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R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s
a n d  F i n a n c e

1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  R I N G S T A D

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 594

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  N a t u r a l  H a z a r d s

7 S a f e t y  C o m m i s s i o n . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S .  T he l e g i s l a t u r e  f i nds t h a t

10 (1) a l t h o u g h  the s t a t e  has m a d e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  in

11 d i s a s t e r  p r e p a r e d n e s s  s i n c e  the g r e a t  e a r t h q u a k e  of 1964, t h e r e  h a s  b e e n

12 l i t t l e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t  in m e a s u r e s  to r e d u c e  the d i s a s t e r

13 p o t e n t i a l  of  n a t u r a l  h a z a r d s  and, c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  to r e d u c e  d e p e n d e n c e  o n

14 d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f ;

15 (2) t h e r e  is a p r e s s i n g  n e e d  to p r o v i d e  a c o n s i s t e n t  p o l i c y

16 f r a m e w o r k  a n d  a m e a n s  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of  h a z a r d - r e l a t e d  pro-

17 g r a m s  a n d  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  p r a c t i c e s  at all g o v e r n m e n t a l  l e v e l s  a n d  i n  the

18 p r i v a t e  s e c t o r ;  t his n e e d  is n o t  b e i n g  a d d r e s s e d  by any c o n t i n u i n g  s t ate

19 g o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;

20 (3) t h r o u g h  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t s  c o o r d i n a t e d  by a N a t u r a l  H a z a r d s

21 S a f e t y  C o m m i s s i o n ,  th e  s t a t e  c a n  m a k e  l o n g - t e r m  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  m i t i g a t i n g

22 the e f f e c t s  o f  n a t u r a l  h a z a r d s  o n  p e r s o n s  a n d  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e r e b y  r e d u c i n g

23 the c o s t s  of  r e s p o n d i n g  to a n d  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  n a t u r a l  h a z a r d s .

24 * Sec. 2. A S  4 4 . 1 9  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  t o  read:

25 A R T I C L E  16. A L A S K A  N A T U R A L  H A Z A R D S  S A F E T Y  C O M M I S S I O N .

26 Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 0 5 .  C O M M I S S I O N  E S T A B L I S H E D .  T h e  A l a s k a  N a t u r a l

27 H a z a r d s  S a f e t y  C o m m i s s i o n  is e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  th e  G o v e r -

28 nor.

29 Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 1 0 .  M E M B E R S H I P .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  is c o m p o s e d  of
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11 m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r  for terms of three years. A  

m e m b e r  holds o f f i c e  u n t i l  a s u c c e s s o r  is a p p o i n t e d  and confirmed. A  

v a c a n c y  is f i l l e d  for the u n e x p i r e d  term. The g o v e r n o r  shall a p p o i n t  

to the c o m m i s s i o n  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f rom the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska, a 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  local g o v e r n m e n t ,  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from the D e ­

p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

M i l i t a r y  and V e t e r a n s '  A f f a i r s ,  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  

f e d e r a l  agency a nd shall a p point the r e m a i n i n g  six m e m b e r s  f r o m  m e m­

be r s  of the p u b l i c  w ho ar e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  i n  the fields of geology, 

s e i s m o l o g y ,  h y d r o l o g y ,  g e o t e c h n i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  s t r u c t u r a l  e n g i n e e r­

ing, e m e r g e n c y  services, or p l a n n i n g .

(b) T he c o m m i s s i o n  shall elect a n n u a l l y  f r o m  its m e m b e r s  a 

c h a i r m a n  and v i c e - c h a i r m a n .  A  m a j o r i t y  of the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  v o t e  to 

r e p l a c e  an o f f i c e r  of the c o m m ission.

(c) E i ght m e m b e r s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a quorum.

(d) C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  r e c e i v e  no c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are e n t i t l e d  

to travel and p e r  d i e m  a u t h o r i z e d  for b o ards a nd c o m m i s s i o n s  u n d e r  

A S  39.20.180.

