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BY THE L A B O R  A N D  COMMERCE 
CO MMITTEEIN TH E H O U S E

CS F O R  HOUSE B I L L  NO. 4 2 4 (L&C)

IN T H E  L EG I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  AL AS K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - SEC OND  SESSION 

A  B I L L

For an Act entitled: " An Act es ta bl i s h i n g  the B o a r d  of Be ha v i o r a l  Science;

a m e n d i n g  Rule 504 of the A l a s k a  Rules of Evidence; 

a n d  p r o v id ing  for  an e f f ec ti ve date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  FINDINGS, PURPOSE. (a) The legislature finds

11 that the practice of the behavioral scien ce  pr of ess io ns  a f f ec ts  the safety

12 and w e l f a r e  of the p u b l i c  and requires r e g u l a t i o n  and control by the state

13 in the pub li c interest.

14 (b) The purpo se  of this Act is to e s t a b l i s h  a r eg ul at ory  board and

15 proced ur es  to ensure that the public is pr o t e c t e d  from the unprofessional,

16 improper, and u n a u t h o r i z e d  practice of the b e ha vio ra l science professions.

17 This Act shall be libe ral ly  construed to carry out this purpose.

18 * Sec. 2. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0  is amended by adding a new p a r a g r a p h  to read:

19 (24) B o a r d  of Behav io ra l Science (AS 08.15.010).

* Sec. 3. AS 08 .0 1. 0 5 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) The d e p a r t m e n t  shall p r o v i d e  the following administrative

and  budgetary s er vi ce s w h e n  appropriate:

(1) collect fees and i ssue receipts;

(2) m a i n t a i n  records and files;

(3) issue and  receive a p p l i c a t i o n  forms;

(4) n o t i f y  applicants of accept an ce or r e j e c t i o n  of a p p l i­

cants as d e t e r m i n e d  by the board;

(5) d e s i g n a t e  dates e x a m in ati on s are to be h e l d  and n o t i f y  

a p p l i c a n t s ;



(6) publish notice of examination;

(7) arrange space for holding examinations;

(8) notify applicants of results of examinations;

(9) issue licenses and certificates or temporary licenses 

or certificates as authorized by the board;

(10) issue duplicate licenses or certificates upon proof by

the licensee of loss of the original and payment by the licensee of a

fee of $2 except as otherwise provided in this title;

(11) notify licensees of renewal dates at least 30 days 

before the expiration date of their licenses;

(12) compile and mainta in  current a register of licenses;

(13) answer routine inquiries;

(14) maintain files relating to individual licensees;

(15) arrange for printing and advertising;

(16) purchase supplies;

(17) employ secretarial help w h e n  needed;

(18) perform other services w h i c h  may be requested by the

board;

(19) provide investigative services to the boards e s t a b­

lished under AS 08.04, AS 08.15, AS 08.20, AS 08.36, AS 08.64, AS 08.- 

68, AS 08.70, AS 08.71, AS 08.72, AS 08.80, AS 08.84, and AS 08.86, 

for the purpose of assisting those boards in matters of professional 

discipline and in responding to consumer complaints.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.02.010(a) is amended to read:

(a) A behavioral science professional licensed under AS 08.15, a

[A] person licensed in the state as a ch ir opractor under AS 08.20, a 

dentist under AS 08.36, a medical p ra ct itioner or osteopath under 

AS 08.64, a registered nurse under AS 08.68, an optometrist under 

AS 08.72, a registered pharmacist u n d e r  AS 08.80, a registered

CSHB 4 2 4 (L&C) -2-
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physical therapist u n d e r  AS 08.84, or a psychologist u n d e r  AS 08.86, 

shall use as p r of es sio na l identification appropriate letters or a 

title after that per s o n ' s  name w h i c h  represents that person's specific 

field of practice. T h e  letters or title shall appear o n  all signs, 

stationery or other a dv e r t i s i n g  in w h i c h  the per so n offers or displays 

personal professional services to the public. In  addition, a per son  

engaged in the pr ac ti ce of medicine or osteopathy u n d e r  AS 08.64.- 

380(2), or a person e n g a g e d  in any manner in the h e al in g arts who 

diagnoses, treats, tests, or counsels other persons in relation to 

human h ea l t h  or d i s e a s e  and uses the letters "M.D." o r  the title 

"doctor" or "physician" or another [ANY OTHER] title that [WHICH] 

tends to show that the per so n is willi ng o r  qualified to diagnose, 

treat, test, or counsel another person, shall clarify the letters or 

title by adding the appropri at e specialist designation, if any, such 

as "dermatologist", "radiologist", " a u d i o l o g i s t " , "naturopath", or the 

like.

* Sec. 5. AS 08.03.010(c) is amended by add in g a new para gra ph  to read:

(21) Board of Behavioral Science (AS 08.15.010) -- June 30,

1990.

* Sec. 6. AS 08 is a m e n d e d  by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 15. B E HA VI ORA L SCIENCE PROFESSIONALS.
•>

ARTICLE 1. B O A R D  OF B EH AV I O R A L  SCIENCE.

Sec. 08.15.010. BO AR D ESTABLISHED. T h e r e  is established a Board 

of Behavioral Science.

Sec. 08.15.020. MEMBERSHIP. (a) The board consists of two 

persons from each b e h a v i o r a l  science p r o f e s s i o n  regulated by the b oard 

and one me m b e r  of t h e  public for each behavi or al  science pr of e s s i o n  

that is regulated b y  the board.

