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1 IN  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  H E R R M A N N  A N D  W A L L I S

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 645

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A ct e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p r e v a i l i n g  w a g e s  f or p u b l i c

7 c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t s ;  a nd p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  effec-

8 tive d a t e . "

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

10 * S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  that

11 (1) the c u r r e n t  s y s t e m  f or d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  w a g e  i n  a

12 r e g i o n  of th e  s t a t e  d o e s  not a l w a y s  r e f l e c t  t h e  a c t u a l  w a g e  r a t e s  p a i d  in

13 e a c h  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h i n  that region;

14 (2) as r e v e n u e  d e c l i n e s ,  t h e r e  is less m o n e y  to f u n d  c a p ital

15 p r o j e c t s  b u t  c o m m u n i t i e s '  n e e d s  f or t h o s e  p r o j e c t s  do  not d e c l i n e ;

16 (3) c o m m u n i t i e s  are w i l l i n g  t o  p a y  f a i r  w a g e  r a t e s  b u t  c a nnot

17 a f f o r d  to p a y  a w a g e  h i g h e r  t h a n  the a c t u a l  w a g e  r a t e s  for t h a t  c o m m u n i t y ;

18 (4) it is t h e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e v i s e  c o s t - s a v i n g  m e a s u r e s  to

19 e n a b l e  c o m m u n i t i e s  to c o m p l e t e  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  w i t h  less m o n e y .

20 * Sec. 2. AS 3 6 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

21 Sec. 3 6 . 0 5 . 0 1 0 .  W A G E  R A T E S  O N  P U B L I C  C O N S T R U C T I O N .  A  c o n trac-

22 t o r  o r  s u b c o n t r a c t o r  w h o  p e r f o r m s  w o r k  o n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  the

23 s t a t e ,  as d e f i n e d  by A S  3 6 . 9 5 . 0 1 0 ( 3 ) ,  s h a l l  p a y  not less t h a n  the

24 c u r r e n t  p r e v a i l i n g  r a t e  of  w a g e s  f o r  w o r k  of  a s i m i l a r  n a t u r e  in t h e

25 r e g i o n  o r  z o n e  in  w h i c h  the w o r k  is done. T h e  c u r r e n t  p r e v a i l i n g  r a t e

26 o f  w a g e s  f or e a c h  p ay p e r i o d  is t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  in  t he l a t e s t  d e t e r -

27 m i n a t i o n  of p r e v a i l i n g  r a t e  of w a g e s  i s s u e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  L a b o r

28 b e f o r e  t he e n d  of the p a y  period.

29 * Sec. 3. AS 3 6 . 0 5  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:



Sec. 36.05.025. R E L A T E D  C L A S S E S  O F  W O R K E R S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t

shall g r o u p  t o g e t h e r  s e v e r a l  r e l a t e d  c l a s s e s  of w o r k e r s  in a r e g i o n  or 

zone if t h e r e  are i n s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r s  of w o r k e r s  in a s i n g l e  class to 

s u p p o r t  the s t a t i s t i c a l  base f o r  c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  w a g e  for 

the class.

Sec. 4. AS  3 6 . 0 5 . 0 3 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) The D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r  s h a l l  [HAS T H E  A U T H O R I T Y  TO ]  d e t e r­

min e  the p r e v a i l i n g  w a g e  for t he r e g i o n s  of th e  state, o r  f o r  a  zone 

u n d e r  AS  3 6 . 0 5 . 0 3 2 , a n d  w h e t h e r  or not this c h a p t e r  is b e i n g  v i o l ated. 

The d e p a r t m e n t  may w h e n  n e c e s s a r y  for t he e n f o r c e m e n t  of  t h i s  c h a p t e r

(1) conduct i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a n d  h o l d  h e a r i n g s  c o n c e r n i n g

w a g e s ;

(2) compel the a t t e n d a n c e  of  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  

of b o o k s ,  p a p e r s  and do c u m e n t s ;

(3) adopt [ P R O MULGATE] r e g u l a t i o n s .

Sec. 5. AS 36 . 0 5 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  tp read:

(c) T he d e p a r t m e n t  s h all d e t e r m i n e  a n n u a l l y  tbe p r e v a i l i n g  wages 

in the r e g i o n s  of the state b a s e d  o n  f i n d i n g s  e n t e r e d  u n d e r  (d) of

this s e c t i o n  and o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  r e g i o n s  a r e

(1) that p art of t h e  s t ate that i n c l u d e s  l a t i t u d e  63 de-

J
gr ees n o r t h  and the t e r r i t o r y  to the n o r t h  o f  that la t i t u d e ;

(2) the t e r r i t o r y  of  the s t a t e  s o u t h  of l a t i t u d e  63 degrees

north.

(d) In  c a l c u l a t i n g  the p r e v a i l i n g  w a g e  rate f o r  a r e g i o n  or  

zone, the d e p a r t m e n t  shall e n t e r  w r i t t e n  f i n d i n g s  o n

(1) the w a g e  rate p a i d  d u r i n g  t he p r e c e d i n g  12 m o n t h s  to

local r e s i d e n t s  on p r o j e c t s  f u p d e d  by p u b l i c  r e v enue;

(2) the w a g e  rates p a i d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  12 m o n t h s  to

l o cal r e s i d e n t s  on p r o j e c t s  f u n d e d  o t h e r  t h a n  b y  p u b l i c  r e v e n u e ;



(3) the n u m b e r  of  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t  

o n  a c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  w h o  do  n o t  h a v e  e m p l o y m e n t ;

(4) o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  to the d e p a r t m e n t  for 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  wage.

(e) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  n o t  c h a n g e  t he p r e v a i l i n g  w a g e  f o r  a 

l o c a l i t y  m o r e  t h a n  o nce e a c h  t w e l v e  m o n ths.

* Sec. 6. A S  3 6 .05 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  read:

Sec. 3 6 . 0 5.032. P R E V A I L I N G  W A G E S  IN  Z O NES. (a) A  m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  

c o m m unity, o r  p r i v a t e  c o r p o r a t i o n  m a y  p e t i t i o n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  to 

r e c a l c u l a t e  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  w a g e  in a r e g i o n  o r  to e s t a b l i s h  a n  a r e a  

w i t h i n  a r e g i o n  as a s e p a r a t e  z one f or p u r p o s e s  of c a l c u l a t i n g  p r e­

v a i l i n g  w a g e s .  T he d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  r e l e v a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s u b m i t t e d  by the p e t i t i o n e r ,  e n t e r  w r i t t e n  f i n d i n g s  u n d e r  A S  3 6 . 05.- 

030(d), a n d  s h all rule on  the p e t i t i o n  w i t h i n  30 days.

(b) A  p e t i t i o n  m a y  be s u b m i t t e d  j o i n t l y  by  t w o  o r  m o r e  e n t i t i e s  

e n t i t l e d  to p e t i t i o n  u n d e r  (a) of thi s  s e c tion.

* Sec. 7. T h i s  Ac t  t a kes e f fect i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.-


