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Introduced: 5/2/85
Referred: Health, Education &
Social Services , Labor & Commerce 
ind Finance

IN THE H OUSE BY PIGNALBERI

H OU SE  BILL NO. 421 

IN THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA 

FOURTEE NT H LEGISLA TU RE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An A c t  relating to the regulat io n of the practice of

ma r i t a l  and family therapy; amending Rule 504 of the 

A l a s k a  Rules of Evidence; and providing for an effec­

tive date."

BE IT E N ACT ED  BY THE L EG IS LAT UR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. L E G I SL ATI VE  FINDINGS, PURPOSE. (a) The legislature finds 

that the practice of m a rit al  and  family therapy affects the safety and 

welfa re of the public and requires r eg ul at io n an d control by  the state in 

the public interest.

(b) The purpose of this A ct is to es tablish a regulatory b o a r d  and 

procedures to ensure that the public is pr o t e c t e d  from the unprofessional,

improper, and unau th ori ze d practice of ma r i t a l  and  family therapy. This

Act shall be liberally c on strued to carry out this purpose.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.01.010 is amended b y  adding a n e w  paragraph to read:

(26) Board of Marit al  and Fam il y T h e ra py  (AS 08.63.010).

* Sec. 3. AS 08.01.050(a) is amended to read:

(a) The department shall p r o vi de  the following administrative 

and b ud getary services w h e n  appropriate:
c

(1) collect fees and issue receipts;

(2.) m a i n t a i n  records and files;

(3) issue and receive app lic at io n forms;

(4) n ot i f y  applicants of acceptance or rejection of appli­

cants aa determined b y  the board;

(5) designate dates examinations are to be held and notify
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applicants ;

(6) publish notice of examinations

(7) arrange space for holding examinations;

(8) notify applicants of results of examinationss

(9) issue licenses and certificates or temporary licenses 

or certificates as authorized by the board;

(10) issue duplicate licenses or certificates upon proof by 

the licensee of loss of the original and payment by  the licensee of a 

fee of $2 except as otherwise provided in this title;

(11) notify licensees of renew al  dates at least 30 days 

before the expiration date of their licenses;

(12) compile and m ain t a i n  current a re gi ste r of licenses;

(13) answer routine inquiries;

(14) maintain files relating to individual licensees;

(15) arrange for printing and advertising;

(16) purchase supplies;

(17) employ secretarial help w h e n  needed;

(18) perform other services w h i c h  m a y  be requested by the

board;

(19) provide investigative services to the boards e st ab­

lished under AS 08.04, AS 08.20, AS 08.36, AS 08.63, AS 08.64, AS 08.- 

68, AS 08.70, AS 08.71, AS 08.72, A S  08.80, AS 08.84, and AS  08.86, 

for the purpose of assisting those boa rd s in m a t t e r s  of professional 

d iscipline and in responding to consumer complaints.

* Sec. 4. A S  08.02.010(a) is amended to read:

(a) A  person licensed in the state as a chiropractor under

AS 08.20, a dentist under AS 08.36, a marit al  a nd family therapist 

under AS 08.63, a medic al practitioner or o steopath under AS 08.64, a 

registe re d nurse under AS 08.68, an o ptometrist under AS 08.72, a
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r e g i s t e r e d  pharm ac is t u n d e r  A S  08.80, a r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t herapist 

un de r AS 08.84, or a p s y c h o l o g i s t  u nd er  AS  08.86, shall u s e  as p r o f e s­

sional i d e n t if ic ati on  a p p r o p r i a t e  letters or a t i tl e a f t e r  that p e r­

son's name w h i c h  r epr es en ts  t ha t  person's s p e c i f i c  fi el d of practice. 