(b) E ach pr of es s i o n a l  m e m b e r  must

- 3 - C S H B  4 2 4 ( L & C )
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(1) be l ice ns ed  in the b e h a v i o r a l  science p r o f e s s i o n  c o r r e­

sp o n d i n g  to the b o a r d  p o s i t i o n  to w h i c h  the p e r s o n  is b e i n g  appointed;

(2) for the four y e a r s  i m m e di at el y p r e c e d i n g  appo in tm en t, 

h a v e  b ee n  engaged in the a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  of the b e h a v i o r a l  s c ie nc e 

p r o f e s s i o n  c o r r e s pon di ng  to the b o a r d  p o s i t i o n  to w h i c h  the p e r s o n  is 

b e i n g  appointed.

Sec. 08.15.030. B O A R D  A P P O I N T M E N T S .  (a) The g o v e r n o r  shall 

appoi nt the memb er s of the b o a r d  subject to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by the l e g i s­

lature for s t a g ge red  terms o f  t h r e e  years.

(b) The go ver n o r  m a y  not a p p o i n t  the same p e r s o n  m o r e  t han on c e  

to fill an u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  on  the board. A  per s o n  ma y not serve as a 

m e m b e r  of the b oa rd  for m or e  t h a n  two consecutive terms.

Sec. 08.15.040. M E E TIN GS . T h e  b oar d ma y h o l d  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  

m e e t i n g s  in a d d i t i o n  to the m i n i m u m  requi re d by A S  08.0 1. 07 0( 3) at the 

c all of the c h a i r pe rs on or a m a j o r i t y  of the b o a r d  members.

Sec. 08.15.050. PO WE R S  OF  T H E  BOARD. The b o a r d  may

(1) exami ne  a p p l i c a n t s  and issue licenses to q u a l i f i e d  

a p p l i c a n t s ;

(2) issue c e r t i f i c a t e s  to persons who me e t  the s t a nda rd s 

d e t e r m i n e d  by the b o a r d  for s p e c i a l t y  certification;

(3) e s t a b l i s h  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c at ion  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for lice nse  

renewal after c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  t h e  standards com mi tt ee  for the b e h a v­

ioral science p r o f e s s i o n  for w h i c h  the co nt i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e­

ments are b ein g e st ab lished;

(4) h o l d  h e a ri ng s,  a n d  o rd er the d i s c i p l i n a r y  sa nc t i o n  of a 

p e r s o n  who v i o l a t e s  this c h a p t e r  or  a r e g u l a t i o n  of the board;

(5) report a n n u a l l y  to the g o v e r n o r  a nd  the de par t m e n t  o n  

the board's p r o c e e d i n g s  e a c h  ye ar;

(6) p e r f o r m  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s  r eq u i r e d  b y

C



1 AS 08.01.070;

2 (7) est abl is h standards for supervisors and supervision

3 u n d e r  this chapter;

4 (8) enforce the provisions of this chapt er  and adopt regu-

5 latio ns  n e c e ss ar y to m ake the provi si ons  of this c h a p t e r  effective.

6 Sec. 08.15.060. ST ANDARDS COMMITTEES. (a) Th e b oa rd  shall ap-

7 p oint a standards committee for each behavioral scien ce  p ro fe ss ion

8 that it regulates under this chapter, comprised of the two board

9 m e m b e r s  from the be havioral science profess io n and a p u b l i c  m e m b e r  of

10 the board.

11 (b) Each  standards committee may advise the bo ar d about the

12 l i c e n s i n g  and r e gu la tio n of the b ehavioral science p r o f e s s i o n  that is

13 the subject of that p a r t i c u l a r  standards committee an d may  m a k e  rec-

14 o m me nd at io ns to the b o a r d  on  the following items for that profession:

15 (1) the gr an t i n g  of licenses;

16 (2) the exa m i n a t i o n  for licensure;

17 (3) the grading of examinations;

18 (4) r e gu lat io n changes;

19 (5) initiation of investigations or d i s c i p l i n a r y  proceed-

20 ings;

21 (6) penalties for v i ola ti on s of this chapter;

22 (7) licensure guidelines or criteria for licensure;

23 (8) su pe rv is ion  requirements; and

24 (9) continuing edu ca tio n requirements for license renewal.

25 (c) E a c h  standards committee may  act as a l i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  the

26 b o a r d  and educational institutions and perform o t h e r  functions that

27 the board requests.

28 (d) A  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of a standards committee is not final u nti l

29 the  board approves the decision. The board may i nit ia te  an act io n o r

^  - 5 -  C S H B  4 2 4 ( L & C )



T

otherwise perform a duty that a standards committee is a u th ori ze d to 

perform.

(e) A  decision of the board relating to a behavioral science 

profe ssi on  regulated by the board is not effective unless it is a p­

proved by two or more members of the standards committee for that 

behavioral science.

Sec. 08.15.070. PROCEDURES. The Administrative Procedure Act 

(AS 44.62) applies to regulations and to b oa rd  proceedings, but only 

AS 44.62.310 -- 44.62.312 apply to standards committee proceedings.

ARTICLE 2. MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPISTS.

