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BY THE HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  A N D
1 IN TH E HOUSE SOCIAL SE RV I C E S  COMM ITT EE

i
2 CS F O R  H OU SE  B I L L  NO. 424 (HESS)

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FOURTEE NT H L E G I S LAT UR E - SECOND SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Ac t establishing the Board of B eha v i o r a l  Science;

7 r e g u l a t i n g  m a r ita l and family therapists; am en di ng

8 Rul e 504 of the Ala ska  Rules of Evidence; and provid-

9 ing for an  effective date."

10 BE IT ENACTED B Y  THE L EG I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Section 1. LE GIS LA TI VE  FINDINGS, PURPOSE. (a) Th e legislature finds

12 that the p ra ct i c e  of the m a r i t a l  and family therapy p r o f e s s i o n  affects the

13 safety and w e l f a r e  of the pu bl ic  and requires reg ul a t i o n  an d control by the

14 state in the public interest.

15 (b) The purpose of this Act is to es tablish a re gul a t o r y  b o ar d and

16 procedures to ensure that the public is pro te ct ed  from the u nprofessional,

17 improper, and unau th ori ze d p ractice of the mari ta l a nd  family therapy

18 profession. This Act shall be liberally c onstrued to carry out this

19 purpose.

20 * Sec. 2. A S  08 is a m en ded  by adding a ne w chapter to read:

21 CHAPTER 15. B E H A V I O R A L  SCIENCE PROFESSIONALS.

22 ARTICLE 1. B OARD OF BEHAVIO RA L SCIENCE.

23 Sec. 08.15.010. B OA RD  ESTABLISHED. There is e s t a b l is hed  a B o a r d

24 of Behavi or al Science.

25 Sec. 08.15.020. MEMBERSHIP. (a) The b o a r d  consists of two

26 persons fr o m  the b e h avi or al  science p r of ess io n r e g u l a t e d  by the b o a r d

27 and one me m b e r  of the public.

28 (b) Each p r of ess io na l m e m b e r  must

29 (1) be licensed in the b eha v i o r a l  scien ce p r o f e s s i o n
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c or r e s p o n d i n g  to the b o a r d  po sition to w h i c h  the p e r s o n  is b e in g 

appointed;

(2) for the four years i mm e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  appointment, 

have b e e n  e n g a g e d  in the active p r a c t i c e  of the b e h a v i o r a l  science 

p r o f e s s i o n  c or r e s p o n d i n g  to the b o a r d  p o s i t i o n  to w h i c h  the p e r s o n  is 

being appointed.

Sec. 08.15.030. B O A R D  APPOINTMENTS. (a) The g ov e r n o r  shall 

appoint the members of the board subject to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by the l e g i s­

lature for st aggered terms of three years.

(b) The go ve rn or  m ay  not appoint the same p e r s o n  m or e  t han once 

to fill an u n e x pir ed  te r m  on the board. A  p er s o n  ma y not serve as a 

m e m b e r  of the board for more than two consecu ti ve terms.

Sec. 08.15.035. R E M OV AL  OF B O A R D  MEMBERS. The g ove r n o r  may 

remove a m e m b e r  of the board for g oo d  cause, including:

(1) neglect of duty;

(2) incompetence;

(3) p r o l o n g e d  illness that impairs the e x e c u t i o n  of b oard

d u t i e s ;

(4) u np rofessional conduct;

(5) c on vi c t i o n  of a felony;

(6) judgment impaired by the use of alcohol or anoth er

drug;

(7) u n e x c u s e d  absences from b o a r d  meetings;

(8) c o n v i c t i o n  of a c rime in volving moral turpitude;

(9) an em otional d i s t u r b a n c e  that p revents the m e m b e r  from 

carryin g out bo ar d duties;

(10) a d d i c t i o n  or d e p e n d e n c e  on alcohol or anoth er drug.

Sec. 08.15.040. MEETINGS. (a) In a dd i t i o n  to the m e e t i n g  

re qu ir ed  by A S  08.01.070(3), the b o a r d  m a y  hold addi ti ona l m e e t i n g s  at
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thi call of tha chairperson or a majority of the board members.

