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Introduced: 5/4/85
Referred: L a b o r  & Commerce,
Ju d i c i a r y  and Fina nc e

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  BY PIGNA LB ER I

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 4 2 4

3 IN T H E  L E G I SL AT UR E OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  BI L L

6 For an Act entitled: " A n  Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  the B o a r d  of Beha vi ora l Science

7 Examiners; a men di ng  R u l e  504 of t h e  Ala sk a Rules of

8 Evidence; and p r o v i d i n g  fo r an e f f e c t i v e  dat e. "

9 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE  STATE O F  ALASKA :

10 * S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  FINDINGS, PURPOSE. (a) T h e  legislature finds

11 that the pr act i c e  of the behavioral science p r o f e s s i o n s  affects the saf et y

12 and w e l f a r e  of the p u b l i c  and requires r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  control by the state

13 in the p u b l i c  interest.

14 (b) T h e  p u rp ose  of this Act is to e s t a b l i s h  a r eg ul a t o r y  b o a r d  an d

15 pr oce d u r e s  to en su re  that the pub li c is p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  the u n p ro fes si on al ,

16 improper, and u n a u t h o r i z e d  pract ic e of the b e h a v i o r a l  science prof es si on s.

17 This Act shall be liberally cons tr ued  to carry out thi s  purpose.

18 * Sec. 2. AS  0 8. 0 1 . 0 1 0  is amend ed  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

19 (26) B o a r d  of B eh av i o r a l  S c i e n c e  E x a m i n e r s  (AS 08.15.010).

20 * Sec. 3. AS 08.01.050(a) is amen ded  to read:

21 (a) The depar tme nt  shall provid e the f o l l o w i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

22 and b u d g e t a r y  services w h e n  appropriate:

23 (1) collect fees and issue receipts;

24 (2) m a i n t a i n  records and files;

25 (3) issue and  receive a p p l i c a t i o n  forms;

26 (4) no ti fy  applicants of a c c e p t a n c e  or  re je cti on  of appli-

27 cants as d e t e r m i n e d  by the board;

28 (5) desig na te  dates e xa mi n a t i o n s  are  to be h e l d  and n o t i f y

29 a p p l i c a n t s ;
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1 (6) publish n o t i c e  of examination;

2 (7) arrange s pac e for h ol di ng  examinations;

3 (8) notify applicants of results of examinations;

4 (9) issue licenses and certificates or t em porary licenses

5 o r  certificates as au thorized by the board;

6 (10) issue d u p l ic at e licenses or certificates u po n  proof by

7 the licensee of loss of the original and payment by the licensee of a

8 fee of $2 except as otherwise pr ovi d e d  in this title;

9 (11) notify licensees of renewal dates at least 30 days

10 be fo re the ex piration dat e of t heir licenses;

11 (12) compile an d m a i n t a i n  current a register of licenses;

12 (13) answer rout in e inquiries;

13 (14) maintain files re lating to individual licensees;

14 (15) arrange for p r i n t i n g  and advertising;

15 (16) purchase supplies;

16 (17) employ se cr et ar ial  help w h e n  needed;

17 (18) perform o t h e r  services which may be requested by the

18 board;

19 (19) provide i n v e s t ig at ive  services to the boards estab-

20 lished under A S  08.04, AS 08.15, AS 08.20, AS 08.36, AS 08.64, AS 08.-

21 68, AS 08.70, AS 08.71, AS 08.72, AS 08.80, AS 08.84, and AS 08.86,

22 for the purpo se  of as sisting those boards in matters of professional

23 discipline and in respon di ng  to consumer complaints.

24 * Sec. 4. AS 08.02.010(a) is a m e nde d to read:

25 (a) A  behavioral science pro fessional licensed u n d e r  AS 08.15, a

26 [A] person licensed in the state as a chiropractor u n d e r  AS 08.20, a

27 dentist u nd er  A S  08.36, a m e dic al  practitioner or osteo pa th  under

28 A S  08.64, a registered n u r s e  u n d e r  AS 08.68, an optometrist under

29 AS 08.72, a registered pharm ac ist  u nd er  AS 08.80, a registered
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1 physical therapist under AS 08.84, or a psychologist under AS 08.86,

2 shall use as p ro fessional identification appropriate letters or a

3 title after that person's name w hich represents that person's specific

4 field of practice. The letters or title shall appear on all signs,

5 stationery or o th er  advertising in w h i c h  the p e r s o n  offers or displays

6 personal professional services to the public. In addition, a p er s o n

7 engaged in the practice of medicine or osteopathy u n de r AS 08.64.380-

8 (2), or a p er s o n  engaged in any ma n n e r  in the healin g arts who diag-

9 noses, treats, tests, or counsels other persons in relation to h u m a n

10 health or disease and uses the letters "M.D." or the title "doctor" or

11 "physician" or another [ANY OTHER] title that [WHICH] tends to show

12 that the p er s o n  is willing or qualified to diagnose, treat, test, or

13 counsel another person, shall clarify the letters or title by adding

14 the appropriate specialist designation, if any, such as "dermatolo-

15 gist", "radiologist", "a ud iol og is t" , "naturopath", or the like.