The letters or title shall ap p e a r  on all signs, s t a t i o n e r y  or other 

ad v e r t i s i n g  in w hic h the p e r s o n  offers or d i s p l a y s  p e r s o n a l  p r o f e s­

sional ser vices to the public. In addition, a p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in the 

pr ac t i c e  of m ed ic ine  or o s t e o p a t h y  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 8 0 ( 2 ) ,  or a pe rs o n  

e ng ag ed  in any m a n n e r  in the h e a l i n g  arts w h o  diagnoses, treats, 

tests, or counsels o t h e r  p e r son s in r e l a t i o n  to h u m a n  h e a l t h  or d i s­

ease and uses the letters "M.D." or the t i tle  " d o c t o r "  or " phy sician" 

or anoth er  [ANY OTHER] title that [WHICH] t e n d s  to s h o w  that the 

pe rs o n  is w i l l i n g  or q u a l i f i e d  to diagnose, treat, test, or counsel 

another person, shall c lar if y the letters o r  t itle b y  ad di n g  the 

ap p r o pr ia te  sp ecialist designation, if any, s u c h  as "derma to log is t" , 

"r adiologist", " a u d i o l o g i s t " , "naturopath", or the like.

Sec. 5. A S  08.03.010(c) is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read: 

(21) Board of M a r i t a l  and F a m i l y  T h e r a p y  (AS 08.63.010) -- 

Jun e 30, 1988.

Sec. 6. A S  08 is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

CHAPTER 63. M A R I T A L  A N D  F A M I L Y  T H E R A P Y .

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D  OF M A R I T A L  A N D  F A M I L Y  THERAPY.

Sec. 08.63.010. B OARD ESTABLISHED. T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  the 

B oa rd  of M a r i t a l  and Fa mi l y  Therapy.

Sec. 08.63.020. MEMBER SH IP . (a) T h e  b o a r d  co ns i s t s  of five 

perso ns licen se d u n d e r  this c h ap te r a nd two m e m b e r s  of the public.

(b) Th e memb er s of the b o a r d  mu s t  b e  r e s i d e n t s  of the state for 

three years before appointment.

(c) Each p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e m b e r  m ust , for t h e  five y ears
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i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  h a v e  b ee n  e n g a g e d  in the ac ti ve  

p r a c t i c e  o f  m a r i t a l  and f a m i l y  th era py .

Sec. 08.63 .0 30 . B O A R D  A P P O I N T M E N T S .  (a) T he  g o v e r n o r  shall 

ap p o i n t  the m e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by  the l e g i s­

lat u r e  for s t a g g e r e d  terms o f  f o u r  years.

(b) B e f o r e  a p p oi ntm en t,  t he g ov er nor  shall r e q u e s t  a list of 

el ig i b l e  c a n d i d a t e s  for a b o a r d  p o s i t i o n  fro m  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i­

zations in the s ta te that r e p r e s e n t  the p rac t i c e  of m a r i t a l  and fam ily  

therapy.

(c) The g o v e r n o r  s ha ll a n n u a l l y  des ig na te  one  m e m b e r  of the 

b o a r d  to serve as c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e  board.

(d) Th e g o v e r n o r  m a y  n o t  a p p o i n t  the same p e r s o n  m o r e  than once 

to fill an u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  on the board. A  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  serve as a 

m e m b e r  of the b o a r d  for m o r e  t h a n  t w o  co ns ec ut ive  terms.

Sec. 08.63. 04 0.  M E E T I N G S .  T h e  b o a r d  shall h o l d  three m e e t i n g s  

e a c h  year an d m a y  h o l d  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  at the call of the c h a i r p e r s o n  

or  a m a j o r i t y  of the b o a r d  m e m b e r s .