(b) The board ma y hold by teleconference the additional meetings 

allowed u n d e r  (a) of this section.

Sec. 08.15.050. POWERS OF THE BOARD. The board may

(1) examine applicants and issue licenses to qualified 

a p pl ic an ts ;

(2) place specialty designations on the licenses of a p p l i­

cants who meet the standards determined by the board for specialty 

designation;

(3) establish continuing education requirements for license 

renewal, after consulting w i t h  the standards committee for the b e h a v­

ioral science profession for w h i c h  the continuing education requ ire­

ments are established; ;

(4) hold hearings, and order the disciplinary sanction of a 

person who violates this chapter or a regulation of the board;

(5) report annually to the governor and the department on 

the board's proceedings;

(6) perform the administrative duties required by AS 08.-

01.070;

(7) establish standards for supervisors and supervision;

(8) adopt by regulation a code of ethics for each behav­

ioral science profession regulated by the board;

(9) enforce the provisions of this chapter and adopt regu­

lations necessary to implement this chapter.

Sec. 08.15.060. STANDARDS COMMITTEES, (a) The board shall ap-
t

point a standards committee for each behavioral science profession

that it regulates, comprised of one board member from the behavioral" i
science profession and the public member of the board.

(b) Ea c h  Standards committee ma y advise the board about the

- 3 -  C S H B  4 2 4 ( H E S S )



r* s

1 licensing and regulation of the behavioral science profession that is

2 the subject of that standards committee and may make recommendations

3 to the board on the following items for the profession:

4 (1) the granting of licenses;

5 (2) the examination for licensure;

6 (3) the grading of examinations;

7 (4) regulation changes;

8 (5) initiation of investigations or disciplinary proceed-

9 i n g s ;

10 (6) penalties for violations of this chapter;

11 (7) licensure guidelines or criteria for licensure;

12 (8) supervision requirements; and

13 (9) continuing education requirements for license renewal.

14 (c) Each standards committee may act as a liaison betwe en  the

15 board and educational institutions and perform other functions that

16 the board requests.

17 (d) A recommendation of a standards committee is not final until

18 the board approves the recommendation.

19 (e) A decision of the board relating to a behavioral science

20 profession regulated by the board is not effective unless it is ap-

21 proved by the members of the standards committee for the behavioral

22 science profession.

23 Sec. 08.15.070. PROCEDURES. The Administrative Procedure Act

24 (AS 44.62) applies to regulations and to board proceedings, but only

25 AS 44.62.310 - 44.62.312 apply to standards committee proceedings.

26 ARTICLE 2. MARITAL AND  FAMILY THERAPISTS.

27 Sec. 08.15.110. QUALIFICATIONS FOR EXAMINATION. (a) A n  appli-

28 cant for the marital and family therapist examination shall furnish

29 evidence satisfactory to the board that the applicant
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1 (1) has a m as ter 's  degree or d o c t o r a t e  from an a cc re dit ed

2 e du ca ti ona l i n s t it ut ion  app ro ve d by the board, or the p e r s o n  has

3 c o m p l e t e d  a course of study that meets the requirements of the Ameri-

4 can A s s o c i a t i o n  for M a r r i a g e  an d Family Therapy;

5 (2) after s a t isf yi ng  (1) of this subsection, has

6 (A) p r a c t i c e d  m ar it al  and family therapy w i t h i n  the

7 three y e a r s  immediately pr e c e d i n g  the ap pli ca ti on  for the number

8 of h ours of direct clinical contact req u i r e d  by the A m e r i c a n

9 A s s o c i a t i o n  for Ma rr i a g e  and Family Therapy; and

10 (B) r ec ei ved  in the clinical contact req ui re d by (A)

11 of this pa r a g r a p h  u n de r supervisors a p p r o v e d  by the b o a r d  the

12 indiv id ual  and g ro up  s u p e rvi si on  r eq ui red  by the A m e r i c a n  Asso-

13 c i a ti on  for M ar ri ag e and Family Therapy.