16 * Sec. 5. AS 08.03.010(c) is amended by adding a new  paragraph to read:

17 (21) B oard of Behavioral Science Examiners (AS 08.15.010) --

18 June 30, 1988.

19 * Sec. 6. AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

20 C H A PT ER 15. BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE PROFESSIONALS.

21 ARTI CL E 1. BOARD OF B EHAVIORAL SCIENCE EXAMINERS.

22 Sec. 08.15.010. BOARD ESTABLISHED. There is established the

23 Board of Behavio ra l Science Examiners.

24 Sec. 08.15.020. MEMBERSHIP. (a) The b oar d consists of three

25 persons from each behavioral science profession regulated by the b o ar d

26 and one me m b e r  of the public for each  behavioral science p rof e s s i o n

27 that is r egulated by the board.

28 (b) The members of the board must be residents of the state for

29 three years be for e appointment.
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(c) Ea c h  p r of es sio na l me m b e r  must

(1) be licensed in the b e h a v i o r a l  science p r o f e s s i o n  c o r r e­

sponding to the bo ard  p o s i t i o n  to w h i c h  the p e r s o n  is b e i n g  appointed;

(2) for the fou r years im me di at ely  p r e c e d i n g  appointment, 

have b ee n  e n g a g e d  in the active p r a c t i c e  of the b e h a v i o r a l  science 

p r o f e s s i o n  co rr esponding to the b o a r d  p o s i t i o n  to w h i c h  the p e r s o n  is 

b ei ng  appointed.

Sec. 08.15.030. B O A R D  APPOINTMENTS. (a) The g o v e r n o r  shall 

appoint the members of the b oard subject to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by  the l e g i s­

lature for st aggered terms of four years.

(b) Befo re  appointment, the go ve r n o r  shall request a list of 

eligible candidates for a board p o s i t i o n  f rom the p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i­

zations in the state that represent the b eh av io ral  science p r o f e ss ion s 

re quired for the board position.

(c) The g ov ernor shall a nn ua lly  d e s i gn at e one m e m b e r  of the 

b oard to serve as ch air pe rs on  of t he  board.

(d) The governor m a y  not appoint the same p e r s o n  m o r e  t h a n  once 

to fill an u ne xpired term on the board. A  p e r s o n  may not s erve as a 

m e m b e r  of the board for m o r e  than two consecutive terms.

Sec. 08.15.040. MEETINGS. T h e  bo ar d shall hold t h r e e  mee tings 

ea c h  ye a r  and ma y hold special m e e t i n g s  at the call of the c h a i r p e r s o n  

or a m aj or i t y  of the b o a r d  members.

Sec. 08.15.050. R E M O V A L  OF B O A R D  MEMBERS. The g o v e r n o r  ma y 

remove a m e m b e r  of the b o a r d  for g o o d  cause, including:

(1) neglect of duty;

(2) incompetence;

(3) p r o lo ng ed  illness that impairs the e x e c u t i o n  of bo ar d

d u t i e s ;

(4) u np ro fe s s i o n a l  conduct;
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(5) con vi c t i o n  of a felony;

(6) judgment i m p a i r e d  by the use of alcoh ol  or drugs;

(7) u n e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e s  f r o m  b o a r d  meetings;

(8) c o n v i c t i o n  of a c rim e i n v olv in g m or al  turpitude;

(9) a n  emoti on al  d i s t u r b a n c e  that pr ev ent s the m e m b e r  from

c ar rying out b o a r d  duties;

(10) ad d i c t i o n  or s e v e r e  d e p e n d e n c y  on alcoh ol o r  a n o t h e r

drug.

Sec. 08.15.060. P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  OF T H E  BOARD. (a) T h e  board

shall

(1) examine a p p l i c a n t s  and issue licenses to q u a l i f i e d  

a p p l i c a n t s ;

(2) issue c e r t i f i c a t e s  to persons wh o m e e t  the sta ndards 

d e t e r m i n e d  by the b oa rd  for s p e c i a l t y  certification;

(3) es t a b l i s h  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e qu ir eme nt s f o r  license 

renewal in e ac h  b e h av io ra l s c i e n c e  p r o f e s s i o n  r e g u l a t e d  by th e board 

after c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  the s t a n d a r d s  com mi tt ee for  the b e h a v i o r a l  

science p r o f e s s i o n  for w h i c h  the  co nt i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  are 

b ei ng  established;

(4) adopt a code of et h i c a l  p r a c t i c e  for eac h b e h a v i o r a l  

science p r o f e s s i o n  reg u l a t e d  b y  the b o ar d a f ter  a r e v i e w  of the e t h i­

cal standards set out by the n a t i o n a l  beh av i o r a l  s c i e n c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l

or ga ni za tio ns  for the b e h a v i p r a l  scie nc e p r o f e s s i o n  for w h i c h  the  code 

is b e i n g  adopted;