Sec. 0 8.63.050. R E M O V A L  O F  B OA RD  MEMBERS. T h e  g o v e r n o r  m a y  

r e m o v e  a m e m b e r  of the b o a r d  for  g o o d  cause, including:

(1) u n e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e s  f r o m  b o a r d  m eetings;

(2) n e g l e c t  of duty;

(3) incomp et en ce;

(4) p r o l o n g e d  i l l n e s s  that impairs the e x e c u t i o n  of b o a r d

duties j

(5) u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c ond uc t;

(6) c o n v i c t i o n  of  a  felo ny ;

(7) c o n v i c t i o n  o f  a c r i m e  i n v o lv in g m o r a l  turpitude;

(8) a n  e m o t i o n a l  d i s t u r b a n c e  that p r e v e n t s  the m e m b e r  f r o m

c a r r y i n g  out b o a r d  duties; 
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(9) impairment of j udg m e n t  by the use of alcohol or other

d r u g s ;

(10) addiction or seve re  depend en cy  on alcohol or another

drug.

Sec. 08.63.060. POWERS A N D  DUTIES O F  THE BOARD. (a) The bo ar d

shall

(1) examine a pp li c a n t s  and issue licenses to qu alified 

ap plicants j

(2) issue cer tif ic at es  to persons who meet the standards 

d ete rm in ed  by the board for s p e ci alt y certification}

(3) establish c o n t i n u i n g  educ at io n requirements for license 

rene wa l after consulting w i t h  the standards committee;

(A) adopt a code of ethical pr actice for m a ri ta l and family 

therapy after a review o f  the ethical standards e sta bl is he d by 

na ti o n a l  organizations for m a r i t a l  and fa mi ly  therapy;

(5) hold  hearings, a nd  order the disciplinary sanction of a 

per s o n  who violates this c h a p t e r  or a regulation of the board;

(6) report an nu a l l y  to the governor and the department on 

the board's proceedings each  year;

(7) forward m i n u t e s  of b oa rd meetings to the department 

w i t h i n  20 days of each meeting;

(8) establish st andards for supervisors and supervision 

under this chapter;

(9) enforce the p ro vis io ns  of this chapter and adopt r e g u­

lations necessary to make the provisions of this chapter effective.

(b) The b o a r d  may  see k  and o bt a i n  grants, gifts, and other 

funds, excluding loans, f r o m  private a nd  public foundations and 

institutions to carry out the provisions of  this chapter.

Sec. 08.63.070. ST A N D A R D S  COMMITTEE. (a) The  b o a r d  shall
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appoint a standards committee for marital and family therapy.

(b) The standards com mit te e consists of three board members, one

of whom is a public me mb er  of the board.

(c) The standards comm it te e shall advise the board on the li­

censing and r e gu la ti on of m a r i t a l  and family therapists.

(d) The standards c ommittee shall r e c o mm end  to the board the

following items:

(1) b y  a ma jo r i t y  vote, the approval or disapproval of the 

granting of l i c e n s e s ;

(2) approval of the examination for licensure;

(3) the grading and contents of examinations;

(4) p o l i c y  and re gu l a t i o n  changes;

(5) investigations, hearings, or a ssessment of v iolations 

of this chapter;

(6) penalties for vi olations of this chapter;

(7) ethical standards;

(8) licensure guidelines or criteria for licensure and 

supervision requirements.

(e) The standards co mmittee shall p e r f o r m  the following duties:

(1) rev ie w applications, han dl e r o ut in e inquiries, and 

provide information to the gene ra l public;

(2) act as a liaison between the b o a r d  and educational 

ins ti tu tio ns ;

(3) assist the b o a r d  in keep in g a regis tr y of licensees, 

s u p e rvi so rs , s u p e r v i s e e s , and  license r e n e w a l s ;

(4) assist the b o a r d  in e st ab lishing continuing edu ca ti on 

requirements for licensing renewal, and supervi so r requirements;

(5) develop an d a dminister the license a pp li cation process;

(6) other duties r elating to licensure that the b o a r d
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de l e ga te s to the s t a nda rd s committee.

(f) A  d e c i s i o n  of the stan da rds  c o m m i t t e e  is n o t  fin al  u n t i l  the 

b o a r d  a pp ro ve s the decision. T h e  b o a r d  m a y  in it i a t e  a n  a c t i o n  or 

o t h e r w i s e  p e r f o r m  a duty that a st a n d a r d s  c o m m i t t e e  is a u t h o r i z e d  to 

perform.