14 (b) T h e  board m a y  not a l lo w an applicant w h o  fails an examina-

15 t i o n  given u n d e r  this section to take a su bsequent e x a m i na ti on  for a

16 p e r i o d  of s i x  months from the date of the ex a m i n a t i o n  that the appli-

17 cant failed.

18 Sec. 08.15.120. A P P R O V E D  SUPERVISORS. (a) Except for super-

19 v i s i o n  r e q u i r e d  to satisfy AS 08.15.110(a)(1), a pe rs o n  may not super-

20 vis e  a p e r s o n  in the pr actice of m a ri ta l and family therapy un le s s  the

21 p e r s o n  is ap proved by the board.

22 (b) T h e  board shall approve as a s up er v i s o r  a p e r s o n  w h o

23 (1) applies to the board for the approval;

24 (2) is l ic ensed u n d e r  this chapter to practice m a r i t a l  and

25 family therapy.

26 (c) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  (b) of this section, the bo ar d shall approve

27 as a s u p er vi so r a m e m b e r  of a mental h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n  o th er  t han the

28 m a ri ta l a n d  family ther ap y p r o f e s s i o n  if the p e r s o n  m ee ts  the c ri te r i a

29 e s t a b l i s h e d  by the b o a r d  for approval of a m e m b e r  of a n o t h e r  me nt al
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1 hea l t h  p r o f e s s i o n  as a supervisor.

2 (d) The b o a r d  m a y  cancel its approval of a person as a supervi-

3 sor if the p e r s o n  commits an act listed in AS 08.15.960, fails to

4 satisfy the c ont i n u i n g  e d u cat io n requirements established by the board

5 for s u p e r vi sor s u n d e r  AS 08.15.050(3), or otherwise v io l a t e s  a pro-

6 v i s i o n  of this chapter.

7 (e) A  p e r s o n  pro vi din g s u p e r v i s i o n  under this s e ct ion  is respon-

8 sible for e n s u r i n g  that the extent, kind, and quality of services

9 p e r f or med  by the p e r s o n  b e in g s u pe rv ise d are consistent w i t h  the

10 train ing  and e x p e r i e n c e  of that person.

11 Sec. 08.15.130. SCOPE OF PRACTICE. A person l ic e n s e d  as a

12 mari ta l and family therapist ma y assess, diagnose and treat m e n t a l  and

13 emotional d i s or de rs  that are refe ren ce d in the standard d i a g n o s t i c

14 no me n c l a t u r e  for m a rit al  and family therapy, w h e t h e r  co gnitive, affec-

15 tive, or behavioral, wi t h i n  the context of h um an  relation sh ips , par-

16 ticularly m a r i t a l  and family systems. Marital and family therapy

17 involves r e n d er ing  or offering to re nd e r  for a fee

18 (1) an applied u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the dynamics of m a r i t a l  and

19 family interactions, along w i t h  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of p s y c h o t h e r a p e u t i c

20 and co un s e l i n g  techniques for the p u r p o s e  of resolving intrape rs on al

21 and interp er so na l conflict and ch anging perceptions, a t ti tu de s, and

22 behaviors in the area of h u m a n  re la tionships and family life; and

23 (2) the p r o fes si on al  a p p l ic at io n of assessments a n d  treat-

24 ments of p s y c h o t h e r a p e u t i c  services to individuals, couples, or  fam-

25 ilies for the purp os e of t re ating the d ia g n o s e d  emotional a n d  mental

26 disorders.

27 Sec. 08.15.140. USE OF TITLE. (a) Unless licensed as a marital

28 and family therapist u n der  this chapter, a p e r s o n  may not u s e  the

29 title "ma rital and family t herapist" or a title, d esi gn a t i o n ,  or

c
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device indicating or suggesting that the person is a marital and 

family therapist.

(b) A  person who has satisfied the requirement of AS 08.15.- 

110(a)(1) shall use the title "marital and family therapy associate", 

or other title that is approved by the board, while practicing marital 

and family therapy under AS 08.15.110(a)(2).

