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O f f e r e d :  3 / 1 7 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  D u n c a n  a nd T h o m p s o n

BY  T H E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D
1 IN T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 543 (HESS)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Ac t  c r e a t i n g  t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  agen-

7 c y ."

8 BE  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L ASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. P U R P O S E .  It is the p u r p o s e  of this A c t  to

10 (1) a s s i s t  d i s t r i c t s  a nd r u r a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a s  to

11 m a k e  m o r e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  and r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to e x c e p t i o n a l

12 c h i l d r e n ,  as that t e r m  is d e f i n e d  in  AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 3 5 0 ( 4 ) ;

13 (2) e n c o u r a g e  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n

14 a g e n c i e s  in m a k i n g  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a nd s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to

15 t h e s e  c h i l d r e n ;

16 (3) e n s u r e  that q u a l i f i e d  s p e c i a l i s t s  are a v a i l a b l e  to a s s i s t

17 d i s t r i c t s  in  the p r o v i s i o n  of free a p p r o p r i a t e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s

18 for t h ose e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  that are d i f f i c u l t  to serve, w i t h o u t  r e g a r d

19 to t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  in th e  state.

20 * Sec. 2. AS  14.30 is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  n ew s e c t i o n s  to read:

21 A R T I C L E  8. S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  S E R V I C E  AGENCY.

22 Sec. 14. 3 0 . 6 0 0 .  A G E N C Y  E S T A B L I S H E D .  T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d ,  as a

23 p u b l i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  agency.

24 Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 1 0 .  G O V E R N I N G  B O A R D .  (a) T h e  a g e n c y  s h a l l  be  gov-

25 e r n e d  by a n  11 m e m b e r  b o a r d  a p p o i n t e d  by the s t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n .

26 Th e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of

27 (1) o n e  m e m b e r  f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  H a n d i -

28 c a p p e d  a nd G i f t e d ;

29 (2) o n e  m e m b e r  f r o m  t he D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n ;
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1 (3) f i v e  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  t e a c h e r s  o r

2 d i r e c t o r s ,  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  o r  t e a c h e r

3 t r a i n i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;

4 (4) t wo m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  p a r e n t s  of c h i l d r e n  r e q u i r i n g

5 s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  o u t r e a c h  s e r v i c e s ;

6 (5) on e  m e m b e r  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l

7 S e r v i c e s ;

8 (6) one p u b l i c  m e m b e r .

9 (b) T h e  s e v e n  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(3) - (4) of t h i s

10 s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be  c h o s e n  w i t h  d u e  r e g a r d  to  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  b a l a n c e d

11 r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a r e a s  of t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  p e r s o n s

12 w i t h  a v a r i e t y  of d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  n e eds.

13 Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 2 0 .  T E R M S ,  V A C A N C I E S ,  A N D  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  (a) T h e

14 t e r m  of o f f i c e  of a b o a r d  m e m b e r  is t h r e e  y e a r s .

15 (b) A  v a c a n c y  o c c u r r i n g  d u r i n g  a t e r m  of o f f i c e  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d

16 i n  t he s a m e  m a n n e r  as the o r i g i n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t .  A  m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  to

17 f i l l  a v a c a n c y  s e r v e s  f or t he u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  o f  t h e  m e m b e r  t h e  n e w

18 a p p o i n t e e  s u c c e e d e d .

19 (c) B o a r d  m e m b e r s  r e c e i v e  n o  s a l a r y  b ut are e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m

20 a n d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w  f o r  o t h e r  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s -

21 sions.

22 Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 3 0 .  B Y L A W S .  T h e  b o a r d ,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t he

23 d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  o n  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  a m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e

24 b o a r d ,  s h a l l  a d o p t  a n d  a m e n d  b y l a w s  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  a g e n c y

25 a n d  the b o a r d .