Sec. 08.63.080. A U T H O R I Z E D  S U PE RV IS ORS . (a) Ex c e p t  for s u p e r­

vi s i o n  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 6 3. 10 0( a) (3) (B ),  a p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  s u p e r v i s e  a 

p e r s o n  u n d e r  this chapt er  u n l e s s  a p p r o v e d  b y  the b o a r d  to be a s u p e r­

vis o r  .

(b) A  p e r s o n  w h o  s u pe rvi se s a l i c e n s e e  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m u s t

(1) h a v e  p r a c t i c e d  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  for five

y e a r s ;

(2) m e e t  the m i n i m u m  sta nd ard s e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  the b o a r d  for 

a p p r o v e d  supervisors.

(c) A  s upe rv is or  a p p r o v e d  b y  the b o a r d  shall

(1) acc ept  a n d  c o n t i n u e  to s u p e r v i s e  a p e r s o n  o nl y  if the 

s u p e r v i s o r  b e l i e v e s  that the p e r s o n  h a s  the p o t e n t i a l  to q u a l i f y  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  for a license to p r a c t i c e  m a r i t a l  a n d  fam ily  therapy;

(2) fa m i l i a r i z e  the p e r s o n  b e i n g  s u p e r v i s e d  w i t h  the i m p o r­

tant l i te ra tur e in m a r i t a l  an d fami ly  therapy;

(3) dir ec t the w o r k  of the p e r s o n  b e i n g  s u p e r v i s e d  in the 

p r o ces se s of m a r i t a l  and fa mi ly  therapy;

(4) a r r a n g e  for the w o r k  b e i n g  s u p e r v i s e d  to b e  c o n d u c t e d

in a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  setti ng s a n d  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  a d m i n i s t r a­

tive a n d  cl inical controls;

(5) r ep o r t  as r e q u i r e d  by  th e b o a r d  a b o u t  the p e r s o n  b e i n g  

supervised;

(6) c o ns ul t w i t h  the b o a r d  o n  the record, p e r s o n a l  a d j u s t­

ment, a n d  cl ini c a l  c om pe te nce  o f  the p e r s o n  b e i n g  supervised;
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(7) set the fe e for the s u p e r v i s i o n  b y  p r i v a t e  contract 

w i t h  the p e r s o n  b e i n g  s upervised;

(8) m a i n t a i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  lia bi li ty insurance.

Sec. 08 .63.090. P R O C ED URE S.  Th e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  

(AS 44.62) appl ie s to r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  this chapter.

A R T I C L E  2. M A R I T A L  A N D  F A M I L Y  T H E R A P Y  L I C EN SE S.

Sec. 0 8.63.100. Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  L I C E N S E  T O  PRACTICE. (a)

T h e  b o a r d  shall iss ue  a lice ns e to p r a c t i c e  m a r i t a l  and fam i l y  therapy 

to a p e r s o n  wh o

(1) a p p l i e s  o n  a for m p r o v i d e d  by the board;

(2) pays the fee r eq u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 08.63.140;

(3) f u r n i s h e s  e vi den ce  sat is f a c t o r y  to the b o a r d  that the

pe r s o n

(A) h a s  n o t  e n g age d in cond uc t t hat is a ground for 

im po s i n g  d i s c i p l i n a r y  sanctions u n d e r  AS 08.63.170;

(B) h o l d s  a m as t e r ' s  degree, d o ct or ate , or the e q u i v a­

lent, f ro m  an a c c r e d i t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  a p p r o v e d  by the 

board, for w h i c h  the p er s o n  c o m p le ted  a c ou r s e  o f  study that 

i nc lu de d one y e a r  of  s u p e r v i s e d  m a r it al  a n d  fa mi ly  therap y c l i n­

ical p r a c t i c e  w i t h  500 hours o f  s upe rv is ed  cl ie n t  co n t a c t  and