Sec. 08.15.110. QUALIFICATIONS FOR EXAMINATION. (a) A n  appli­

cant for the marital and family therapist examination shall furnish 

evidence satisfactory the board that the applicant

(1) has not engaged in conduct that is a ground for impos­

ing disciplinary sanctions under AS 08.15.970;

(2) has a master's degree or doctorate from an accredited 

educational institution approved by the board, for w hich the person 

completed a course of study that included one year of supervised 

marital and family therapy clinical p ractice with 500 hours of super­

vised client contact and

(A) three courses in marit al  and family therapy;

(B) three courses in mari ta l and family studies;

(C) three courses in h u m a n  development;

(D) one course in pr ofe ssional ethics and law;

(E) one course in research;

(3) after receiving a degree listed in (2), has

(A) practiced marital and family therapy w i t h i n  three 

years of the person's application, including 1,500 hours of 

direct clinical contact with couples and families; and

1



(B) has b e e n  supervised by at least two a u t h o r i z e d  

supervisors in the clinical contact for at least 200 hours, 

including at least 100 hours of individual s u p e r v is io n and  100 

hours of group supervision approved by the board.

(b) The board shall credit an applicant wi t h  the hours the 

applicant has earned in su pervised practice u nd er  AS 8 .1 5.1 20  towar ds  

satisfaction of the hours of supervision re qu ir ed u nd er  this section.

(c) The board may not al lo w an applicant who fails an  e x a m i n a­

tion given under this section to take a subsequent e x a m i n a t i o n  f or a 

period of six months from the dat e of the examina ti on  that the a p p l i­

cant failed.

Sec. 08.15.120. LICENSE F O R  SUPERVISED PRACTICE. (a) T h e  b o a r d

shall issue a nonrenewable four-year license for the s up er v i s e d  p r a c­

tice of marital and family therapy to a per s o n  who

(1) applies on a form approved by the board;

(2) pays the fee e stablished by the d ep ar t m e n t  u n d e r

AS 08.01.065;

(3) furnishes the evidence required by AS  0 8 . 1 5 . 1 10 (a )( 1)

and (2);

(4) submits to the b o a r d  a statement of intent to p r a c t i c e  

and a plan for supervision.

(b) A  licensee under this section m a y  practice only

(1) under the direct supervision of a s up er vi sor  a p p r o v e d  

by the board; and

(2) in a clinic, social service agency, or o th er  s e t ti ng 

approved by the board.

(c) A  licensee u nder this section shall submit to the b o a r d  for
t

its approval a proposed plan  for satisfying the su p e r v i s i o n  r e q u i r e­

ment under AS 08.15.110(a)(3).

CSHB 4 2 4 (L&C)
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1 (d) A  li ce n s e e  u nde r this section shall u s e  the title "ma rital

2 therapy a s s o c i a t e , "  "family therapy as so ci ate ,"  o r  o ther t it le  that is

3 ap pro ve d by the board.

4 (e) The b o a r d  shall re vo ke  a license for s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c e  if

5 the p er s o n  fails the m ar it al  and family t h e rap is t examination.

6 (f) Th e s u p e r v i s o r  is responsible for e n s u r i n g  that the extent,

7 kind, and q u a l i t y  of services pe rf orm ed  by  the s u p e r v i s e e  are consis-

8 tent w i t h  the t ra in i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  of the licensee.

9 (g) A  l ic en see  shall r e t a i n  records of s u p e r v i s o r y  contact and

10 submit them  to the b oard at t imes s p e c ifi ed  by the board.

11 Sec. 08.15.130. A P P R O V E D  SUPERVISORS. (a) Except for super-

12 v i s i o n  u n d e r  A S  0 8. 15. 11 0(a)(3)(B), a p e r s o n  m a y  not su p e r v i s e  a

13 p e r s o n  in the p rac t i c e  of m a r i t a l  and fam il y t h e r a p y  unless the p e r s o n

14 is a pp roved by the board.

15 (b) T he  b o a r d  shall a p pr ov e as a s u p e r v i s o r  a p e r s o n  who

16 (1) applies to the board for the approval;

17 (2) is licensed u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  to pr ac t i c e  m a r i t a l  and

18 family therapy.

19 (c) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  (b) of this section, t h e  board shall appro ve

20 as a s u p e r v i s o r  a m e m b e r  of a mental h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n  o t h e r  t han the

21 mari ta l and fam il y therapy p r o f e s s i o n  if the p e r s o n  meets the c rit e r i a

22 e s t a b li sh ed  b y  the b o ar d for approval o f  a m e m b e r  of a n o t h e r  m e n t a l

23 h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n  as a supervisor.

24 (d) T h e  b o a r d  shall e s t a b l i s h  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  re qu i r e m e n t s

25 for mari ta l a n d  family t h er ap y supervisors w ho  ar e a p p r o v e d  by  the

26 board.

27 (e) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  canc el  its a ppr o v a l  of a p e r s o n  as a supervi-

28 sor if the p e r s o n  commits a n  act list ed  in A S  0 8.15.170, fails to

29 satisfy the c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  re qu ir e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  the b o a r d

C S H B  4 2 4 ( L i C )  - 8 -
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1 u n d e r  A S  08.15.050(3), or ot herwise vio la te s a pro vis io n of this

2 chapter.