(5) h o l d  heari ng s,  a n d  o r d e r  the d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n  of a 

p e r s o n  w ho  v i o l a t e s  this c h a p t e r  o r  a r e g u l a t i o n  of the board;

(6) report a n n u a l l y  to the g o v e r n o r  and  the d e p a r t m e n t  on 

the b o ard 's  p r o c e ed in gs  e a c h  year;

(7) f orw ar d m i n u t e s  of b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  to the d ep ar t m e n t
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1 w i t h i n  20 days of e a c h  meeting;

2 (8) esta bl is h standards for supervisors and supervision

3 under this chapter;

4 (9) enfor ce  the provisions of this chapter and adopt regu-

5 lations n e c e s s a r y  to make the provisions of this chapter effective.

6 (b) The board may seek and obtain grants, gifts, and other

7 funds, e x c l u d i n g  loans, from private and public foundations and insti-

8 tutions to carry out the provisions of this chapter.

9 Sec. 08.15.070. STANDARDS COMMITTEE. (a) The board shall

10 appoint a standards committee for each behavioral science profes si on

11 that it regulates under this chapter.

12 (b) Ea c h  standards committee shall be comprised of three board

13 membe rs  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a behavioral science p r of es sio n regulated by  the

14 b oa rd  an d a pub l i c  member of the board.

15 (c) E a c h  standards committee shall advise the board about the

16 li censing and r egulation of the behavioral science pr ofession that is

17 the subject of that particular standards committee.

18 (d) E ach standards committee shall recommend to the b o a r d  the

19 foll owi ng  items for the behavioral science pr ofession that it repre-

20 sents:

21 (1) by a majority vote, the approval or disapproval of the

22 gr an t i n g  of licenses;

23 (2) approval of the examin ati on  for licensure;

24 (3) the grading of examinations;

25 (4) policy and r egulation changes;

26 (5) investigations, hearings, or assessment of v iolations

27 of this chapter;

28 (6) penalties for violations of this chapter;

29 (7) the contents of examinations;

C
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1 (8) ethical standards;

2 (9) licensure guidelines or criteria for licensure and

3 supervision requirements.

4 (e) Each standards committee shall perform the following duties:

5 (1) review applications, handle routine inquiries, and

6 provide information to the general public;

7 (2) act as a liaison b e t w e e n  the board and educational

8 institutions;

9 (3) assist the board in k e ep in g a registry of licensees,

10 supervisors, supervisees, and license renewals;

11 (4) assist the board in establishing continuing e ducation

12 requirements for licensing renewal, and  supervisor requirements;

13 (5) develop and administer proceedings for the license

14 application process;

15 (6) other duties relating to licensure that the b o a r d

16 delegates to the standards committee.

17 (f) A  decision of a standards committee is not final until the

18 board approves the decision. The b o a r d  may initiate an action or

19 otherwise perform a duty that a standards committee is authorized to

20 perform.

21 (g) A  decision of the board relating to a behavioral science

22 profession regulated by the board is not effective unless approved by

23 two or more members of the standards committee for that behavioral

24 science.

25 Sec. 08.15.080. PROCEDURES. Th e Administrative Procedure Act

26 (AS 44.62) applies to regulations an d proceedings u nder this chapter.

27 ARTICLE 2. MARITAL A N D  FAMILY THERAPISTS.

28 Sec. 08.15.090. QUALIFICATIONS FO R LICENSE TO PRACTICE. (a)

29 The board shall issue a license to practice marital and family ther apy
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to a p e r s o n  w h o

(1) appli es  on a form p r o v i d e d  by the board;

(2) pay s the fee r equ ir ed  u n d e r  AS 08.15.140;

(3) furnishes evidence s a ti sfa ct or y to the board that the

p e r s o n

(A) has not engage d in conduct that  is a g r o u n d  for 

imposing di sc ip l i n a r y  sanctions u n d e r  AS 08.15.170;

(B) holds a ma st er' s degree, do ctorate, or the e q u i v a­

lent, from a n  accredited e d u c a t i o n a l  i ns t i t u t i o n  a pp r o v e d  by the 

board, for w h i c h  the p ers o n  c o m p l e t e d  a c o u r s e  of s t u d y  that 

included one ye a r  of supervi se d m a r i t a l  and family t h e ra py  c l i n­

ical pra ct ic e w i t h  500 hours of superv is ed  client contact and

(i) three courses in mari ta l and family therapy;

(ii) three courses in mari ta l and family studies;

(iii) three courses in hum an  development;

(iv) one course in p ro fes s i o n a l  studies o r  p r o f e s­

sional ethics and law;

(v) one course in research;

(C) after rec ei vin g a degree l i s t e d  in (B) of this 

paragraph, has

(i) pr a c t i c e d  m a r i t a l  and fa m i l y  t h e ra py  w i t h i n  

three years of the p e r s o n ' s  application, in c l u d i n g  1,500 

hours of direct clinical contact w i t h  couples a nd families; 

and

(ii) has b e e n  supervised i n  the cl inical contact 

for at least 200 hours, incl ud ing  100 hours of indiv id ua l 

s u p e rv is io n and 100 h ou rs  o f  group s u p e r v i s i o n  a p p r o v e d  by 

the board; and

(D) has p a s s e d  a w r i tte n or  oral e x a m i n a t i o n

424
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a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the board.