(i) three cour se s in m a r i t a l  a nd  f am i l y  therapy;

(ii) three c o u rs es in m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  studies;

(iii) three courses in h u m a n  d e v el op me nt ;

(iv) on e cou rse  in p r o f e s s i o n a l  studi es  or p r o f e s­

sional e t h i c s  a n d  law;

(v) one  co ur se in research;

(C) a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a degree l i s t e d  i n  (B) of this 

p aragraph, h a s

(i) p r a c t i c e d  m a r i t a l  a n d  fa m i l y  t h era py  w i t h i n
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three years of the person's application, including 1,500 

hours of dir ect  clinical contact w i t h  couples and families; 

and

(ii) has been supervised in the clinical contact 

for at least 200 hours, including 100 h o ur s of individual 

supervision and 100 hours of group supervision approved by 

the board; and

(D) has pas sed  a writ te n or oral ex am ination a d m i n i s­

tered by the board.

(b) The bo ar d shall credit an applicant w i t h  the hours the

applicant has earned in supervised practice under A S  08.63.110 towards 

satisfaction of the hours of supervision required u n de r this section.

(c) The board m a y  not allow an applicant w ho  fails an e x a m i n a­

tion given under this section to take a subsequent examination for a 

period of six months from  the date of the e xamination that the a p p l i­

cant failed.

(d) A  license issued under this section expires two years from

the date of issue. It ma y be renewed b y  payment of the fee required

under AS 08.63.1A0 and by satisfaction of the continuing education

requirements establi sh ed  b y  the board for the renewal of licenses 

issued u nder this section.

Sec. 08.63.110. L I CE NSE  FOR  SUPERVISED PRACTICE. (a) The board 

shall issue a four-year license for the supervised practice of mari ta l 

and family therapy to a person w ho meets the requirements of AS  08.- 

63.100(a)(1), (2), and (3)(A) - ( B ) .

(b) A  licensee und er  this section m a y  practice only

(1) u n d e r  the direct supervision of a supervisor ap proved 

by  the board; and

(2) in a clinic, social service agency, or other setting
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(c) ^  license for supervised pr ac t i c e  expires four years from 

the date of issuance apd ma y not b e  renewed.

(d) A  licensee under this s e c t i o n  shall submit to the b o a r d  for 

its approval a proposed plan for satis fy ing  the supervision r e q u i r e­

ments of AS 08.63.100(a)(3)(C).

(e) A  licensee under this secti on  shall use the title "marital 

therppy associate," "family therapy associate," or other title that is 

approved by the board.

(f) T he  b oard shall revoke a license for supervised practi ce if 

the person fails the examination r e q u i r e d  under AS 08.63.100 two or 

more times.

Sec. 08.63.120. TEMPORARY L I C E N S E  FO R THE PRACTICE OF MA R I T A L  

AND FAMILY THERAPY. (a) The b o a r d  shall issue a temporary license 

for the pra ct ic e of marital and fa mi l y  therapy to an applicant who 

satisfies the requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(1), (2) and (3)(A),(B) 

and (C) and has been approved by the b o a r d  to take the ma r i t a l  and 

family therapy examination.

(b) A  pers on  m ay  practice u n d e r  a temporary license u nti l the 

board issues the results qf the f irst marital and family therapy 

examination g iv en after issuance of the person's temporary license and 

either issues or denies a license u n d e r  A S  08.63.100 to the person.

(c) If a licensee under this section doe6 not take the next 

marital and family therapy exa mi nation given after the issuance o f  the 

temporary license, the board ma y r e n e w  the person's temporary license 

until the b o a r d  issues the results o f  the next marital and family 

therapy ex a m  if the licensee pro vides satisfactory proof to the board 

that the licensee had g o o d  cause for n o t  taking the exam.

(d) If p licensee under this section fails the m a r i t a l  and

approved by the board.
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f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  exa mi na tio n,  the b o a r d  m a y  n ot  r e n e w  the pe rs o n ' s  

t e m p o r a r y  license.