3 Sec. 08.15.140. SCOPE OF PRACTICE. A  p er s o n  licensed as a

4 m a r i t a l  and  family therapist may assess or diagnose and treat mental

5 and em o t i o n a l  di sorders that are re fer e n c e d  in the standard di agnostic

6 n o m e n c l a t u r e  for marital and family therapy, w h e t h e r  cognitive, affec-

7 tive, or behavioral, wit h i n  the context of h u m a n  relationships, par-

8 t i c ula rl y m a r i t a l  and family systems. Mari tal  and family therapy

9 invol ves  r en d e r i n g  or o ff er in g to r e n d e r  for a fee

10 (1) an applied u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the dynamics of mari ta l and

11 family interactions, along w i t h  the a p p l ic at ion  of ps yc ho therapeutic

12 and c ou ns eli ng  techniques for the p u r pos e of resolving intrapersonal

13 and inter pe rso na l conflict and ch an gin g perceptions, attitudes, and

1 4 b e h av io rs  in the area of h u m a n  re lationships and family life; and

1 5 (2) the pro fe ssional a p p l ic ati on  of assessments and treat-

16 m en ts  of p s y c h o t h e ra pe uti c services to individuals, couples, and

17 families for the purpose of treatin g the diag nos ed  emotional and

18 m e n t a l  disorders.

19 ARTI CL E 3. SOC I A L  WORKERS.

20 Sec. 08.15.210. Q U A LI FI CA TI ONS  FO R EXAMINATION. (a) A n  appli-

21 cant for the bac he lo r social wo r k e r  (LBSW) examin ati on  shall furnish

22 e vid en ce  satisfactory to the b oa rd  that the applicant

23 (1) has not engaged in conduct that is a ground for disci-

24 pl i n a r y  sanctions under AS 08.15.970; and

25 (2) has a bachelor's deg re e in social wo r k  from a school

26 w i t h  a social w o r k  progr am  accred it ed by the Council on Social Wo r k

27 Education.

28 (b) A n  applicant for the m a s t e r  social w o r k e r  examina ti on shall

29 f u rn is h e vi dence satisfactory to the b oa rd  that the applicant

- 9 - CSHB 4 2 4 (L&C)
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(1) has not engaged in conduct that is a ground for d i s c i­

plinary sanctions under AS 08.15.970; and

(2) has a master's degree in social work  from a school w i t h  

a social work p r o g r a m  accredited by the Council on Social Work E d u c a­

tion.

(c) An applicant for the independent social worker examin at io n

shall furnish evidence satisfactory to the b oa rd that the applicant

(1) has not engaged in conduct that is a ground for d i s c i­

plinary sanctions under AS 08.15.970; and

(2) has a master's degree in social work from a school wi t h  

a social work progr am  accredited by the Council on Social Work E d u c a­

tion; and

(3) has completed at least 24 months of supervised p o s t­

graduate experience approved by the board in the field of specialty in 

which the p er s o n  intends to engage as a private practitioner.

Sec. 08.15.240. SCOPE OF PRACTICE. (a) A person licensed as a 

bachelor, master, or independent social wo r k e r  may provide services 

that enhance, protect, or restore people's capacity for social f u n c­

tioning whethe r impaired by physical, environmental, or e motional 

factors, guided by professional social w o r k  ethics, knowledge and 

intervention methods.

(b) A  social worker may practice psychotherapy only if the 

social worker is licensed as an independent social worker w i t h  a 

clinical specialty or as a master social w o r k e r  and is employed and 

supervised in a clinical setting.

(c) A  social worker may practice social work autonomously only

if

(1) the person is licensed as an independent social worker;

(2) the board has approved the specialty in w h i c h  the

C S H B  4 2 4 ( L & C )  - 1 0 -



T

1 person may engage as a pr i v a t e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  and authorizes d e s i g n a t i o n

2 of the speciality on the person's license;

3 (3) the license bearing a d e s i g n a t i o n  of s p e c i a l i t y  is

4 prominently displayed in the place the pe rs on  engages in p r iv at e

5 practice; and

6 (4) the p e r s o n  limits the p r i v a t e  pr ac tic e of so cia l w o r k

7 to the d esignated specialty.

8 ARTICLE 4. P R O F ESS IO NA L COUNSELORS.

9 Sec. 08.15.310. Q U A LIF IC AT IO NS F O R  EXAMINATION. (a) A n  appli-

10 cant for the professional counseling e x a m i n a t i o n  shall f u r n i s h  evi-

11 dence satisfactory to the board that t he  applicant

12 (1) has not enga ge d in conduct that is a ground for  impos-

13 ing disciplinary sanctions u nder AS 08.15.970;

14 (2) has a ma st er' s degree o r  doctorate that is p r i m a r i l y

15 counseling in content from a region al ly  accre di te d i n s t i t u t i o n  ap-

16 proved by the board;

17 (3) has three years of ful l-t im e supervised e x p e r i e n c e  in

18 professional counseling.

19 (b) A n  applicant m a y  subtract one y e a r  of the su per v i s e d  experi-

20 ence required by (a)(3) of this s e ct ion  for every 30 g r a d u a t e  se me s t e r

21 hours from an accredited institution o bta i n e d  bey o n d  the r e q u i r e m e n t s

22 for a master's degree if the hours are clearly related to p r o f e s s i o n a l

23 counseling. However, a n  applicant m u s t  have at least one y e a r  of

24 required professional experience.

