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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  R u l e s / G o v e r n o r

1 IK: THE H O U S E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

2 c  CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 497 (Judiciary) am

3 IN T HE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S ES SI ON

5 A  B I L L

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to custody, support, v i s i t a t i o n ,  a n d

7 b i r t h  ce rt i f i c a t e s  of c hi ld r e n . "

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E S TA TE  OF  ALASKA:

9 * Se c t i o n  1. AS 25 .20 . 0 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (a) I n  a case i n v olv in g [IF T H E R E  IS A  D I S P U T E  OVER] c h i l d

11 custody, either p a r e n t  m a y  p e t i t i o n  the s u p e r i o r  court for r e s o l u t i o n

12 of the m a t t e r  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 0 . 0 6 0  - 25.20.130. Th e court s h a l l  a w a r d

13 c u s t o d y  o n  the b asi s of the best int ere st s of the ch il d in e i t h e r  a

14 d i s p u t e d  o r  u n d i s p u t e d  c a s e . In d e t e r m i n i n g  the bes t i n t er est s of the

15 child, the court shall c on s i d e r  all re le v a n t  f a c t o r s A  i n c l u d i n g  those

16 f a cto rs  e nu me r a t e d  in A S  2 5 . 2 4 . 1 5 0 ( c ) . an d sha ll  examine th e a g r e e -

17 m e n t s  b e t w e e n  the p a r ent s r e g a r d i n g  c u s tod y to e nsu r e  that t h e  aRrec-

18 m en ts  are  in the b est in terests o f  the c h i l d  a n d  that n e i t h e r  p a r e n t

19 has b e e n  su bj ec te d to dur es s o r  c o e r c i o n  to ac cep t the ag re eme nt s.

20 The  court may a p p r o v e  a g re eme nt s that are in w r i t i n g  and f i l e d  w i t h

21 the c ou rt or that are m a d e  or a l l y  o n  the r e c o r d  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  set

22 out in full in the court o r d e r  o r  decree. If the court finds the

23 c u s t o d y  agreement is not in the child's best  interest, the c ou rt s hall

24 (1) d i s a p p r o v e  the a g r ee men t i n  w h o l e  or  in p a r t  a n d  set

25 out the reasons f or  di s a p p r o v a l  o n  the r e c o r d  or  in  a w r i t t e n  dec is -

26 ion:

27 (2) solic it  all  rel ev an t i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a l l  re le v a n t

28 factors, including t hose factors e n u m e r a t e d  i n  A S  25.24. 150 (c );  an d

29 (3) e n t e r  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h i l d  c u s t o d y  o r d e r .
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1 *  Sec. 2. AS 25.20.060 is a m e n d e d  by adding new subsections to read:

2 (d) The court may a w a r d  v i s i t a t i o n  to a grandparent or another

3 p e r s o n  if v i s i t a t i o n  is in the best interest of the child.

4 (e) The court may a w a r d  child support in an appropriate case,

5 w h e t h e r  custody is sole, shared, or split.

6 (f) In a wa rding custody, the court shall consider only those

7 factors that direc tly  affect the w e l l - b e i n g  of the child. This sub-

8 s e ct io n does not prohibit the court from c onsidering the impact of a

9 custody award o n  either parent, to the extent such impact ma y affect

10 the best interests of the child.

11 * Sec. 3. AS 25.20.100 is a m e nd ed  to read:

12 Sec. 25.20.100. [DEN IA L OF] SHARED CHILD CUSTODY. If a pa re nt

13 or the gu ar d i a n  ad litem requests shared custody of a child and the

14 court awards or denies the r e q u e s t , the reasons for the award o r

15 den ial  must [SHALL] be st at e d  on the r e c o r d , including the court's

16 r e a so ni ng  on e a c h  of the factors enum er at ed  in AS 2 5 . 2 4 . 1 5 0 ( c ) .

17 * Sec. 4. AS 25.20 is am e n d e d  by ad di ng  a new section to read:

18 Sec. 25.20.140. DEFINITION. In this chap te r "split custody"

19 m e a n s  a custody arrangement in w h i c h  the de ci si on  as to wh o has custo-

20 dy of each c hild is not the same for all children of the marriage.

21 * Sec. 5. AS 18.50.160(f) is repealed.
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