Sec. .19 .515. P O W E R S  A N D  DUTIES. (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall

(1) r e c o m m e n d  g o a l s  a n d  p r i o r i t i e s  for h a z a r d  m i t i g a t i o n  to 

t h e  p u b l i c  an d  p r i v a t e  sectors;

(2) r e c o m m e n d  p o l i c i e s  to the g o v e r n o r  and the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  

i n c l u d i n g  n e e d e d  research, m a p p i n g ,  a nd m o n i t o r i n g  p r o g rams;

(3) o f fer a d v i c e  o n  c o o r d i n a t i n g  d i s a s t e r  p r e p a r e d n e s s  and 

h a z a r d - m i t i g a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  of g o v e r n m e n t  at all levels, r e v i e w  the 

p r a c t i c e s  for r e c o v e r y  a nd r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  a f ter a  n a t u r a l  d i s a ster, 

a n d  re c o m m e n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  to m i t i g a t e  losses f r o m  s i m i l a r  future 

e v e n t s ;

(4) gather, analyze, a nd d i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  of g e n e r a l



o
1 i n t e r e s t  on h a z a r d  m i t i g a t i o n ;

2 (5) e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  n e c e s s a r y  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s

3 w i t h  o t h e r  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s ;

4 (6) r e v i e w  p r e d i c t i o n s  a n d  w a r n i n g s  i s s u e d  by the f e d e r a l

5 g o v e r n m e n t ,  r e s e a r c h  inst i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  p e r s o n s

6 a n d  suggest a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s p o n s e s  at the s t a t e  a nd l o c a l  level; a n d

7 (7) r e v i e w  p r o p o s e d  h a z a r d  n o t i f i c a t i o n s  and s u p p o r t i n g

8 i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  state a g e n c i e s ,  e v a l u a t e  p o s s i b l e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c

9 c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  r e c o m m e n d  tha t  the g o v e r n o r  i s s u e  f o r m a l  h a z a r d  n o t i -

10 f i c a t i o n s  w h e n  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  and a d v i s e  s t a t e  and l o cal a g e n c i e s  of

11 a p p r o p r i a t e  responses.

12 (b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y

13 (1) a d vise the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the l e g i s l a t u r e  o n  d i s a s t e r

') 14 p r e p a r e d n e s s  a n d  haza r d  m i t i g a t i o n  a n d  on b u d g e t s  f o r  t h o s e  a c t i v i -

15 ties, and r e c o m m e n d  l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  p o l i c i e s  to i m p r o v e  d i s a s t e r  pre-

16 p a r e d n e s s  or  h a z a r d  m i t i g a t i o n ;

17 (2) conduct p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ;

18 (3) appoint c o m m i t t e e s  f r o m  its m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  a p p o i n t

19 e x t e r n a l  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  of e x - o f f i c i o  m e m b e r s ;  a nd

20 (4) accept g r a n t s ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f r o m

21 p u b l i c  a g e ncies, p r i vate f o u n d a t i o n s ,  and i n d i v i d u a l s .

22 Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 0 5  - 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 2 0

23 (1) " c o m m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  t he A l a s k a  N a t u r a l  H a z a r d s  S a f e t y

24 C o m m i s s i o n ;

25 (2) " d i s a s t e r  p r e p a r e d n e s s "  m e a n s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p l a n s  a n d

26 p r o g r a m s  f or r e s p o n d i n g  t o  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  funds to a l l e v i a t e  l o s s e s

27 f r o m  a d i s a s t e r  as d e f i n e d  in AS  2 6 . 2 3 . 2 3 0 ;

28 (3) " h a z a r d  m i t i g a t i o n "  o r  " m i t i g a t i o n "  m e a n  a c t i v i t i e s

29 tha t  p r e v e n t  o r  a l l e v i a t e  the h a r m f u l  e f f e c t s  of n a t u r a l  h a z a r d s  to
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1 p e r s o n s  a n d  p r o p e r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e

2 h a z a r d s ,  a s s e s s m e n t  of  the r i sks, a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of m e a s u r e s  to

3 r e d u c e  p o t e n t i a l  l o s s e s  b e f o r e  a d a m a g i n g  e v e n t  o c c u r s .

4 * Sec. 3. A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

5 (13) A l a s k a  N a t u r a l  H a z a r d s  S a f e t y  C o m m i s s i o n  (AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 0 5 )

6 -- Jun e  30, 1990.

7 * Sec. 4. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 1 0  e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 2 of t h i s  Act ,

8 f o u r  of the i n i t i a l  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  N a t u r a l  H a z a r d s  S a f e t y  C o m m i s s i o n

9 s h a l l  serve terras of t w o  y e a r s  a n d  t h r e e  i n i t i a l  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  t e r m s

10 of fou r  years.

11 *  Sec. 5. N o t h i n g  i n  this A c t  is i n t e n d e d  to t r a n s f e r  to  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n

12 t he a u t h o r i t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  b o a r d s ,

13 c o u n c i l s ,  o r  c o m m i s s i o n s  or  of l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .
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