25 Sec. 08.15.340. S COPE OF PRACTICE. (a) A  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  as a

26 professional counselor m a y  render or o f f e r  to r en d e r  for a fee to

27 individuals, groups, organizations, or the public a c o u n s e l i n g  service

28 involving the application of principles, methods, or p r o c e d u r e s  of

29 counseling to assist individuals in a c h i evi ng  m o r e  e f f e ct ive  personal,

-11- CS H B  4 2 4 (L&C)



social, ed uc at i o n a l ,  career, a nd  v o c a t i o n a l  de v e l o p m e n t  and a d j u s t­

ment .

(b) " C o u n s e l i n g  services" includes en ga g i n g  in m e th ods  and  

techniq ue s that i n cl ud e

(1) " ap praisal," w h i c h  mea ns  selecting, adm ini st er in g, 

scor in g a n d  i n t e r p r e t i n g  instruments d e s i g n e d  to asse ss  an i n d i v i d u­

a l ’s aptit ud es,  attitudes, abilities, achievement, interests, an d 

per so na l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and the use of n o n s t a n d a r d i z e d  m e t ho ds  a n d  

t ech ni qu es  for u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h u m a n  b e h a v i o r  in r e l a t i o n  to c o p i n g  

with, a d a p t i n g  to, o r  changing life situations;

(2) "co nsulting," w h i c h  me ans  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of s c i e n t i f i c  

pr in c i p l e s  and p r oc ed ur es in counseling, g ui dan ce  a nd  h u m a n  d e v e l o p­

ment to p r o v i d e  a s sis ta nc e in u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and s o l v i n g  a curre nt  or 

p ot ential p r o b l e m  that the con sultee m a y  ha v e  in r e l a t i o n  to a n o t h e r  

party, w h e t h e r  an individual, gr ou p or organization;

(3) "counse li ng ,"  w h i c h  m e a n s  a s s i s t i n g  a n  i nd iv idual, 

group, or o r g a n i z a t i o n  through the c o u n s e l i n g  r ela tionship, to d e v e l o p  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of i nt r a p e r s o n a l  and i n t e r pe rso na l pr oblems, to d e f i n e  

goals, to ma k e  decisions, p l a n  a course of a c t i o n  r e f l e c t i n g  the 

c o u n s e l e e ' s  needs, interests and abilities, and to u s e  in fo r m a t i o n a l  

and c o m m u n i t y  r e s ou rc es as these p r o c e d u r e s  are r e l a t e d  to per so nal , 

social education, career, and v o c a t i o n a l  d e v e lo pme nt  a n d  adjustment;

(4) " re ferral," w h i c h  m ea ns e v a l u a t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  to 

ide ntify ne eds  or problems of the c o u n se lee  and to d e t e r m i n e  the 

a d v i s a b i l i t y  of r e f e r r a l  to o t h e r  specialists, i n f o r m i n g  the c o u n s e l e e  

of the judgm en t,  a n d  c om municating as re q u e s t e d  o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  to 

re ferral sources.

A R T I C L E  5. G E N E R A L  PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.15.910. LICEN SE B Y  EX AM INATION. T he  b o a r d  shall i s s u e  a
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license to p r a c t i c e  a b e ha vi or al science p r o f e s s i o n  to an applicant 

who

(1) applies on a form provid ed  by the department;

(2) pays the fee established b y  the department u nd er  

AS 08.01.065; and

(3) passes the w r i t t e n  ex a m i n a t i o n  administered by the 

de partment on beha lf  of the board.

Sec. 08.15.920. T E M P O R A R Y  LICENSE. (a) The board shall issue a 

temporary license to an applicant wh o satisfies all the requirements 

for permanent licensure except for p a s s i n g  the examination and wh o has 

been a pp roved by the board to take the examination.

(b) A  p e r s o n  may p ra ct ice  under a t emporary license until the 

board issues the results of the first e x a m i na ti on  given after issuance 

of the person's temporary license and eit he r issues or denies a p e r m a­

nent license to the person.

(c) If a licensee u n d e r  this section does not take the next 

exa mi nation g i v e n  after the issuance of the temporary license, the 

board may re ne w the p er son 's  temporary license until the b oard issues 

the results of the next examination, if the licensee provides s a t i s­

factory proof to the boa rd  that the licensee had good cause for not 

taking the examination.

(d) If a licensee u n d e r  this section fails the examination, the 

board may not renew the person's temporary license.

Sec. 08.15.930. L I C E N S E  BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall, w i t h­

out examination, issue a license to p ra ct ic e a behavioral science 

p ro fe ss io n to a per so n wh o

(1) is licensed as a behav io ra l science pr of essional in 

another state that has requirements for th e license or certificate 

that are substantially equal to or grea ter  than the requirements of
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1 this state;

2 (2) applies on a form provided by the department;

3 (3) pays the fee established by the department u n d e r

4 AS 08.01.065; and

5 (4) furnishes evidence satisfactory to the board that the

6 applicant

7 (A) has not engaged in conduct that is a ground for

8 disciplinary sanctions under AS 08.15.170;

9 (B) is not the subject of an unresolved complaint,

10 review procedure, or disciplinary proceeding undertaken by a

11 professional association or regulatory authority;

12 (C) has not failed the examination of this state; or

13 (D) has not previously had  a license to practice

14 revoked in any jurisdiction..