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.15.910. LICENSE BY EXAMINATION. The board shall issue a 

license to practice a behavioral scien ce profession to an individual 

who

(1) applies on a form pro v i d e d  by the department;

(2) pays the fee established by the department under

AS 08.01.065; and

(3) passes the written examination administered by the 

department on behalf of the board.

Sec. 08.15.920. TEMPORARY LICENSE. (a) The board shall issue a 

temporary license to an individual wh o satisfies the requirements for 

a permanent license, except for ta ki ng  the examination, and who has 

been approved by the board to take the examination.

(b) A n  individual may practice under a temporary license until

the board issues the results of the first examination g i ven  after

issuance of the person's temporary license and either issues or denies 

a permanent license to the individual.

(c) If a licensee under this section does not take the next 

examination given after the issuance of the temporary license, the 

board may renew the licensee's temporary license until the board

issues the results of the next examination, if the licensee provides 

satisfactory proof to the board that the licensee had good cause for 

not taking the examination.
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1 (d) If a licensee under this section fails the examination, the

2 board may not renew the licensee's temporary license.

3 Sec. 08.15.930. LICENSE BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall, with-

4 out examination, issue a license to practice a behavioral science

5 profession to an individual who

6 (1) has an active license as a behavioral science profes-

7 sional in another state that has requirements for the license or

8 certificate that are substantially equal to or greater than the re-

9 quirements of this state;

10 (2) applies on a form provided by the department;

11 (3) pays the fee established by the department under

12 AS 08.01.065; and

13 (4) furnishes evidence satisfactory to the board that the

14 individual

15 (A) has not engaged in conduct that is a ground for

16 disciplinary sanctions under AS 08.15.960;

17 (B) is not the subject of an unres ol ve d complaint,

18 review procedure, or disciplinary proceeding relating to the

19 behavioral science profession of the individual undertaken by a

20 professional association or regulatory authority;

21 (C) has not failed the examination of this state for

22 the behavioral science profession; or

23 (D) has not previously had a license to practice

24 revoked by this state or another jurisdiction.

25 Sec. 08.15.940. RENEWAL OF LICENSE. A  license issued under this

26 chapter expires two years from the date of issue. A  license may be

27 renewed by payment of the fee required by AS 08.01.065 and by s a t i s -

28 faction of the continuing education requirements established by the

29 board for the renewal of the license.
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Sec. 08.15.950. C O N F I D E N TIA LI TY  OF  COMMUNICATIONS. A  behavi or al  

science p r o fe ss io na l licens ed  under this c h ap te r may  not dis close 

information pr ovi d e d  to the licensee by a client in the course of 

their p r o fe ss io na l contact. This p r o h i b i t i o n  does not apply if the

(1) client p ro vid es  w r i t t e n  conse nt to the licensee to 

reveal the communication;

(2) client is incompetent an d the gu ardian o r  pe rso na l 

representative provides w r i t t e n  consent to the licensee to reveal the 

communication;

(3) client is d e a d  and a b e n e f i c i a r y  of an insurance p o l i c y  

on the client's life pr ov id es w r i t t e n  consent to the licensee to 

reveal the communication;

(4) co mm u n i c a t i o n  discloses that a crime has b e e n  comm itt ed  

or reveals an intent to commit a crime;

(5) client is a minor, the c o m m u n i c a t i o n  discloses that the 

client was the v i c t i m  of a crime or h a r m f u l  act, and the licensee 

reveals the communi ca ti on  o nly duri ng  the course of an o ff icial e x­

amination, trial or other pr oce e d i n g  in w h i c h  the c ommission of the 

crime or harmful act is a subject of inquiry;

(6) client br in gs  charges a g a in st the licensee and the

licensee reveals the c om munication only as n ecessary to def en d the

c h a r g e s ;

(7) licensee is subpoenaed to testify in court;

(8) licensee is colla bo ra tin g o r  consulting w i t h  p r o f e s­

sional colleagues or an a d m i nis tr at iv e s upe ri or  on be h a l f  of the 

c l i e n t ;

(9) c om m u n i c a t i o n  discloses i n f o r m a t i o n  that the licensee 

is r eq uir ed  by state or federal law or r e g u l a t i o n  to disclose.