Sec. 08.63.130. L I C E N S U R E  BY C R E D E N T I A L S . The b o a r d  s h a l l  issue

a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  m a r i t a l  and fa mi l y  t h e r a p y  to a p e r s o n  w h o

(1) is l ic e n s e d  o r  c e r t i f i e d  as a m a r i t a l  and f a m i l y  t h e r a­

pi s t  in a n o t h e r  state that h a s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for the license or  c e r t i f­

ica t e  that ar e s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e q u a l  to or g r e a t e r  than the r e q u i r e m e n t s  

of this state; and

(2) m e e t s  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of A S  08 .6 3. 100 (a )( 1) , (2), and

( 3 ) (A).

A R T I C L E  3. G E N E R A L  P ROVISIONS.

Sec. 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 A0. FEES. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  fees shall be i m p o s e d  u n d e r

this chapter;

(1) a p p l i c a t i o n  ..................................................$ 25

(2) e x a m i n a t i o n  .................................................... 125

(3) c r e d e n t i a l  r e v i e w  ............................................ 125

(A) license u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0  ................................ 200

(5) t e m po ra ry  l i c e n s e  ............................................ 200

(6) license for s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c e  ......................... 200

(7) r e n ewa l of l i c e n s e  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 6 3. 10 0 ................. 200

(8) renew al  of t e m p o r a r y  l i ce ns e ............................. 200

Sec. 08.63.150. P R I V I L E G E D  COM MU NI C A T I O N .  A  p e r s o n  l ic en s e d

u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  m a y  n ot  r e v e a l  to a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  a c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

m a d e  to the licensee by a c l i e n t  a b o u t  a m a t t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  w h i c h  the 

c l i e n t  h a s  e m p l o y e d  the l i c e n s e e  in a p r o f e s s i o n a l  cap aci ty . This 

s e c t i o n  d o e s  not a p p l y  to a ca s e  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  other l i c e n s e e s  or if 

the c l i e n t  in w r i t i n g  a u t h o r i z e s  the licensee to r e v e a l  a 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n .

Sec. 08.63.160. M A L P R A C T I C E  IN SURANCE. P ers on s l i c e n s e d  u n d e r
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t h i s  c h a p t e r  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  i n s u r a n c e  a g a i n s t  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  n e g l i g e n c e  

i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y .

S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 1 7 0 .  G R O U N D S  F O R  I M P O S I T I O N  O F  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  S A N C ­

T I O N S .  A f t e r  a  h e a r i n g ,  t h e  b o a r d  m a y  i m p o s e  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n  

o n  a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w h e n  t h e  b o a r d  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  

p e r s o n

(1) s e c u r e d  a  l i c e n s e  t h r o u g h  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  

m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

(2) e n g a g e d  i n  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  o r  e n g a g i n g  i n  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;

(3) a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  a  f a l s e  o r  m i s l e a d ­

i n g  m a n n e r ;

(A) h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  f e l o n y  o r  o t h e r  c r i m e  t h a t  

a f f e c t s  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  c o m p e t e n t l y  a n d  s a f e l y ;

(5) f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  a  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  a 

r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o r  a n  o r d e r  o f  t h e  b o a r d ;

(6) c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  b e c o m i n g  u n f i t  d u e  t o

(A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n c o m p e t e n c e ;

(B) a d d i c t i o n  o r  s e v e r e  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  a l c o h o l  o r

a n o t h e r  d r u g  t h a t  i m p a i r s  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e

s a f e l y ;

(G) p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y ;

(7) e n g a g e d  i n  l e w d  o r  i m m o r a l  c o n d u c t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  c l i e n t s .

