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B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 561 ( F i n ance)

IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

6 F o r  an  Act entitled: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p u b l i c  us e  c a b i n s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g

7 for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  PURPOSE. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e t e r m i n e s  t hat it

10 is in the p u b l i c  i n t erest to create the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U s e  C a b i n  S y s t e m  and

11 p l a c e  w i t h i n  that s y s t e m  c a b i n s  o w n e d  or b u i l t  by  the s t a t e  o n  t he r e s e r v e d

12 or u n r e s e r v e d  p u b l i c  l and o f  the state a n d  that t he s y s t e m  be  m a n a g e d  for

13 the b e n e f i t  of the r e s i d e n t s  of the s t a t e  a n d  v i s i t o r s  to t he stat e .

14 * Sec. 2. AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

15 (a) T he D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  s h a l l

16 (1) d e v e l o p  a c o n t i n u i n g  p l a n  for t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and

17 m a x i m u m  use in the p u b l i c  interest o f  the s c enic, h i s t o r i c ,  a r c h a e o -

18 logic, s c i e n tific, b i o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  of the

19 state;

20 (2) p l a n  f o r  and d e v e l o p  a s y s t e m  of s t a t e  p a r k s  a n d  recre-

21 ational facilities, to b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  as t he l e g i s l a t u r e  a u t h o r i z e s

22 a nd directs;

23 (3) a c q u i r e  by  gift, p u r c h a s e ,  or  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  s t a t e  or

24 federal agencies, o r  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  p a r c n e r s h i p s  or

25 a s s o c iations, land n e c e s s a r y ,  s u i t a b l e  a n d  p r o p e r  for r o a d s i d e ,  pic-

26 nic, r e c r e a t i o n a l ^  o r  p a r k  purposes;

27 (4) c o n t r o l ,  d e v e l o p  and m a i n t a i n  s t a t e  p a r k s  a n d  recre-

28 ational areas;

29 (5) p r o v i d e  for t he a c q u i s i t i o n ,  care, c o n t r o l ,
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1 s u p e r v i s i o n ,  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e x t e n s i o n ^  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of

2 p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l  land, a n d  m a k e  n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  c o n t r a c t s ^

3 o r  c o m m i t m e n t s  f o r  t he i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of l a n d  a c q u i r e d

4 u n d e r  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 1 0  - 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 4 0 ;

5 (6) a d o p t ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  A d m i n i s -

6 t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  u s e  and

7 d e s i g n a t i n g  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  w i t h i n  the b o u n d a r i e s  of s t a t e  p a r k  a nd

8 r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a s  to p r o t e c t  the p r o p e r t y  a n d  to p r e s e r v e  t h e  p e ace;

9 (7) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  its a g e n c i e s  a n d

10 l o c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  of t h e  s t a t e  to s e c u r e  t he e f f e c t i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n ,

11 i m p r o v e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e x t e n s i o n ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s ,

1 12 s t a t e  m o n u m e n t s ,  s t a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  a r eas, a n d  s t a t e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  areas,

13 a n d  s e c u r e  a g r e e m e n t s  o r  c o n t r a c t s  f or t h e  p u r p o s e  of A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 1 0

14 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 4 0 ;I
15 (8) e n c o u r a g e  t he o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s t a t e  p u b l i c  p a r k  a n d

16 r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  of  the

17 stat e ;

18 (9) p r o v i d e  f o r  c o n s u l t i n g  s e r v i c e  d e s i g n e d  to  d e v e l o p

19 l o c a l  p a r k  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s ;

20 (10) p r o v i d e  c l e a r i n g - h o u s e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n -

21 c i e s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p a r k  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  m a t t e r s ;  a n d

22 (11) p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d u t i e s  as a r e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  e x e c u t i v e
I

23 o r d e r  or  by law;

24 (12) m a i n t a i n  m e m o r i a l s  to A l a s k a  v e t e r a n s  l o c a t e d  i n  s t a t e
i ,

25 p a r k s ;

26 (13) a d o p t ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t he A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e

27 A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  C h e n a  R i v e r  S t a t e

28 R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  a n d  d e s i g n a t i n g  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r -

29 ies of t he C h e n a  R i v e r  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h
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(14) m a n a g e  the c a b i n s  o w n e d  by  the state u n d e r  AS 41.-

2 1 . 8 8 0 .