Sec. 08.15.960. GROUNDS F O R  I M P O S I T I O N  OF D I S C I P L I N A R Y
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1 SANCTIONS. A f t e r  a hearing, the b o a r d  may impose a d i s c i p l i n a r y

2 s a n c t i o n  on a p e r s o n  licensed u nde r this chapter w h e n  the b o a r d  finds

3 that the p e r s o n

4 (1) s e c u r e d  a license t h r o u g h  deceit, fraud, or in te nt io nal

5 mi s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

6 (2) e n g a g e d  in deceit, fraud, or intentional m i s r e pre se nt a-

7 tion  in the c o u r s e  of p r o vi di ng  p r o fe ssi on al  services or e n g a g i n g  in

8 profe ss io na l a c t i v i ti es ;

9 (3) a d v e r t i s e d  professional services in a false or mi slead-

10 ing manner;

11 (4) ha s b e e n  convicted of a crime that has a subs ta nt ia l

12 rel at io nsh ip  to the licensee's acti vi tie s and services or that affects

13 the person's a b i l i t y  to continue to pra c t i c e  competently an d safely;

14 (5) f a i l e d  to comply w i t h  a p r o vi si on of this c h a p t e r  or a

15 regu la tio n a d o p t e d  u n d e r  this chapter, or an order of the board;

16 (6) c o n t i n u e d  to practice a fter b ec oming unfit due to

17 (A) professional incompetence;

18 (B) addiction or de pe n d e n c e  on alcohol or a n o t h e r  dr u g

19 that m a y  e n d a n g e r  the public by impairing the person's a b il it y to

20 practice;

21 (C) physical or m e n t a l  disability;

22 (7) e n g a g e d  in lewd or immoral conduct in c onn e c t i o n  w i t h

23 the delivery of p ro fes s i o n a l  services;

24 (8) h a d  a license to p ra c t i c e  in another j u r i s d i c t i o n

25 suspended o r  r e v o k e d  for any reason except a fee dispute;

26 (9) ha s v i o l a t e d  a code of ethics adop te d by b o a r d  regula-

27 t i o n  for the b e h a v i o r a l  science p r o f e s s i o n  for w h i c h  the p e r s o n  is

28 licensed.

29 Sec. 08.15 .9 70.  DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS. (a) W h e n  it finds that

CSHB 4 2 4 (HESS) -10-
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a licensee has committed an act listed in AS 08.15.960, the board may 

impose the following sanctions singly or in combination:

(1) permanently revoke a license to practice;

(2) suspend a license for a determinate period of time;

(3) censure a licensee;

(4) issue a letter of reprimand;

(5) place a licensee on probationary status and require the

licensee to

(A) report regularly to the board on matters involving 

the basis of probation;

(B) limit practice to prescribed areas;

(C) continue professional education until a sa tisfac­

tory degree of skill has been attained in those areas determined 

by the board to need improve men t;

(6) impose limitations or conditions on the practice of a

li ce n s e e .

(b) The board may withdraw a limitation, condition, or p r o b a­

tionary status if it finds that the deficiency that required the 

sanction has been remedied.

(c) The board shall seek consistency in the application of 

disciplinary sanctions, and the board shall explain in its findings of 

fact or orders a significant departure from prior decisions involving 

similar situations.

Sec. 08.15.980. PROHIBITED ACTS A HD  PENALTY. (a) A  person may

not

(1) practice a behavioral science profession regulated by 

this chapter for which the person is not licensed under this chapter;

(2) use a title prohibited to the person under AS 08.15.140 

or indicating or representing that the person practices or is licensed
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to practice a behavioral science p rofession regulated by this chapter 

for w hi ch  the person is not licensed under this chapter;

(3) advertise that the person practices a behavioral s c i­

ence profession regulated by this chapter for w hic h the person is not 

licensed under this chapter.