S e c t  0 8 . 6 3 . 1 8 0 .  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  S A N C T I O N S ,  (a) W h e n  it  f i n d s  t h a t  

a  l i c e n s e e  h a s  v i o l a t e d  a  p r o v i s i o n  o f  A S  0 8 . 6 3 . 1 7 0 ,  t h e  b o a r d  m a y  

i m p o s e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s a n c t i o n s  s i n g l y  o r  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n ;

(1) p e r m a n e n t l y  r e v o k e  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e ;



(2) suspe nd a license for a determinate p e r i o d  of time;

(3) censure a licensee;

(A) issue a 'letter of reprimand;

(5) p l ac e a licensee on pr ob ationary status and require the

licensee to

(A) report r e g u la rl y to the bo ar d on matters involving 

the 'basis of probation;

(B) limit practice to presc ri be d areas;

(C) continue prof es si on al educ ati on  until a s ati s f a c­

tory d e g r e e  of skill has b ee n  at ta i n e d  in those areas d etermined 

by the b o a r d  to need improvement;

(6) impose limitations or conditions on the practice of a

l i c e n s e e .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  m ay  w i t h d r a w  a limitation, condition, or  p r o b a­

tionary status if it finds that the deficiency that required the s a n c­

tio n  has b e e n  remedied.

(c) The  b o a r d  may s ummarily suspend a license before final

hearing or du r i n g  the appeals p r o c e s s  if the b o a r d  finds that the 

licensee po se s a clear and im mediate danger to the public w e l f a r e  and 

safety if the licensee continues to practice. A  pe r s o n  whose license 

is suspe nd ed  u n d e r  this section is entitled to a h e a rin g by the b oard

n o  later t h a n  seven days after t he effective date of the order. The

person m a y  appeal the s uspension a f t e r  the h e a r i n g  to the su pe ri or 

c o u r t .

(d) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  reinstate a  license t h a t  has been  su spended or 

revoked if 'the b o a r d  finds after a hearing that the applicant is a b l e  

to practice w i t h  reasonable a M . l l  a n d  safety.

(e) T h e  b o a r d  shall seek c on si ste nc y in the application o f

d i s c i p l i n a r y  sanctions, e n d  'the b o a r d  shall e x p l a i n  a signific an t
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1 departure from prior decisions involving similar si tuations in its

2 findings of fact or orders.

3 Sec. 08.63.190. PROH IB ITE D ACTS. Unless a p e r s o n  is licensed

4 under this chapter, the person m a y  not

5 (1) practice mari ta l and family therapy?

6 (2) use a title indicating or re pre senting that the pe r s o n

7 practices or is licensed to p ra ct ice  mari tal  and family therapy?

8

9 (3) advertise that the person practices m a r i t a l  and family

10 therapy.

n  Sec. 08.63.200. PENALTIES. A  person who  violat es  AS 08.63.190

12 is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.

13 Sec. 08.63.210. EXEMPTIONS. (a) This chapter does n ot  apply to

14 a person w ho practices m a rit al  and family therapy c on si s t e n t  w i t h  the

15 accepted standards a nd  code of ethics of the person's pr ofe s s i o n  and

16 I as part of the person's duties as

17 (1) a psychologist or psychological associate?

is (2) a physician or psychiatrist?

19 (3) an attorney or judge?

20 (4) a mem be r of the clergy?

21 (5) an employee of a governmental unit, ed uc at io nal  insti-

22 tution, or nonprofit agency w h o  is r eq uir ed  to pr ac t i c e  m a r i t a l  and

23 family therapy during the employment, if

24 (A) the employer maintains appropriate supervis io n of

25 the person's practice of marital and family therapy;

26 (B) the p er s o n  practices m a rit al  and fam il y therapy as

27 part of the duties for w h i c h  the pe r s o n  is employed;

28 (C) the p e r s o n  practices m a r i t a l  a n d  family therapy in

29 the facility where the pe rso n is e mp loyed or u n d e r  the super-
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

T

v i s i o n  of the g o v e r n m e n t a l  unit, e d u c a t i o n a l  institution, or 

n o n p r o f i t  a g e n c y  w h e r e  the p e r s o n  is e m p l oy ed ; and