(b) T h e  b oa rd shall credit a n  a p p l i c a n t  with the hours the 

applicant has  ea rn ed  in s up er v i s e d  p r a c t i c e  u n d e r  AS 08 . 1 5 . 1 0 0  t o w ar ds 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  of the hours of s u p e r v i s i o n  r e q u i r e d  u nd er  this section.

(c) The  b o ar d m a y  not a l l o w  a n  a p p l i c a n t  who fails a n  e x a m i n a­

tion g i v e n  u n d e r  this section to ta k e  a s u b s e q u e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n  for a 

period of six months from the dat e  of the e x a m i n a t i o n  that the a p p l i­

cant failed.

(d) A  license issued u n d e r  thi s s e c t i o n  expires two years f ro m  

the date of issue. It may be r e n e w e d  by p a y m e n t  of the fee r e q u i r e d  

under A S  0 8 . 1 5 . 1 4 0  and by s a t i s f a c t i o n  of t he  c on ti nu ing  e d u c a t i o n  

requi rem en ts  esta bl is he d by the b o a r d  for t h e  renewal of licenses 

issued u n d e r  this section.

Sec. 08.15.100. L I CE NSE  F O R  S U P E R V I S E D  PRACTICE. (a) The b o a r d  

shall i ssue a four-year licen se  fo r the s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c e  of m a r i t a l  

and family therapy to a p e r s o n  w h o  m e e t s  the requ ir eme nt s of A S  08.- 

15.090(a)(1), (2), and (3)(A) - (B).

(b) A  licensee under this s e c t i o n  m a y  pr actice only

(1) u nde r the direct s u p e r v i s i o n  of a su pe r v i s o r  a p p r o v e d  

by the board; and

(2) in a clinic, soci al  serv ic e agency, or  other s e t t i n g
t

app ro ve d by the board.
J

(c) A  license for s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c e  expires four years f rom

the d a t e  of issuance and m a y  not b e  renewed.

(d) A  licensee u nder this s e c t i o n  shall submit to the b o a r d  for

its a p p r o v a l  a p ro p o s e d  p l a n  for s a t i s f y i n g  the s u p e r v i s i o n  r e q u i r e­

ments of A S  08.15.090(a)(3)(C).

(e) A  licensee under this s e c t i o n  s ha ll  use the title "marital

therapy as so cia te ,"  "family th e r a p y  a s s o c i a t e , "  or o t h e r  title 'that is

-9- H B  4 2 4
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ap proved by the board.

(f) The b o a r d  shall revoke a license for supervised practice if 

the p er s o n  fails the examination required under AS 08.15.100 two times 

while the pe rso n is licensed u n d e r  this section.

Sec. 08.15.110. TEMPORARY LICENSE FOR THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL 

A N D  FAMILY THERAPY. (a) The board shall issue a temporary license 

for the practice of marital and family therapy to an applicant who 

satisfies the requirements of AS 08.15.090(a)(1), (2) and (3)(A),(B) 

and (C) and has be e n  approved by the board to take the marital and 

family therapy examination.

(b) A  p e r s o n  may practice under a temporary license until the 

board issues the results of the first marital and family therapy 

ex am ination g i v e n  after issuance of the person's temporary license and

either issues or denies a license under AS 08.15.090 to the person. f* "
(c) If a licensee under this section does not take the next 

marit al and family therapy examination given after the issuance of the 

temporary license, the board may renew the person's temporary license 

until the board issues the results of the next marital and family 

therapy exam, if the licensee provides satisfactory proof to the board 

that the licensee had good cause for not taking the exam.

(d) If a licensee under this section fails the marital and 

family therapy examination, the board may not renew the person's 

temporary license.

Sec. 08.15.120. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall issue 

a license to practice marital and family therapy to a person who

(1) is licensed as a marital and family therapist in anoth­

er state that has requirements for the license or certificate that are 

substantially equal to or greater than  the requirements of this state; 

and

HB  424 -10-
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1 (2) m eets the requirements of AS 08.15.090(a)(1), (2), and

2 ( 3 ) (A ).

3 Sec. 08.15.130. AP PR O V E D  SUPERVISORS. (a) Except for super-

4 vis io n u nder AS 08.15.090(a)(3)(B), a person m a y  not supervise a

5 person in the practice of marital and family therapy unless the per son

6 is approved by the board.