(b) A person who violates (a) of this section is guilty of a

class B misdemeanor.

Sec. 08.15.985. EXEMPTIONS. (a) This chapter does not apply to 

a person who practices a behavioral science profe ssi on  regulated by

this chapter
I

(1) consistent w it h  the accepted standards and code of

ethics of the person's pr of e s s i o n  and as part of the person's duties 

as

(A) a p sy ch ologist or psychological associate;

(B) a p h y s ic ia n or psychiatrist;

(C) an attorney or judge;

(D) a m e m b e r  of the clergy;

(E) a student, intern, or resident pursuing a course 

of study approved by the board as appropriate training for a 

behavioral science p ro fe s s i o n  regulated by the board, if the 

activities of the student, intern, or resident constitute a part 

of a supervised course of study and the student, intern, or 

resident is designated by a title that indicates that the pers on  

is training to be a behavioral science professional;

(2) in a community of less than 6,000 persons; or

(3) for a nonprofit health organization.

(b) In this section,

(1) "community" means a municipality or an unincorp or ate d 

group of individuals r esiding in the same geographic area as a social

CSHB 4 2 4 (HESS) -12-



u n i t ;

(2) "nonprofit" or ga ni z a t i o n  m e a n s  an a s s o c i a t i o n  of p e r­

sons w h e r e  no part of the income or profit of the o r g a n i z a t i o n  is 

d i s t r ibu ta bl e to the members, except as reimb ur se me nt for expenses 

incurred by a m e m b e r  on  b e h a l f  of the organization; "nonprofit" o r g a n­

ization  includes a c o r p o rat io n org anized u n d e r  AS 10.20 and a c o r p o r a­

tion that is exempt u nd er  26 U.S.C. 501 f rom payment of federal income 

tax.

Sec. 08.15.990. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) " advertise" includes issu ing  or causing to be d i s­

tribute d a card, sig n or dev ic e to a person, or causing, p er mi t t i n g  or 

a ll o w i n g  a sign or m a r k i n g  on  or in a b u i l d i n g  or structure, or in a 

newspaper, magazine, or directory, or on radio or television, or u si ng  

other m eans de si gn ed  to secure public attention;

(2) "behavioral science p r ofe ss io na l" m e ans  a m ar r i a g e  and 

family therapist;

(3) "board" means the B oa rd  of B e hav io ra l Science;

(4) "s up ervision" means fa ce -to-face consultation, d i r e c­

tion, review, e v a l u a t i o n  and assessment of the p ra ct i c e  of the p er s o n  

b e i n g  supervised, in cluding direct ob s e r v a t i o n  and the revi ew  of case 

presentations, audio tapes and vi de o tapes.

Sec. 3. AS 08. 01 .0 10 is amended by  add i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read: 

(24) B oa rd  of Be ha v i o r a l  Science (AS 08.15.010).

Sec. 4. AS 08.01.050(a) is amended to read:

(a) The depar tm en t shall prov id e the f o l lo win g a d m i ni st ra tiv e 

and budg et ar y services w h e n  appropriate:

(1) collect fees and issue receipts;

(2) m a i n t a i n  records an d files;

(3) issue and receive a p p l i c a t i o n  forms;
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(4) no t i f y  applicants of acceptance o r  r e j e c t i o n  of a pp li­

cants as d e t e r m i n e d  by the board;

(5) d e s ig na te  dates exa mi nations are to be  he l d  and notify 

a p p l i c a n t s ;

(6) p u b l i s h  notice of examination;

(7) arran ge  space fo r holding examinations;

(8) no t i f y  applicants of results of ex am inations;

(9) issue licenses a n d  certificates or tem po rar y licenses 

or c er ti f i c a t e s  as authorized b y  the board;

(10) issue duplicate licenses or cer tificates up o n  proof by

the licensee of loss of the o ri gin al  and payment by the licensee of a

fee of $2 except as otherwise p ro v i d e d  in this title;