26 Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 4 0 .  E M P L O Y E E S .  E m p l o y e e s  o f  the a g e n c y  a r e  n o t  i n

27 t h e  s t a t e  s e r v i c e  a n d  a re n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  P e r s o n n e l  A c t

28 (AS 39.25). H o w e v e r ,  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  a g e n c y  s h a l l  b e  m e m b e r s  of

29 e i t h e r  t h e  T e a c h e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  (AS 1 4 . 2 5 )  o r  t h e  P u b l i c

C
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1 E m p l o y e e s '  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  (AS 3 9 . 3 5 )  and a re s u b j e c t  to the

2 p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  1 4 . 2 0 . 5 5 0  - 1 4 . 2 0 . 6 1 0 .

3 Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 5 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S .  (a) T he b o a r d  m a y

4 (1) r e c e i v e  a n d  e x p e n d  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  f u n d s  to c a rry

5 o u t  the p u r p o s e s  of the a g e n c y ;

6 (2) c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t he d e p a r t m e n t  and o t h e r  p u b l i c  o r  pri-

7 v a t e  a g e n c i e s  fo r  the p r o v i s i o n  of  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  o r  r e l a t e d  ser-

8 v i c e s ;

9 (3) do w h a t e v e r  is n e c e s s a r y  to carry out th e  p u r p o s e s  of

10 A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 6 0 0  - 14.30.680.

11 (b) T h e  b o a r d  shall

12 (1) p r o v i d e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g

13 (A) i t i n e r a n t  o u t r e a c h  s e r v i c e s  to deaf, d e a f - b l i n d ,

14 m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d ,  h e a r i n g  i m p a i r e d ,  b l i n d  a n d  v i s u a l l y  i m p a ired,

15 o r t h o p e d i c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d ,  o t h e r  h e a l t h - i m p a i r e d ,  s e v e r e l y

16 e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d ,  a n d  m u l t i - h a n d i c a p p e d  s t u d e n t s ;

17 (B) s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  a nd train-

18 ing of  local s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l ;  a n d

19 (C) o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  t h e  b o a r d  d e t e r m i n e s  to be appro-

20 p r i a t e  to s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s ;

21 (2) h i r e  an e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  and a p p r o v e  t he e m p l o y m e n t

22 of  p e r s o n n e l  n e c e s s a r y  to o p e r a t e  t h e  agency;

23 (3) p r o v i d e  f or a n  a n n u a l  a u d i t  of the agency;

24 (4) p r o v i d e  the d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  a t h r e e - y e a r  p l a n  of  o p era-

25 t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the s e r v i c e s  to be  o f f e r e d  b y  the

26 agency, the m e t h o d  by w h i c h  t h e  s e r v i c e s  w ill b e  e v a l u a t e d ,  i n f o r m a -

27 t i o n  o n  the n u m b e r  of s t u d e n t s  a n d  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  p e r s o n n e l  to  be

28 served, a s c h e d u l e  of f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e  to the a g e n c y  f r o m  all s o u r c e s ,

29 a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  m a y  be  r e q u i r e d  b y  t he d e p a r t m e n t  b y
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Sec. 14.30.660. E L I G I B I L I T Y  F OR SERVICE. Th e  s e r v i c e s  of the 

a g e n c y  shall be a v a i l a b l e  to s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  that s e r v e  c h i l d r e n  

w h o s e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s  o c c u r  i n f r e q u e n t l y ,  w h o  r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l­

ized s e r v i c e s  not n o r m a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  in the s c h o o l  d i s t rict, a n d  w h o  

c a nnot be e a s i l y  s e rved by l o cal s c hool d i s t r i c t  p e r s o n n e l  b e c a u s e  of 

the l ow n u m b e r  of s t u d e n t s  in  the d i s t r i c t  in n e e d  of the p a r t i c u l a r  

se r vice. The a g e n c y  m ay p r o v i d e  services to e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i ldren, as 

that t e r m  is d e f i n e d  in A S  14.30.350.

Sec. 14.30.670. F U N D I N G .  E a c h  f i s c a l  y e a r  the d e p a r t m e n t  s h all 

r e c o m m e n d  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  a m ount of f u n d i n g  f o r  the 

a g e n c y .