15 Sec. 08.15.940. RENEWAL OF LICENSE. A  license issued under this

16 section expires two years from the date of issue. It may be renewed

17 by payment of the fee required under AS 08.15.140 and by satisfaction

18 of the continuing education requirements established by the board for

19 the renewal of licenses issued under this section.

20 Sec. 08.15.950. FEES. The department shall, by regulations

21 adopted under AS 08.01.065, establish fees for behavioral science

22 professionals for the following:
I

23 (1) application;

24 (2) examination;

25 (3) credential review;

26 (4) license;

27 (5) temporary license;

28 (6) license for supervised practice;

29 (7) renewal of license;
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(8) renew al  of temporary license.

Sec. 08.15.960. CONFIDENTIALITY OF C O M MU NIC AT IO NS . A beh av i o r a l  

science pr of essional licensed u nder this c h a p t e r  m a y  not di scl os e 

information p r o v i d e d  to the licensee by a client in  the co ur se  of 

their professional conduct. This p r o h i bi tio n does n o t  apply if the

(1) client provides w r i tt en  consent to the licensee to 

reveal the communication;

(2) client is incompetent and the g u a r d i a n  or p er son al  

representative pr ov i d e s  w r i t t e n  consent to the li ce n s e e  to rev ea l the 

communication;

(3) client is dead  and a be ne fi cia ry  of an  insurance pol ic y 

on the client's life provides writt en consent to the licensee to 

reveal the communication;

(A) c o m m u ni ca ti on  discloses that a c ri me has bee n  c o m m it te d 

or reveals an intent to commit a crime;

(5) client is a minor, the c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d is closes that the 

client was the v i c t i m  of a crime or harmful act, a n d  the licensee 

reveals the c om mun ic at io n only during the cou rse  of  a n  of fi c i a l  e x­

amination, trial or other p roc e e d i n g  in w h i c h  the c om mi ss ion  of the 

crime or harmful act is a subject of inquiry;

(6) client brings charges against the licensee and the 

licensee reveals the communication only as n e c e s s a r y  to d e f e n d  the 

c h a r g e s ;

(7) licensee is subpoenaed to t e s t i f y  i n  court;

(8) licensee is collaborating or c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  p r o f e s­

sional colleagues or an administrative s u p e r i o r  o n  beh al f of the 

c l i e n t ;

(9) c om mu nic at io n discloses i n f o r m a t i o n  that the license* 

is required by state or federal laws or r e g u l a t i o n s  to disclose.
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Sec. 08.15.970. G R O U N D S  F O R  I M P O S I T I O N  OF D I S C I P L I N A R Y  S A N C­

TIONS. A f t e r  a hea ring, the b o a r d  m a y  impose a d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n  

o n  a p e r s o n  licensed u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  w h e n  the b o a r d  finds that the 

p e r s o n

(1) s e cu re d a license t h r o u g h  deceit, fraud, or intent ion al  

mis r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

(2) e n g a g e d  in deceit, fraud, or i nt e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a­

t i o n  in the course of p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s er vices or e n g a g i n g  in 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  activities;

(3) a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  se rvices in a false or m i s l e a d­

ing manner;

(4) has b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a felony or o th er  crime that 

a f f e c t s  the person's a b i l i t y  to c ontinue to p r a c t i c e  competently and 

s a f e l y ;

(5) fai le d to comply w i t h  a p r o v i s i o n  of this chap ter  or a 

r e g u l a t i o n  adopted u n d e r  this chapter, or an o r d e r  of the board;

(6) c o n t i n u e d  to p r a c t i c e  after b e c o m i n g  unfit due to

(A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  incompetence;

(B) a d d i c t i o n  o r  de pe n d e n c y  on  a l c oh ol  or anot he r d r u g  

that impairs the p e r s o n ' s  ab i l i t y  to p r a c t i c e  safely;

(C) p h y s i c a l  or m e n t a l  disabi li ty ;

(7) e n g a g e d  in lewd o r  immoral conduct in c on ne c t i o n  w i t h  

t he  del ivery of p r o f e s s i o n a l  se rv ice s to clients;

(8) ha d a licen se  to practi ce in an o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

s u s p e n d e d  or revoked for any r e a s o n  except a fee dispute;

(9) has v i o l a t e d  a code  of ethics a d o p t e d  by b o a r d  r e g u l a­

tion.

Sec. 08.15.980. D I S C I P L I N A R Y  SANCTIONS. (a) W h e n  it finds that 

a licensee has c o m m i t t e d  a n  act listed in  A S  08.15.970, the b o a r d  m a y
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1 impose the following san ct ion s singly or in combination:

2 (1) pe r m a n e n t l y  revoke a license to practice;

3 (2) susp en d a license for a determinate period of time;

4 (3) censure a licensee;

5 (A) issue a let ter  of reprimand;

6 (5) place a licensee on  probationary status and require the

7 licensee to

8 (A) report regularly to the board o n  matters involving

9 the basis of probation;

10 (B) limit pra ctice to those areas prescribed;

11 (C) contin ue  pr ofe ssional educa ti on  until a satisfac-

12 tory degree of skill has been attained in those areas determined

13 by the board to n e e d  improvement;

14 (6) impose limitations or conditions on  the practice of a

15 licensee.

16 (b) The b oard may w i t h d r a w  a limitation, condition, or proba-

17 tionary status if it finds that the d eficiency that required the

18 sanction has been remedied.