(11) no ti f y  licensees of renewal dates at least 30 days

b ef o r e  the e x p i r a t i o n  date of their licenses; (

(12) compile and m a i n t a i n  current a r egi s t e r  of licenses;

(13) an s w e r  routine inquiries;

(14) m a i n t a i n  files re lating to individual licensees;

(15) arrange for p r i n t i n g  and advertising;

(16) pu rc ha se  supplies;

(17) emp lo y secretarial help w h e n  needed;

(18) p e r f o r m  other services that [WHICH] m a y  be requested by 

the board;

(19) p r ov id e investigative services to the boards e s ta b­

lished u n d e r  AS 08.04, AS 08.15, AS 08.20, AS 08.36, A S  08.64, AS 08.- 

68, A S  08.70, AS 08.71, AS 08.72, AS 08.80, AS 08.84, and AS 08.86, 

for the p ur po se  of assisting t hose boards in m a t t e r s  of professional 

d i s c i p l i n e  an d in responding to consumer complaints.

* Sec. 5. AS 08.02.010(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A  be ha v i o r a l  science professional l ic ensed u n d e r  AS 08.15. a
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[A] per son  licensed in the state as a chiropractor under AS 08.20, a 

dentist under AS 08.36, a medical practitioner or osteopath under 

AS 08.64, a registered nurse under AS 08.68, an optometrist under 

AS 08.72, a registered pharmacist under AS 08.80, a registered phys­

ical therapist under AS 08.84, or a psychologist under AS 08.86, shall 

use as professional identification appropriate letters or a title 

after that person's name w h i c h  represents that p e r s o n’s specific field 

of practice. The letters or title shall appear on all signs, statio­

nery or other advertising in which the person offers or displays 

personal professional services to the public. In addition, a person 

engaged in the practice of medicine or osteopathy under AS 08.64.- 

380(2), or a person engaged in any manner in the healing arts who 

diagnoses, treats, tests, or counsels other persons in relation to 

human health or disease and uses the letters "M.D." or the title 

"doctor" or "physician" or another [ANY OTHER] title that [WHICH]

tends to show that the pe rs on is willing or qualified to diagnose,

treat, test, or counsel another person, shall clarify the letters or 

title by adding the appropriate specialist designation, if any, such 

as "dermatologist", "radiologist", "audiologist", "naturopath", or the 

l i k e .

* Sec. 6. AS 08.03.010(c) is amended by adding a n ew paragraph to read:

(21) Board of Behavioral Science (AS 08.15.010) -- June 30,

1990.

* Sec. 7. AS 09.55.560(1) is amended to read:

(1) "health care provider" means a behavioral science 

professional licensed under AS 08.15; a chiropractor licensed under

AS 08.20; a dental hygienist licensed under AS 08.32; a dentist li­

censed under AS 08.36; a nurse licensed under AS 08.68; a dispensing

optician licensed under AS  08.71; an optometrist licensed under
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AS 08.72; a pharmacist licensed under AS 08.80; a physical therapist

licensed under AS 08.84; a phy si ci an licensed under AS 08.64; a p o d i a­

trist; a psychologist and a psychological associate licensed under

AS 08.86; and a hospital as defined in AS 18.20.130, including a 

governmentally owned or ope ra te d hospital; a corporate entity covered 

under AS 21.88.050(b)(12); and an employee of a he a l t h  care p ro vider 

acting within the course and scope of employment;

* Sec. 8. AS 21.88.900(a)(9) is amended to read:

(9) "health care provider" means a behavioral science 

professional licensed under AS 08.15; a chiropractor licensed under

AS 08.20; a dental hygienist licensed u n d e r  AS 08.32; a dentist l i­

censed under AS 08.36; a nurse licensed under AS 08.68; a di spensing

op tician licensed u nder AS 08.71; an optometrist licensed under

AS 08.72; a pharmacist licensed under AS 08.80; a physical therapist

licensed under AS 08.84; a p hy sician licensed under AS 08.64; a p o d i a­

trist; a psychologist and a p sy chological associate licensed under

AS 08.86; and a hospital as defined in AS 18.20.130, including a 

governmentally owned or ope rated hospital; a corporate entity covered 

under AS 21.88.0 5 0 ( b ) (12); and an employee of a he a l t h  care pr ovider 

acting within the course and scope of employment;

* Sec. 9. AS 39.50.200(b) is amended by adding a n ew  p a r ag ra ph to read:

(48) Board of Behavioral Science (AS 08.15.010)

* Sec. 10. AS 44.62.330(a) is amended by adding a n e w  paragraph to

read:

(53) Board of Be havioral Science (AS 08.15.010).

