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1 IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 514 (Ju d i c i a r y )

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F or a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to fire p r e v e n t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ;  and

7 p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 BE  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 9 . 6 5 . 0 7 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (c) A n  [NO] a c t i o n  m a y  n o t  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  a g a i n s t  an e m p l o y e e  or

11 m e m b e r  of a fire d e p a r t m e n t  o p e r a t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  by  a m u n i c i p a l i t y

12 o r  v i l l a R e , or a f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  AS 2 9 . 6 0 . 1 3 0 ,  if the

13 c l a i m  is a n  a c t i o n  f o r  tor t  [OR B R E A C H  OF A  C O N T R A C T U A L  D U TY] a n d  is

14 b a s e d  u p o n  the act o r  o m i s s i o n  of th e  e m p l o y e e  or m e m b e r  o f  the fire

15 d e p a r t m e n t  in the e x e c u t i o n  of a f u n c t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  t he d e p a r t m e n t  is

16 e s t a b l i s h e d .

17 * Sec. 2. A S  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 7 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

18 Sec. 1 8 . 7 0.075. A U T H O R I T Y  OF M U N I C I P A L  O R  R E G I S T E R E D  FIRE

19 D E P A R T M E N T  O F F I C E R S  [ AND T H E I R  P E R S O N N E L ] .  (a) A n  o f f i c e r  of a

20 m u n i c i p a l  fire d e p a r t m e n t  or a fire d e p a r t m e n t  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r

21  A S  2 9 . 6 0 . 1 3 0  [OR H I S  A U T H O R I Z E D  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E ] ,  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  fire

22 p r o t e c t i o n  s e r v i c e s ,  h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to

23 (1) c o n t r o l  an d  d i r e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  at a [THE] fire;

24 (2) o r d e r  a p e r s o n  to  leave a b u i l d i n g  or  p l a c e  in the

25 v i c i n i t y  of a [THE] fire, for t h e  p u r p o s e  of  p r o t e c t i n g  the p e r s o n

26 from injury;

27 (3) b l o c k a d e  a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y ,  street, o r  p r i v a t e  ri g h t - o f -

28 w ay t e m p o r a r i l y  w h i l e  at a fire;

29 (4) t r e s p a s s  u p o n  p r o p e r t y  at o r  n e a r  t h e  s c ene of  a fire
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1 at a ny time of the day or night;

2 (5) e n t e r  a b u i lding, i n c l u d i n g  a p r i v a t e  dwelling, or

3 [UPON] premi s e s  w h e r e  a fire is in p r o g r e s s ,  or w h e r e  there is reason-

4 a b l e  c a u s e  to b e l i e v e  a fire is in p r o gress, to e x t i n g u i s h  [FOR T H E

5 P U R P O S E  OF  E XTINGUISHING] the fire;

6 (6) e n t e r  a b u i l ding, i n c l u d i n g  a p r i v a t e  d w e lling, or

7 p r e m i s e s  nea r  the scene of a [THE] fire for the p u r p o s e  of p r o t e c t i n g

8 the b u i l d i n g  or p r e m i s e s  or for the p u r p o s e  of e x t i n g u i s h i n g  the fire

9 w h i c h  is in p r o g r e s s  in a n o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  or p r e m ises;

10 (7) u p o n  2 4 - h o u r  n o t i c e  to the o w n e r  or  occupant, i n s pect

11 f or p r e p l a n n i n g  all bui l d i n g s ,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  or o t h e r  places w i t h i n  the

12 m u n i c i p a l i t y  or the r e g i s t e r e d  fire d e p a r t m e n t ' s  d i s t r i c t , exce p t  the

13 i n t e r i o r  of a p r i v a t e  dwelling, w h e r e  c o m b u s t i b l e  m a t e r i a l  is or m a y

14 b e c o m e  d a n gerous as a fire m e n a c e  to the building;

15 (8) d i r e c t  the r e m o v a l  or  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  a fence, house,

16 m o t o r  vehicle, o r  o t her t h i n g  j u d g e d  [WHICH HE  M A Y  JUDGE] n e c e s s a r y

17 [TO R E M O V E  OR DESTROY] to p r e v e n t  the f u r t h e r  s p r e a d  of a [THE] fire.

18 (b) An  o w n e r  or o c c u p a n t  of a b u i l d i n g  or p l a c e  s p e c i f i e d  in

19 this s e c t i o n  or any o t her p e r s o n  o n  the site of a fire or o t h e r  fire

20 d e p a r t m e n t  e m e r g e n c y  who r e f uses to obey the o r d e r  of an o f f i c e r  of a

21 m u n i c i p a l  or r e g i s t e r e d  fire d e p a r t m e n t  [OR H IS A U T H O R I Z E D  R E P R E S E N T A -

22 TIVE] in the e x e r c i s e  of [HIS] o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  is g u i l t y  of a class B

23 m i s d e m e a n o r  [, A N D  U P O N  C O N V I C T I O N ,  IS P U N I S H A B L E  BY  I M P R I S O N M E N T  F O R

24 O N E  YEAR, OR  BY  A  FINE OF N O T  M O R E  T H A N  $1,000, O R  BY  BOTH].

25 (c) In this section, " i n s p e c t  for p r e p l a n n i n g "  means to conduct