19 (c) The b oar d may suspend a license upon receipt of a certified

20 copy of evidence that a license to practice m ed icine in another state

21 or territory of the U n i t e d  States or province of Canada has be e n

22 suspended or revoked. Th e suspension remains in effect until a hear-

23 ing can be held by the board.
1

24 (d) The b o a r d  shall seek consistency in the application of

25 disciplinary sanctions, and the board shall explain a significant

26 departure from p r i o r  dec isi on s involving similar situations in its

27 findings of fact or orders.

28 Sec. 08.15.990. P R O H I B I T E D  ACT S A N D  PENALTY. (a) Unless a

29 per son  is licensed u n d e r  this chapter, the p e r s o n  may not

17- C S H B  4 2 4 ( L & C )



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

r *

(1) practice a behavioral science profession regulated by 

this chapter for which the pe rs on  is not licensed under this chapter;

(2) use a title indicating or representing that the person

practices or is licensed to practice a behavioral science profession 

regulated by this chapter for which the person is not licensed under 

this chapter;

(3) advertise that the person practices a behavioral s c i­

ence p r of ess io n regulated by this chapter for w hich the person is not 

licensed u nder this chapter.

(b) A  person who violates this chapter or a regulation adopted 

under it is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.

Sec. 08.15.995. EXEMPTIONS. This chapter does not apply to a 

person who practices a behavioral science profession regulated by this 

chapter consistent wi t h  the accepted standards and code of ethics of 

the p e r s o n’s profession and as part of the person's duties as

(1) a psychologist or psychological associate;

(2) a phy si cia n or psychiatrist;

(3) an attorney or judge;

(4) a member of the clergy;

(5) a student, intern, or resident pursuing a course of 

study approved by the b oar d as appropriate training for a behavioral 

science profession re gulated by the board, if the activities of the 

student, intern, or resident constitute a part of a supervised course 

of study and the student, intern, or resident is designated by a title 

that indicates that the person is training to be a behavioral science 

professional regulated by the board.

Sec. 08.15.999. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter,

(1) "advertise" includes issuing or causing to be d i s­

tributed a card, sign or device to a person, or causing, permitting or
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allowing a sign or m a rk ing  on or in a b u i l d i n g  or structure, or in  a 

newspaper, m agazine, or directory, or o n  r a di o or television, or u s i n g  

other means d e s i g n e d  to secure pub li c attention;

(2) "behavioral science p r o f e ss io na l" m ean s a m a r r i a g e  and  

family therapist, a social worker, or a p r o f e s s i o n a l  counselor;

(3) "board" m e a n s  the B oa rd  of Be hav i o r a l  Science;

(4) "course" me an s a class of at least t hree credit h o u r s  

in a graduate p r og ra m at a n  accre di ted  ed uc ati on al  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  a n  

institution ap pr ov ed  by the board;

(5) "s up ervision" m e ans  f ace -to-face co nsultation, d i r e c­

tion, review, e va lu ati on  and a ssessment of the p r a c t i c e  of the p e r s o n  

being supervised, including direct o bs e r v a t i o n  and the r e v i e w  of case 

presentations, audio tapes and v id eo  tapes.

* Sec. 7. AS 09.55.560(1) is amend ed  to read:

(1) "health care pr ovider" m ea ns  a b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e  

p r of es sional licensed u n d e r  A S  08.15; a c h i r o p r a c t o r  lic ensed u n d e r  

AS 08.20; a den ta l hygienist licensed u n d e r  AS 08.32; a d e n t i s t  l i­

censed u n d e r  AS 08.36; a nurse licensed u n d e r  AS 08.68; a d i s p e n s i n g  

optician licensed u n de r AS 08.71; an optome tr ist  licensed u nd er  

AS 08.72; a pharmacist licensed u n der  AS 08.80; a ph ys i c a l  th e r a p i s t  

licensed u n d e r  AS 08.84; a ph y s i c i a n  li cen se d u n d e r  AS 08.64; a p o d i a­

trist; a p syc hologist and  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  asso ci ate  licen se d u n d e r  

AS 08.86; and a hospital as defi ne d i n  AS 18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a 

g ov ernmentally owned or ope ra te d hospital; a c o r por at e entity c o ver ed  

under AS 2 1 . 8 8 . 0 5 0 ( b ) (12); and a n  emp lo ye e of a h e a l t h  care p r o v i d e r  

acting w i t h i n  the course and scope of employment;

* Sec. 8. AS 21.88.900(a)(9) is amend ed  to read:

(9) "health care p rovider" means a b e h a v i o r a l  science 

professional licensed u n d e r  AS 08.15; a c h i r o p r a c t o r  l i c e n s e d  u n de r
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1 AS 08.20; a d e n t a l  h y g ie ni st l ic en se d u n d e r  AS  08.32; a d en tis t li-

2 cen sed  u n d e r  A S  08.36; a n u r s e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS  08.68; a d i s p e n s i n g

3 o p t i c i a n  l ic e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.71; a n  optomet ri st  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r

4 AS 08.72; a pharm ac is t l ice n s e d  u n d e r  AS  08.80; a ph ys i c a l  t h e r a p i s t

5 licens ed  u n d e r  AS  08.84; a p h y s i c i a n  licensed u n d e r  AS 08.64; a podia-

6 trist; a psy ch ol og ist  and  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o ci at e l i c e n s e d  u n d e r

7 AS 08.86; an d a hospital as d e f i n e d  in AS 18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a

8 g o v e r n m e n t a l l y  owned or o p e r a t e d  ho spital; a c or porate e n t i t y  c o v e r e d

9 u n d e r  A S  2 1 . 8 8 . 0 5 0 (b)(12); and an e mpl o y e e  of a h ea l t h  care  p r o v i d e r

10 ac ti ng  w i t h i n  the course an d scope of employment;

11 * Sec. 9. AS 39.50.200(b) is a m en de d by adding a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

12 (48) an o ccu pa t i o n a l  li c e n s i n g  b oa rd  or  c o m m i s s i o n  (AS 08).

