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BY T H E  HEAL TH , E D U C A T I O N  A N D  
1 IN THE H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M MI TT EE

2 CS FOR  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 497 (HESS)

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TAT E O F  A L A S K A

4 FOU RT E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SE CON D S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to custody, support, vi si ta ti on,  an d

7 b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of c h i l d r e n . "

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASK A:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 25.20.060(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (a) In a case invo lvi ng  TlF T H E R E  IS A  D I S P U T E  OVER] c hil d

11 custody, eit her  parent may p e t i t i o n  the s u p e r i o r  court for r e s o l u t i o n

12 of the m a t t e r  u n d e r  AS 25. 2 0 . 0 6 0  - 2 5.20.130. The court shall a wa rd

13 cu s to dy  on the basis of the best inte res ts  o f  the c h i l d  in e i t h e r  a

14 d i s p u t e d  or u n d i s p u t e d  case. In d e t e r m i n i n g  the best interests of the

15 child, the court shall e x a m i n e  the a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  the p a r e n t s

16 re g a r d i n g  custody to ensure that the a g r e e m e n t s  are  in the best

17 int er es ts of the child and that n e i t h e r  p a r e n t  has b e e n  s u b je ct ed  to

18 du r e s s  or c oe rc io n to accept the agreements. The court ma y a p pro ve

19 a g r e e m e n t s  that are in w r i t i n g  and f iled w i t h  the c ourt or that are

20 mad e  or a l l y  on the record an d s u b s e q u e n t l y  set out in  full in the

21 court o rd er  or decree. If the court finds th e c u s t o d y  agr eement is

22 not in the child's best interest, the court shall

23 (1) d i sa ppr ov e the ag reement in w h o l e  or in  part a n d  set

24 out the reasons for di s a p p r o v a l  on the r e c o r d  or in a w r i t t e n  d e c i s­

25 ion;

26 (2) solicit all re le van t i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  (CONSIDER]

27 all relevant factors in c l u d i n g  those factors e n u m e r a t e d  in A S  25.24.-

28 150(c); and

29 (3) e n t e r  an a p p r o p r i a t e  child c u s t o d y  order.
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1 * Sec. 2. AS 25. 20. 06 0 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  subsect io ns to read:

2 (d) T h e  court m a y  award v i s i t a t i o n  to a gr a n d p a r e n t  or anoth er

3 p e r s o n  if v i s i t a t i o n  is in the best interest of the child.

4 (e) The court m a y  award child support in an  appropriate case,

5 w h e t h e r  c u st od y is sole or shared.

6 (f) In a w a r d i n g  custody, the court shall con si de r only those

7 factors that d i r e c t l y  affect the w e l l - b e i n g  of the child.

8 * Sec. 3. AS 2 5 . 20. 10 0 is a m e n d e d  to read:

9 Sec. 25.20.100. [DENIAL OF] SHA RE D CH ILD  CUSTODY. If a parent

10 or the g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  re que st s shar ed  custody of a child and the

11 court a w a rds o r denies the request, the reasons for the a ward or

12 denial m ust [SHALL] be st at ed  o n  the r e c o r d , i n c l ud ing  the court's

13 r e a s oni ng  on eac h  of the factors enume rat ed  in A S  2 5 . 2 4 . 1 5 0 ( c ) .

14 * Sec. 4. AS 18. 50. 16 0( f)  is repealed.
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