* Sec. 11. AS 47.17.070(9) is amended to read:

(9) "practitioner of the h e a li ng arts" includes c h i r o p r a c­

tors, dental hygienists, dentists, h e a l t h  aides, nurses, nurse p r a c t i­

tioners, optometrists, osteopaths, physical therapists, physicians,
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1 ph ys ic ian 's  assistants, p sy chiatrists, p sychologists, psych ol ogi ca l

2 associates, behavioral science professionals l ic e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.15,

3 r eligious h e a l i n g  p ra ctitioners, and surgeons;

4 * Sec. 12. I N IT IA L A P P O I N T M E N T S  TO THE BOARD. W h e n  m a k i n g  the initial

5 appoi nt men ts  of pro fessional m e m b e r s  to the Board o f  B eh av i o r a l  Science the

6 go ve r n o r  shall consider an indiv id ual  licensed for the purp ose  of AS 08.-

7 15.020 if the individual qua lif ie s to take an e x a m i n a t i o n  for a license

8 u n d e r  AS 08.15.110; however, the e d u c a ti on al institutions refer re d to in

9 AS 08.15.110(a)(1), and the supervisors r equired by A S  08.15.110(a)(2)(B),

10 do not need to have been approve d or authorized by the B oard of Behavioral

11 Science.

12 * Sec. 13. Notwi th sta nd in g AS 08.15, as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act,

13 the B oa rd  of Behavioral Science shall issue a license to pr ac t i c e  a behav-

14 ioral science to a person who  applies w i t h i n  one y e a r  of the e ffective date

15 of this secti on  and who on that dat e either

16 (1) qualifies to take an  examina ti on for a license u nder AS 08.-

17 15.110, except that the e ducational institutions ref e r r e d  to in AS 08.15.-

18 110(a)(1), and the supervisors r eq ui re d by AS 08.15. 11 0( a)( 2) (B ),  do not

19 nee d to have been  approved or au th o r i z e d  by the  Board of Behavioral

20 Science; or

21 (2) is prac ti ci ng the b eh av io ra l science in the state and is a

22 clinical me mb e r  of a national c e rt if yin g body.

23 * Sec. 14. Notw it hs tan di ng  AS 08.15.120, as e n a c t e d  by sec. 2 of this
c

24 Act, the B oar d of Behavioral Science shall approve as a supe rvi so r for

25 m a r i t a l  and family therapy a p e r s o n  who

26 (1) has been a cl in ic al  m e m b e r  of the A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  of

27 M ar r i a g e  and Family Therapy for two years or more;

28

29 more; and

(2) has p r a c ti ce d m a r i t a l  and family t h e r a p y  for three years or
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1 (3) applies for a pproval as a supervisor w i t h i n  one yea r of the

2 effective da t e  of this Act.

3 * Sec. 15. AS  08.15.950, enac te d by sec. 2 of this Act has the effect

4 of am end in g R u l e  504 of the A l a s k a  Rules of Evidence by creating for a

5 beha vio ra l scie nc e p ro fe s s i o n a l  licensed u nder secs. 2 or 13 of this Act, a

6 p ri vilege to refuse to di scl os e information.

7 * Sec. 16. Sections 1 - 6  and 9 - 18 of this Act take effect immedi-

8 ately in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.10.070(c).

9 * Sec. 17. S e c t i o n  7 of this Act takes effect July 1, 1986.

10 * Sec. 18. S e c tio n 8 of this Act takes effect July 1, 1987.
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