i o n  -- H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  25;

2 (7) N o r t o n  S o u n d  r e g i o n  -- H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  23;

3 (8) A r c t i c  r e g i o n  -- H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  22.
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