7 (b) The board shall approve as a supervisor a person who

8 (1) applies to the board for the approval;

9 (2) is licensed under this chapter to practice marital and

10 family therapy; and

11 (3) meets the m i ni mum  standards established for supervisors

12 by the American A s s o c i a t i o n  of Marriag e and Family Therapy.

13 (c) No tw it hstanding (b) of this section, the board shall approve

14 as a supervisor a me m b e r  of a mental health profe ss io n other than the

15 marital and family therapy pr ofession if the p e r s o n  meets the criteria

16 established by the board for approval of a me mb er of another mental

17 health p rofession as a supervisor.

18 (d) The board shall establish continuing education requirements

19 for marital and family therapy supervisors approved by the board.

20 (e) A supervisor approved under this section shall satisfy the

21 continuing education requirements established by the board.

22 (f) The board ma y cancel its approval of a person as a super-

23 visor if the pe r s o n  commits an act listed in AS  08.15.170, fails to

24 satisfy the continuing education requirements established by the

25 board, or otherwise violates a pro vis io n of this chapter.

26 ARTIC LE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

27 Sec. 08.15.140. FEES. The following fees shall be imposed un der

28 this chapter:

29 (1) a p p l i c a t i o n ................................................ $ 25

1 5
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(2) e x a m i na tio n ................................................... 125

(3) credential r e v i e w  ............................................125

(4) license u n d e r  AS 08.1 5. 09 0 ................................200

(5) temporary license ............................................200

(6) license for supe rv ise d pr act ic e ......................... 200

(7) renewal of license u n d e r  AS 0 8. 15.090 ................. 200

(8) renewal of temporary license ............................. 200

Sec. 08.15.150. P R I V I L E G E D  COMMUNICATION. A  p e r s o n  licensed 

u n d e r  this chapter may not reveal to a no th er p er s o n  a c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

ma d e  to the licensee by a client about a ma t t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  w h i c h  the 

client has em pl oy ed  the licensee in a prof es sio na l c ap acity. This 

se c t i o n  does not apply to a case conference w i t h  o ther l i c en see s or if 

the client in w r i ti ng a u tho ri ze s the licensee to reveal a c o m m u n i c a­

tion.

Sec. 08.15.160. M A L P R A C T I C E  INSURANCE. Persons l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  

this c h a p t e r  shall m a i n t a i n  insurance against liability fo r n e gl ige nc e 

in the pr actice of the b e hav io ra l science p r o f e s s i o n  fo r w h i c h  they 

are licensed.

Sec. 08.15.170. G R O U N D S  FOR I MP OS IT IO N OF D I S C I P L I N A R Y  S A N C­

TIONS. A f t e r  a hearing, the board m a y  impose a d i s c i p l i n a r y  s anc ti on  

on a p e r s o n  licensed u n d e r  this chapter w h e n  the board finds that the 

p e r s o n

(1) secured a license t h ro ug h deceit, fraud, or in te ntional 

m i sr ep re se nta ti on ;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or in ten tional m i s r e p r e s e n t a­

tion in the course of p r o v i d i n g  p rof e s s i o n a l  services o r  eng a g i n g  in 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  activities;

(3) a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  services in a f a l s e  or m i s l e a d­

ing manner;



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

2 8

2 9

(4) has b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a f el o n y  or o t h e r  crime that 

affects the p erson's a b i l i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to p ra ct ic e c om p e t e n t l y  an d 

safely;

(5) fai led  to comply w i t h  a p r o v i s i o n  of this c h a p t e r  o r  a 

r e g u l a t i o n  adopted u n d e r  this chapter , or an  order of the board;

(6) c o n t i n u e d  to p r a c t i c e  a f te r be co m i n g  u n f i t  du e to

(A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  incom pe te nce ;

(B) a d d i c t i o n  o r  severe de pe n d e n c y  o n  alcoho l or

anoth er d r u g  that i m p a i r s  the per s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  to p ractice

safely;

(C) p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  disability;

(7) e n g a g e d  in lewd o r  immoral conduct in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

the d eli v e r y  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  to clients.

Sec. 08.15.180. D I S C I P L I N A R Y  SANCTIONS. (a) W h e n  it finds that 

a licensee has c o m m i t t e d  an act li s t e d  in AS  08.15.170, the b oar d may  

impose the f o l l ow in g s anctions s i n g l y  or i n  combination:

(1) p e r m a n e n t l y  r e v o k e  a license to practice;

(2) s u s p e n d  a licen se for a d e t e r m i n a t e  p e r i o d  of time;

(3) c e n s u r e  a licensee;

(4) issue a letter of  reprimand;

(5) p l a c e  a licen se e o n  p r o b a t i o n a r y  status and require the

licensee to

(A) report r e g u l a r l y  to th e board o n  m a t t e r s  in volving 

the basis of probation;

(B) limit p r a c t i c e  to t h o s e  areas pre scr ib ed ;

(C) co nt inu e p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u cat io n u n t i l  a s a t i s f a c­

tory degree of skill has b e e n  a t t a i n e d  in those areas d e t e r m i n e d  

by  the b o a r d  to n e e d  impro ve men t;

(6) i m p o s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o r  condi tio ns  on  the  p r a c t i c e  o f  a
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1 licensee.

