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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  M . W . M i l l e r  by r e q u e s t

1 IN  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 627 (Rules)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  u se o f  w a t e r . "

7 B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

8 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 6 . 1 5  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

9 Sec. 4 6 . 1 5 . 0 4 5 .  S M A L L  S C A L E  U S E  OF  W A T E R .  A  p e r s o n  m a y  u s e  l e s s

10 t h a n  a s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  of  w a t e r  w i t h o u t  a p e r m i t  u n l e s s  t he c o m m i s -

1 1 s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  u n d e r  AS  4 6 . 1 5 . 0 8 0 ( b )  that the u s e  of  less t h a n  a

12 s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  of  w a t e r  w i t h o u t  a p e r m i t  is n o t  in t he p u b l i c

13 i n t e r e s t .  A  p e r s o n  u s i n g  l e s s  t h a n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  w a t e r

14 w i t h o u t  a p e r m i t  a c q u i r e s  n o  w a t e r  r i g h t  or p r i o r i t y  u n l e s s  a n  appl i -

15 c a t i o n  is f i l e d  a n d  a p e r m i t  or c e r t i f i c a t e  is i s s u e d  u n d e r  A S  4 6 . 1 5 . -

16 0 3 0  - 4 6 . 1 5 . 1 8 5 .

17 * Sec. 2. A S  4 6 . 1 5 . 1 3 3 ( f )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

18 (f) Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may, by r e g u l a t i o n ,  d e s i g n a t e  a d d i t i o n a l

19 t y p e s  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t h a t  [WHICH] are e x e m p t  f r o m  this s e c t i o n  a n d

20 p r o v i d e  s i m p l i f i e d  p r o c e d u r e s  f or r u l i n g  o n  the a p p l i c a t i o n s .

21 * Sec. 3. A S  4 6 . 1 5 . 1 3 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

22 (g) A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  to a p p r o p r i a t e  n ot m o r e  t h a n  1 , 000 g a l l o n s  o f

23 w a t e r  a d a y  is e x e m p t  f r o m  the n o t i c e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t his s e c t i o n

24 e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  F i s h  a n d

25 G a m e  of e a c h  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  a p p r o p r i a t e  w a t e r  f r o m  a  s t r e a m  d e s i g n a t e d

26 u n d e r  AS  1 6 . 0 5 . 8 7 0 .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  this s u b s e c t i o n ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r

27 m a y  r e q u i r e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n

28 (1) o n  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  that t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  of  w a t e r

29 a v a i l a b l e  in a n  a r e a  is l i m i t e d  c o n s i d e r i n g  th e  n u m b e r  of p o t e n t i a l
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* Sec. 4. AS 4 6 . 1 5 . 2 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 46.15.260. D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  this chapter, u n l e s s  the 

c o n t e x t  o t h e r w i s e  requires,

(1) " a p p r o p r i a t e "  m e a n s

(A) to d i v ert, impound, or w i t h d r a w  a q u a n t i t y  of 

w a t e r  f r o m  a s o urce of wate r ,  f or a b e n e f i c i a l  u s e ^  or

(B) to r e s e r v e  w a t e r  u n d e r  [IN A C C O R D A N C E  WITH]

A S  46 . 1 5 . 1 4 5 ;

(2) " a p p r o p r i a t i o n "  means

(A) t he d i v e r s i o n ,  i m p o u n d i n g ^  or w i t h d r a w a l  of a 

q u a n t i t y  of w a t e r  f r o m  a source of w a t e r  f or a b e n e f i c i a l  u s e ^  or ,

(B) th e  r e s e r v a t i o n  of  w a t e r  u n d e r  [IN A C C O R D A N C E  

WITH] A S  4 6 . 1 5 . 1 4 5 ;

(3) " b e n e f i c i a l  u s e "  m e a n s  a use of w a t e r  for the b e n efit 

of t he a p p r o p r i a t o r , o t h e r  p e r s o n s  o r  the public, that is r e a s o n a b l e  

and c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t he p u b l i c  interest, including, but n ot limited 

to, d o m estic, a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  i r r i gation, industrial, m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  

fish a n d  s h e l l f i s h  p r o c e s s i n g ,  n a v i g a t i o n  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  mining, 

power, public, s a n i t a r y ,  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses, and 

m a i n t e n a n c e  of w a t e r  quality;

(4) " s o u r c e  of w a t e r "  m e a n s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t y  of  w a t e r  

c a p a b l e  of b e i n g  put to b e n e f i c i a l  use;

(5) " w a t e r "  m e a n s  all w a t e r  of t h e  state, s u r f a c e  and 

subsurface, o c c u r r i n g  in a n a t u r a l  state, except m i n e r a l  a n d  m e d i c i n a l  

water;

(6) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a tural

u s e r s  f r o m  the s o u r c e  of the w a ter; or

(2) o n  r e q u e s t  of t he m u n i c i p a l i t y  in w h i c h  the a r e a  is
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r e s o u r c e s ;

(7) " d i r e c t o r "  m e a n s  the d i r e c t o r  of  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  m a n a g e­

men t  [THE D I V I S I O N  OF L A N DS], D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;

(8) " p e r s o n "  i n c l u d e s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  a s s o­

ciation, p u b l i c  or  p r i v a t e  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  s t a t e  a g e n c y ,  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

[ P O L I T I C A L  S U B D I V I S I O N ]  of t he state, and t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ^  [.]

(9) " m i n e r a l  a nd m e d i c i n a l  w a t e r "  m e a n s

(A) w a t e r  of a hot s p r i n g  o r  s p r i n g  w i t h  c u r a t i v e  

p r o p e r t i e s  tha t  [WHICH] has b e e n  r e s e r v e d  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n­

ment  u n d e r  P u b l i c  L a n d  O r d e r  No. 399; a n d

(B) g e o t h e r m a l  fluid, as [TH E  T E R M  IS] d e f i n e d  in  

AS  4 1 . 0 6 . 0 6 0 ^

(10) " s i g n i f i c a n t  amou n t  of  w a t e r "  m e a n s

(A) a u se of m o r e  t h a n  5,000 g a l l o n s  of w a t e r  i n  a

single d a y  f r o m  a s i n g l e  source; or

(B) the r e g u l a r  d a i l y  or r e c u r r i n g  s e a s o n a l  u se of

mo r e  t h a n  5 00 g a llons of w a t e r  a day f o r  10 d a y s  or  m o r e  a y e a r

from a s i n g l e  source; or

(C) a w a t e r  u se that m a y  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  the w a t e r  

rights of  a n o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t o r  or the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .
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