Sec. 14.30.680. D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 6 0 0  - 14 . 3 0 . 6 8 0 ,

u n l e s s  the context o t h e r w i s e  r e q uires,

(1) "agency" m e a n s  the s p e cial e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  agency;

(2) "board" m e a n s  the g o v e r n i n g  b o a r d  of the s p e cial e d u c a­

ti o n  s e r vice agency.

* Sec. 3. AS  14.25 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 14.25.047. P A R T I C I P A T I O N  B Y  S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  A G E N C Y  E M ­

PLOY E E S .  A n  e m p l o y e e  of the S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  A g e n c y  m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e  

in  the re t i r e m e n t  fund u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  if

(1) the e m p l o y e e  p o s s e s s e s  or  is e l i g i b l e  to p o s s e s s  a 

t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e  u n d e r  A S  14.20.020; a n d

(2) the e m p l o y e e  p a y s  all r e t r o a c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  r e­

q u i r e d  to be m a d e  u n d e r  t his chapter.

* Sec. 4. AS  1 4 . 2 5 . 2 2 0 ( 2 0 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(20) " m e m b e r s h i p  s e r v i c e "  m e a n s

(A) full o r  p a r t - t i m e  s e r v i c e  as a  t e a c h e r  i n  a p u b l i c

r eg u l a t i o n ;

(5) p r e s e n t  an a n n u a l  b u d g e t  to the d e p a r t m e n t .
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1 s c h o o l  in the T e r r i t o r y  or  S t a t e  of  A l a s k a ,  or  both, u n d e r  the

2 s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  of t he T e r r i t o r i a l  B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  or

3 t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  o r  th e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  of a  city, re-

4 g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a ,  or b o r o u g h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ;

5 (B) f u l l - t i m e  or  p a r t - t i m e  t e a c h i n g  at the U n i v e r s i t y

6 o f  A l a s k a  or  a f u l l - t i m e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  at t h e  U n i v e r s i -

7 ty  of A l a s k a  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a c a d e m i c  s t a n d i n g  and w h i c h  h a s  b e e n

8 a p p r o v e d  f or i n c l u s i o n  in t h e  s y s t e m  by  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ;

9 (C) a ny p e r i o d  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  t e a c h e r  r e c e i v e s  a

10 d i s a b i l i t y  b e n e f i t  u n d e r  t his s y s t e m  o r  is on  an a p p r o v e d  s a b b a t -

11 i c a l  leave g r a n t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  14.20.310; [OR]

12 (D) c o n t i n u o u s  s e r v i c e  as a s t ate l e g i s l a t o r  w h e n

13 p e r f o r m e d  by a s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r  w h o  e l e c t s  m e m b e r s h i p  u n d e r

14 A S  1 4 . 2 5 . 0 4 0 ( b ) ,  s u b j e c t  to t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of A S  1 4 . 2 5 . 0 4 0 ( c ) ;

15 o r

16 (E) f u l l - t i m e  o r  p a r t - t i m e  s e r v i c e  as a n  e m p l o y e e  of

17 t h e  S p e cial E d u c a t i o n  A g e n c y ,  s u b j e c t  to the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of

18 A S  14.25.047;

19 * Sec. 5. AS 4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to  read:

20 (13) S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y  (AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 0 0 )  -- J u n e

21 30, 1990.

22 * Sec. 6. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 6 2 0 ( a ) ,  e n a c t e d  by sec. 2 o f  t his

23 Act ,  the i n i t i a l  m e m b e r s  of the g o v e r n i n g  b o a r d  of  the s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n

24 s e r v i c e  a g e n c y ,  four s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  o f  f o u r  y e a r s ,  five s h a l l  s e r v e  a

25 t e r m  of t h r e e  years, a n d  tw o  s h all s e r v e  a t e r m  of  two years. T h e  i n i t i a l

26 t e r m s  s h a l l  be  a s s i g n e d  to i n i t i a l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  b y  the s t a t e  B o a r d  of

27 E d u c a t i o n  by lot.
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