2 (b) The board may wit hd ra w a limitation, condition, or proba-

3 tionary status if it finds that the deficiency that required the sanc-

4 tion has been  remedied.

5 (c) The board may summarily suspend a license be fo re  final

6 h e ar in g or during the appeals process if the board finds that the

7 licensee poses a clear and immediate danger to the public w el fa re  and

8 safety if the licensee continues to practice. A  pe rs on  w h os e license

9 is su spended under this section is entitled to a hearing by the board

10 no later than seven days after the effective date of the order. The

11 pe rs o n  ma y appeal the suspension after the heari ng  to the superior

12 c o u r t .

13 (d) The board may reinstate a license that has been suspended or

14 revo ke d if the board finds after a hearing that the applicant is able (*'
15 to p ra ct ic e w it h  reasonable skill and safety.

16 (e) The board shall seek consistency in the ap pl ication of

17 d is ciplinary sanctions, and the board shall explain a significant

18 de parture from prior decisions involving similar situations in its

19 findings of fact or orders.

20 Sec. 08.15.190. PROHIBITED ACTS. Unless a person is licensed

21 u n d e r  this chapter, the person may not

22 (1) practice a behavioral science profession regulated by

23 this chapter for which the pe rs on  is not licensed under this chapter;

24 (2) use a title indicating or representing that the person

25 prac ti ce s or is licensed to practice a behavioral science profession

26 r e g u lat ed  by this chapter for w h i c h  the person is not licensed under

27 this chapter;

28 (3) advertise that the person practices a b ehavioral sci-

29 ence p r ofe ss io n regulated by this chapter for w h i c h  the p ers o n  is not
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licensed under this chapter.

Sec. 08.15.200. PENALTIES. A per son  who vi ol ate s AS 08.15.190 

is guilty of a class B  misdemeanor.

Sec. 08.15.210. EXEMPTIONS. (a) This chapter does not apply to 

a p e r s o n  who practices a behavioral science p r o f e s s i o n  regulated by 

this chapter consistent with the accepted standards and code of ethics 

of the person's profession and as part of the person's duties as

(1) a psychologist or psychological associate;

(2) a physician or psychiatrist;

(3) an attorney or judge;

(4) a member of the clergy;

(5) an employee of a governmental unit, educational i n s t i­

tution, or nonprofit agency who is required to p ra c t i c e  the behavioral 

science profession during the employment, if

(A) the employer maintains approp ria te  supervision of 

the person's practice of the behavioral science p rofession a c t i v­

ities ;

(B) the person practices the beh av i o r a l  science p r o­

fession as part of the duties for w hich the p e r s o n  is employed;

(C) the per son  practices the b eha v i o r a l  science p r o­

fession in the facility where the pe rs on  is e mp loy ed  or un der  the 

supervision of the governmental unit, educatio na l institution, or 

nonprofit agency where the person is employed; and

(D) the pe rs on  does not render or of fe r to render the 

services of the behavioral science p ro fe ssi on  to the public for 

compensation in addition to the salary the p e r s o n  receives from 

the governmental unit, educational institution, or nonprofit 

agency;

(6) a student, intern, or resident p u r s u i n g  a course of
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study a p p r o v e d  by the b oa rd as a p p r o p r i a t e  t ra i n i n g  for a b e h a v i o r a l  

science p r o f e s s i o n  re g u l a t e d  by the board, if the activities of the 

student, intern, or resident c o n s t i t u t e  a part of a s u pe rv ise d co ur s e  

of study a n d  the student, intern, o r  reside nt  is d e s i g n a t e d  b y  a t it le  

that indicates that the p e r s o n  is t r a i n i n g  to be a behavi or al  s c i e n c e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e g u l a t e d  by the board.

(b) A  p e r s o n  exempt u n d e r  this se c t i o n  m a y  not use a t it le or 

d e s c r i p t i o n  s t a ti ng  or im ply in g that the p e r s o n  is a b eh avior s c i e n c e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  l ic ens ed  u n d e r  this chapter.