13 * Sec. 10. AS 4 4. 62 .330(a) is a m e n d e d  by addi ng  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to

1 4  r e a d :

15 (53) Board of B e h a v i o r a l  Scie nce  (AS 08.15.010).

16 * Sec. 11. AS 4 7.1 7.070(6) is a m e n d e d  to read:

17 (6) " p r a c t i t i o n e r  of the h e a l i n g  arts" includes chiro pr ac -

18 tors, den tis ts , health aides, nurses, optometrists, o st e o p a t h s ,  phys-

19 ical t her apists, physicians, ps yc hi atr is ts , p sy ch o l o g i s t s ,  b e h a v i o r a l

20 science pr of ess io na ls  l ic e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.15, r e l i g i o u s  h e a l i n g

21 pr ac tit i o n e r s ,  and surgeons;

22 * Sec. 12. I N I T I A L  A P P O I N T M E N T S  TO T H E  BOARD. (a) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g

23 AS 0 8 . 15 .0 30  as e n a c t e d  by sec. 6 of this Act, the initial a p p o i n t m e n t s  of

24 members to the B o a r d  of B e h a v i o r a l  S c i enc e are for the f o l l o w i n g  terms:

25 (1) thr ee  members for a term of one year;

26 (2) t h ree  members fo r a te r m  of two years;

27 (3) t hr ee  members for a te r m  of three years.

28 (b) In  m a k i n g  the i n it ia l a p p o i n t m e n t s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e m b e r s  to the

29 Board of B e h a v i o r a l  Science, the g o v e r n o r  shall c o n s i d e r  a p e r s o n  l ic en s e d
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1 for the purpo se  of AS 08.15.020 if the per so n qualifies to take the

2 e x a m i na ti on  for the license. The B oa rd of Behavioral Science shall issue a

3 two-year t e m po rar y license to each pro fe ssional m em b e r  app oi nt ed  under this

4 section.

5 * Sec. 13. (a) The b oa rd  shall issue a two-year transitional license

6 to practice a behavioral science to a pe rso n who applies w i t h i n  one ye a r  of

7 the ef fective date of this section and who on  that date eit h e r

8 (1) qualifies to take the e xam ination for a p er manent license; or

9 (2) is practic in g the behavioral science in the state and is a

10 clinical m e m b e r  of a national certifying body.

11 (b) The board shall issue a two-year transitional bac helor social

12 wo rk er license to a person that applies w i t h i n  one year a ft er  the effective

13 date of this section and who  on that date

14 (1) holds a degree in social w o r k  from a school w i t h  a social

15 w o r k  program that is not accredited by the Council on Social Wo r k  Edu ca ti on

16 or a bachelor's or master's degree in a social sciences f ie ld related to

17 social w o r k  as defined by the board, and has been pr ac t i c i n g  u nd er  the

18 title "social worker" for at least 24 consecutive months before Jul y 1,

19 1988; or

20 (2) has been p r ac tic in g social wo r k  under the supervision of a

21 person eligible to be licensed under this Act for at least two years; or

22 (3) has p ra cticed social wo r k  for at least 24 mon th s total and

23 for the 24 months before July 1, 1988, has been employed in the administra-

24 tion of an agency that employs people under the title.

25 (c) N otw it hstanding any provisions of new AS 08.15, a pers on  who is

26 issued a t wo-year transitional license u nde r this section is eligible to

27 take the e xamination for a permanent license of the same category.

28 * Sec. 14. (a) No twi th standing AS 08.15.130 enacted by sec. 6 of this

29 Act the bo ar d shall approve as a supervisor a per so n who
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1 (1) has been a clinical m e m b e r  of the Am erican Association of

2 Marriage and Family Therapy for two years or more;

3 (2) has practiced marital and  family therapy for three years or

A more; and

5 (3) applies for approval as a supervisor wit hi n one year of the

6 effective date of this Act.

7 (b) A person approved as a supe rv is or  under this section is subject

8 to the continuing education requirements and cancellation provisions of

9 AS 08.15.130.

10 * Sec. 15. AS 08.15.960, enacted by sec. 6 of this Act, has the effect

11 of amending Rule 504 of the Alaska Rules of Evidence by creating for a

12 behavioral science professional licensed under secs. 6, 12, or 13 of this

13 Act a privilege to refuse to disclose information.

14 * Sec. 16. Sections 1 -- 6 and 9 -- 16 of this Act take effect immedi-

15 ately in accordance with AS 01.10.070(c).

16 * Sec. 17. Section 7 of this Act takes effect July 1, 1986.

17 * Sec. 18. Section 8 of this Act takes effect July 1, 1987.

r■ V
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