Sec. 3. AS  4 1 . 2 1  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  to a r t i c l e  7 to

Sec. 4 1 . 2 1 . 8 8 0 .  P U B L I C  U S E  C A B I N S .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  a

s y s t e m  of  p u b l i c  u s e  cabins to be m a n a g e d  by t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  a nd 

c a l l e d  t he A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U s e  C a b i n  S y s t e m .  Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall 

p u b l i c i z e  t he e x i s t e n c e  of the p u b l i c  u s e  cabi n s  a n d  m ay e s t a b l i s h  a 

r e s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  f or the cabins.

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a fee s c h e d u l e  f o r  the u s e  

of the cabins. F e e s  c o l l e c t e d  u n d e r  thi s  s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be d e ­

p o s i t e d  in the g e n e r a l  fund. T he c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h all 

s e p a r a t e l y  a c c o u n t  fo r  fees c o l l e c t e d  a n d  d e p o s i t e d  by t h e  c o m m i s­

si o n e r  of  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .  Th e  a n n u a l  e s t i­

m a t e d  b a l a n c e  in the account m a y  be a p p r o p r i a t e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  to 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  to c a r r y  out the p u r p o s e s  of this 

se c tion. I n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the fees, t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall c o n s i d e r

(1) t he cost to the s t a t e  of b u i l d i n g ,  r e n o v a t i n g ,  a n d  

m a i n t a i n i n g  the cabins;

(2) the cost of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  c o l l e c t i n g  

the f e e s  c h a r g e d  f o r  use of t he c a b i n s ;  and

(3) t he p u b l i c  interest.

(c) C a b i n s  t h a t  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  p u b l i c  lan d  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  

a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t hat h a v e  b e e n  o r  w i l l  b e  a c q u i r e d  by the s t a t e  m ay be 

r e n o v a t e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  for i n c l u s i o n  in  t he A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U s e  

C a b i n  System. W i t h i n  a v a i l a b l e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  

b u i l d  o r  a c q u i r e  c a b i n s  f or i n c l u s i o n  i n  the c a b i n  system. U n d e r  

s t ate c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  c o n t r a c t  for th e
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c o n s t ruction, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  operation, a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of cabins 

w i t h i n  the system.

(d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  l o cal g r o u p s  a n d  w i t h  

s t ate and f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  to m a i n t a i n  a n d  i m p r o v e  the c a b i n  system. 

The c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall e v a l u a t e  e x i s t i n g  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  c a bin sites and 

conduct r e s o u r c e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  in the p r o c e s s  of d e s­

igna t i n g  c a b i n s  into the system. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  d e v e l o p  an 

o p e r a t i o n a l  p l a n  for the renovation, c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  or r e m o v a l  of 

c a b i n s .

(e) A  p e r s o n  u s i n g  a p u b l i c  use c a b i n  m ay not r e c o v e r  d a m ages 

f rom the s t a t e  for an  i n j u r y  a r i s i n g  out of  the u s e  of the p u b l i c  use 

c a b i n  u n l e s s  t he i n j u r y  w a s  caused by the g r oss n e g l i g e n c e  of the 

s t a t e .

(f) In  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a nd m a n a g i n g  a p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n  s y s t e m  on 

s t ate game refug e s ,  c r i t i c a l  h a bitat areas, a n d  g ame s a n c t u a r i e s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS  16.20, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h all o b t a i n  the c o n c u r­

rence of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of fis h  and game.

(g) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall m a k e  a n  a n n u a l  repo r t  to the l e g i s l a­

ture on the costs, o c c u p a n c y  rates, fees co l l e c t e d ,  the n u m b e r  and 

l o c a t i o n  of cabins in the system, and o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  

relevant by the comm i s s i o n e r .

(h) In  this s e c tion, " p u blic u se c a b i n s "  i n c l u d e s  cabins d e s i g­

n a t e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  that

(1) w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  on s t ate land w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t y  

of law a nd that h a v e  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  by t he s t ate in the past or that 

are a c q u i r e d  by the s t a t e  in the futu r e  a n d  m e e t  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  for 

safety a nd l i a b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;  or

(2) are c a b i n s  o w n e d  by the s t a t e  a n d  u s e d  for t e m p o r a r y  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  use.
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1 * Sec. 4. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.

2 10.070(c).
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