Sec. 08.15.220. DEFINITIONS. I n  this chapter, unless the c o n­

text ind icates otherwise,

(1) "ad ve rt is e" in cl ud es i s s u i n g  o r  c a u s i n g  to be d i s t r i­

but e d  a card, sign or device to a pers on , or causing, p e r m i t t i n g  or 

a ll owing a sign  or m a r k i n g  on or in a b u i l d i n g  or structure, or  in  a 

newspaper, mag az ine , or directory, or  on  radio or television, or u s i n g  

other m e a n s  d e s i g n e d  to secure p u b l i c  attention;

(2) "board" means the B o a r d  of B e h a v i o r a l  Science E x a m i­

ners ;

(3) "course" m ea ns  a c l as s of at least three credit h o u r s

in a g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m  at an a c c r e d i t e d  ed uc ati on al  i n s t it uti on  o r  an 

i n s t i t u t i o n  a p p r o v e d  by the board;

(A) "prac ti ce  of m a r i t a l  and family therapy" m e a n s  the

di agnosis and tre atment of m e n t a l  a n d  em otional disorders that are 

re fe r e n c e d  in the s ta n d a r d  d i a g n o s t i c  n o m e n c l a t u r e  for m a r i t a l  and  

family therapy, w h e t h e r  cognitive, affective, or behavioral, w i t h i n  

the context of h u m a n  relatio ns hi ps , p a r t i c u l a r l y  marit al  a n d  fam ily  

systems; m a r i t a l  an d family t h e r a p y  involves

(A) the p r o f e s s i o n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of a s s e ss me nt s and

t rea tm en ts  of p s y c h o t h e r a p e u t i c  se rvices to individuals, couples,



1 an d families for the p u r p o s e  of t r e a t i n g  the d i a g n o s e d  emotional

2 a n d  m e n t a l  disorders;

3 (B) an a p p l i e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the dy namics of raari-

4 tal a n d  family interactions, al on g w i t h  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of psycho

5 t h e r a p e u t i c  and c o u n s e l i n g  t e ch ni qu es for the p u r p o s e  of resolv-

6 in g intrapersonal a n d  in te r p e r s o n a l  conflict and changing

7 p e r ce pti on s,  attitudes, and beh a v i o r s  in the area of h u m a n  rela-

8 ti o n s h i p s  and family life;

9 (5) " su pe rvi si on " me an s f a c e- to- fa ce  consultation, direc-

10 tion, review, ev al u a t i o n  and  a ssessment of the p ra ctice of the person

11 b e ing  supervised, i n c l u d i n g  direct o b s e r v a t i o n  and the r ev i e w  of case

12 pr es en t a t i o n s ,  audio tapes and v i d e o  tapes.

13 * Sec. 7. A S  09.55.560(1) is amend ed  to read:

14 (1) "hea lt h care p r o v i d e r” means a b e ha vi or al science

15 p r o f e s s i o n a l  licensed u n d e r  AS 08.15, a chi rop ra ct or  l ice ns ed  under

16 AS 08.20; a dental h y g ie ni st  licensed u n d e r  AS 08.32; a dent ist  li-

17 cen se d u n d e r  AS 08.36; a n urse licen se d u n d e r  AS 08.68; a dispen sin g

18 o p t i c i a n  licensed u nd er  A S  08.71; an optometrist lic ensed under

19 AS 08.72; a pharmacist li ce ns ed  u n d e r  AS 08.80; a ph ys ica l therapist

20 li ce n s e d  under AS 08.84; a p h y s i c i a n  li censed u n d e r  AS 08.64; a podia-

21 trist; a psychologist a n d  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  associate lic ensed u n de r AS

22 08.86; a n d  a hospital as d e f in ed in AS  18.20.130, i n c lu din g a govern-

23 m e n t a l l y  owned or o p e r a t e d  hospital; a corporate en ti ty c o v e r e d  under

24 A S  2 1 . 8 8 .050( b)(12); a n d  an emp lo ye e of a health care p r o v i d e r  acting

25 w i t h i n  the course and scope of e mployment;

26 * Sec. 8. AS 2 1. 88. 900(a)(9) is a m e n d e d  to read:

27 (9) " h e al th care pr o v i d e r "  means a b e h a v i o r a l  science

28 p r o f e s s i o n a l  licensed u n d e r  AS 08.15. a  ch ir opractor l ic ensed under

29 A S  08. 20;  a dental h yg i e n i s t  li ce n s e d  under AS 08.32; a dentist
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1 licensed u n d e r  AS 08.36; a nurse licensed under AS 08.68; a dispensing

2 optician licensed u n d e r  AS 08.71; an optometrist licensed under

3 AS 08.72; a pharmacist licensed u n d e r  AS 08.80; a physical therapist

4 licensed u n d e r  AS  08.84; a physician licensed under AS 08.64; a podia-

5 trist; a psychologist and a psychological associate licensed under

6 AS 08.86; a hospital as defined in AS 18.20.130, including a govern-

7 mentally o w ned  or operated hospital; a corporate entity covered under

8 AS 21.88.0 5 0 ( b ) (11); a n  employee of a health care provider acting

9 within the course and scope of employment;

10 * Sec. 9. AS 39.50.200(b) is amended by adding a new  pa ragraph to read:

11 (48) Board of Behavioral Science Examiners (AS 08.15).

12 * Sec. 10. AS  44.62.330(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to

13 read:

14 (53) Board of Behavioral Science Examiners (AS 08.15.010).