26 l i m i t e d  exam i n a t i o n s  [INSPECTIONS] for p u r p o s e s  of p r e p a r i n g  a fire

27 a t t a c k  p l a n  in the event of a f u t u r e  emergency, b ut does not i n c lude

28 i n s p e c t i o n s  for p u r poses of d e t e r m i n i n g  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s t a t u t o r y  or

29 m u n i c i p a l  fire code requirements.
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* Sec. 3. AS 1 8 . 7 0 . 0 8 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 7 0.080. R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  

shall adopt [RULES AND] r e g u l a t i o n s  fo r  the p u r p o s e  of p r o t e c t i n g  life 

and p r o p e r t y  f r o m  fire and e x p l o s i o n  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  

for

(1) fire d e t e c t i o n  a n d  s u p p r e s s i o n  e q u i p m e n t ;

(2) fire a nd life s a f e t y  p l a n  c h e c k  c r i t e r i a  in c o m m e r c i a l ,  

in d u s trial, b u s iness, i n s t i t u t i o n a l  or o t h e r  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  [ B U I L D­

ING] , and b u i l d i n g s  u s e d  for r e s i d e n t i a l  p u r p o s e s  c o n t a i n i n g  four or  

m o r e  d w e l l i n g  u n its that are to be  buil t ,  o r  are to be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

r e m o d e l e d  in a w ay that will a f f e c t  a fire or  life safe t y  f e a t u r e ;

(3) fire and life s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a  in t he follow- 

ing types of buildings:

(A) a b u i l d i n g  u s e d  for p u b l i c  a s s e m b l y ,  w i t h  a c a p a c­

ity of m o r e  t han 50 persons;

(B) a b u i l d i n g  u s e d  for e d u c a t i o n a l  or c h i l d  car e  

p u r p o s e s  for m o r e  than s ix ch i l d r e n ;

(C) an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g .  i n c l u d i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  

for the f u l l - t i m e  care of m o r e  t h a n  five children, h o s p i t a l s ,  

n u r s i n g  h o m e s, an d  adult a nd j u v e n i l e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l ities;

(D) a r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  that is m o r e  tha n  two 

s t o r i e s  in height, and that h as m o r e  t h a n  15 d w e l l i n g  u n i t s  o r  20 

g u est rooms;

(E) a h i g h - r i s e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a f l o o r  level u s e d  for 

h u m a n  occupancy, w h i c h  is 35 feet a b o v e  the lowest l e v e l  of fir e  

d e p a r t m e n t  v e h i c l e  access;

(4) any activity in w h i c h  c o m b u s t i b l e  o r  e x p l o s i v e  m a t e r i­

als are s t o r e d  or h a n d l e d  in c o m m e r c i a l  q u a n t i t i e s ;

(5) [(A)] c o n d itions or  a c t i v i t i e s  c a r r i e d  o n  o u t s i d e  a
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b u i l d i n g  d e s c r i b e d  in (2)A  [OR] ( 3 ) , o r  (4) of this s e c t i o n  l i k e l y  to 

c a u s e  i n j u r y  to  p e r s o n s  o r  p r o p e r t y .

*  Sec. 4. A S  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 8 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  m a y  e s t a b l i s h ,  by  r e g u l a­

tion, r e a s o n a b l e  fees to b e  c h a r g e d  f o r  t h e  f ire and life s a f e t y  p l a n  

c h e c k  as d e s c r i b e d  in ( a ) ( 2 )  of this s e c t i o n .

*  Sec. 5. AS  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 0  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

Sec. 1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 0 .  E N F O R C E M E N T  OF R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

P u b l i c  S a f e t y  a n d  t he c h i e f  of e a c h  m u n i c i p a l  or r e g i s t e r e d  [CITY] 

f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  t h e i r  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  [IN T H E I R  R E S P E C­

T I V E  A R E A S ]  m a y  e n f o r c e  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  by  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  

P u b l i c  S a f e t y  f o r  the p r e v e n t i o n  of f i r e  or  f o r  the p r o t e c t i o n  of l i f e  

a n d  p r o p e r t y  [ A G A I N S T  F I R E  O R  P A N I C ] . A l l  s t a t e  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  m a y

a s s i s t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  i n  t he e n f o r c e m e n t  of  A S  18.-

7 0 . 0 1 0  - 1 8 . 7 0 . 1 0 0  a n d  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t h o s e  s e c t i o n s  

[IT]. T h e  a u t h o r i t y  c o n f e r r e d  in A S  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 1 0  - 1 8 . 7 0 . 1 0 0  e x t e n d s  to 

t he e n f o r c e m e n t  of  the p r o v i s i o n s  of  A S  1 1 . 4 6 . 4 0 0  - 1 1 . 4 6.450, 11.-

4 6 . 4 8 4 ( a ) ( 4 ) ,  a n d  AS  1 1 . 5 6 . 8 0 0 ( a ) ( 3 )  [AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 4 0 0  - 1 1 . 4 6 . 4 3 0 ] .

* Sec. 6. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01. -  

1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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