15 * Sec. 11. AS 47.17.070(6) is amended to read:

16 (6) "practitioner of the healing arts" includes chiroprac-

17 tors, dentists, health aides, nurses, optometrists, osteopaths, phys-

18 ical therapists, physicians, psychiatrists, psychologists, behavior

19 science professionals licensed under AS 08.15, religious healing

20 practitioners, and surgeons;

21 * Sec. 12. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD. (a) Notwithstanding

22 AS 08.15.030 as enacted by sec. 6 of this Act, the initial appointments of

23 members to the B o a r d  of Behavioral Science Examiners are for the following

24 terms:

25 (1) two members for a term of two years;

26 (2) one member for a term of three years;

27 (3) one member for a term of four years.

28 (b) In m a k i n g  the initial appointments of professional members to the

29 Board of Behavi or al Science Examiners, the governor shall consider a person
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1 licensed for the purpose of AS 08.15.020 if the person w ould be entitled to

2 a license under AS 08.15.090(a)(1) - (3)(A) - (B). The Board of Behavi or al

3 Science Examiners shall issue a license to practice marital and fam ily

4 therapy to each prof es si ona l memb er  appointed under this section.

5 (c) A  license issued under this chapter is subject to the same re-

6 newal requirements as a license issued under AS 08.15.090 as enacted by

7 sec. 6 of this Act.

8 * Sec. 13. (a) Notwithst an di ng AS 08.15.090 enacted by sec. 6 of this

9 Act the board shall issue a license to practice marital and family therapy

10 to a pe rs on  who

11 (1) satisfies the requirements of AS 08.15.090(a)(1) - (3)(A)

12 enacte d by sec. 6 of this Act;

13 (2) holds a master's or doctorate degree from an a c cr ed ite d

14 educational institution either in

15 (A) marital and family therapy; or

16 (B) an appropriate course of study approved by the b o a r d

17 and substantially equivalent to the following: three courses in

18 marital and family studies; three courses in marital and family ther-

19 apy; three courses in marital and family studies; three courses in

20 human development; one course in research; one course in p r o f ess io na l

21 studies or professional law and ethics; and one year of s upe r v i s e d

22 clinical practice;

23 (3) either

24 (A) w i t h i n  three years of the person's application, has

25 practiced marital and family therapy including at least 1,500 h ou rs  of

26 direct clinical contact w i t h  couples and families, and has b e e n  super-

27 vised in the clinical contact for at least 200 hours, in cluding 100

28 hours of individual supervision; or

29 (B) is a clinical member of the A mer ic an  A s s o c i a t i o n  of

0
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1 M arr i a g e  a n d  Fam il y Therapy; and

2 (A) hag p r a c t i c e d  m a r i t a l  and  family t h er ap y as a resident of

3 the state iigmediately p r e c e d i n g  the application.

A (b) A  license u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is subje ct  to the same renewal

5 re qu irements as a license issued un de r AS  0 8 . 1 5.0 90  as e n a c t e d  by sec. 6 of

6 this Act.

7 (c) Th e bo ar d shall liberally co nstrue the r eq ui r e m e n t s  of (a) of

8 this sectio n for the p ur poses of l i c en sin g every p e r s o n  as a m a r i t a l  and

9 family therapy p rof es s i o n a l  who mer it s lic en si ng by v i r t u e  of t he ir  educa-

10 tion, training, and expe ri en ce  in the field of m a r i t a l  a n d  family therapy*

11 * Sec. 1A. (a) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 0 8 . 1 5.1 30  e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 6 of this

12 Act the b o a r d  shall approve as a s u p e r v i s o r  a p e r s o n  w h o

13 (1) has be e n  a clinical m e m b e r  of the A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  of

1A Ma rriage and Family T h e r a p y  for two y e a r s  or more;

15 (2) has p r a c t i c e d  m a ri ta l and family t h e r a p y  fo r three y ears or

16 more; and

17 (3) applies for a pproval as a s u p e r v i s o r  w i t h i n  one y e a r  of the

18 effective date  of this Act.

19 (b) A  p e r s o n  a ppr o v e d  as a s u p e r v i s o r  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is subject

20 to the c o nt in ui ng e d u c a t i o n  r e q ui rem en ts  and c a n c e l l a t i o n  p r ov is io ns of

21 AS 08.15.130.

22 * Sec. 15. AS 08.15.150, e n a c t e d  by sec. 6 of this A c t  has the effect

23 of ame nding Rul e 50A of the A l a s k a  Rules of E v i d e n c e  b y  cr ea t i n g  for a  

2A beha vio ra l science p ro fes s i o n a l  licen se d u n de r secs. 6, 12 or 13 of this

25 Act, a pr i v i l e g e  to refuse to d i s c l o s e  information.

26 *  Sec. 16. This Ac t takes effect J u l y  1, 1 9 8 5 .
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