(D) the p e r s o n  does n o t  r e n d e r  or o f f e r  to render 

m a r i t a l  and f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  se rv i c e s  to t h e  p u b l i c  for c o m p e n s a­

tio n  in a d d i t i o n  to the sa lar y the p e r s o n  r e c e i v e s  f ro m  the 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  unit, e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  or n o n p r o f i t  agency;

(6) a student, intern, or r e s i d e n t  p u r s u i n g  a course of 

study a p p r o v e d  b y  th e b o a r d  as a p p r o p r i a t e  t r a i n i n g  for a m a r i t a l  and 

f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  license, if the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the student, intern, or 

re s i d e n t  c o n s t i t u t e  p ar t  of  a s u p e r v i s e d  c o u r s e  of study and the

student, intern, or r e s i d e n t  is d e s i g n a t e d  b y  a title that indicates

that the p e r s o n  is t r a i n i n g  to b e  a m a r i t a l  a n d  fa mil y therapist.

(b) A  per s o n  ex e m p t  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m a y  n o t  u s e  a title or

d e s c r i p t i o n  st a t i n g  or i m p l y i n g  that the p e r s o n  is a m a r i t a l  and

f a m i l y  th e r a p i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this chapter.

Sec. 08.63.220. DEF IN IT IO NS.  In this chapter, un l e s s  the c o n­

text ind i c a t e s  o therwise,

(1) " a d v e r t i s e "  inc ludes i s s u i n g  o r  c a u s i n g  to b e  d i s t r i­

bu t e d  a card, si g n  or d e v i c e  to a person, or  causing, p e r m i t t i n g  or 

a l l o w i n g  a sign or  m a r k i n g  o n  or in a b u i l d i n g  or structure, or in a 

n e w s p a p e r ,  m a g a zi ne,  or d irectory, or o n  r a d i o  or television, or u s i n g  

o t h e r  m e a n s  d e s i g n e d  to s ec u r e  p ub l i c  a t t e n t i o n ;

(2) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  the B o a r d  o f  M a r i t a l  a nd  F a m i l y  Therapy;

(3) " c o u r s e "  m e a n s  a class o f  a t  least th re e cre di t h o u r s  

in a g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m  at an a c c r e d i t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  or a n  

i n s t i t u t i o n  a p p r o v e d  by the  board;

(4) " p r a c t i c e  o f  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  th er a p y "  m e a n s  the 

di a g n o s i s  and t r e a t m e n t  o f  m e n t a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  d i s o r d e r s  that a r e  

r e f e r e n c e d  in the s t a n d a r d  d i a g n o s t i c  n o m e n c l a t u r e  for m a r i t a l  a n d
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f a m i l y  therapy, w h e t h e r  cognitive, affective, or b e h a v i o r a l ,  w i t h i n  

t h e  c o n t e x t  of h u m a n  r e l a ti on sh ip s, p ar ti c u l a r l y  m a r i t a l  a n d  fam il y 

sys temsj m a r i t a l  a n d  family t h e r a p y  involves

(A) the p r o f e s s i o n a l  app l i c a t i o n  of a s s e s s m e n t s  and 

tre at m e n t s  of p s y c h o t h e r a p e u t i c  services to ind iv iduals, couples, 

and families for the p u r p o s e  of  tr eating the d i a g n o s e d  e m o t i o n a l  

and m e n t a l  disorders;

(B) an a p p l i e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the d y n a m i c s  of m a r i­

tal and family i nt eractions, along w i t h  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of  p s y­

cho t h e r a p e u t i c  and c o u n s e l i n g  techniques for the p u r p o s e  of 

r e s o l v i n g  i nt ra pe rs ona l an d inter pe rs ona l c o n f l i c t  and c h a n g i n g  

perce pti on s,  attitudes, a nd  beha vi ors  in the a r e a  of  h u m a n  r e l a­

tio nshi ps  a nd  family life;

(5) " s u p e rv is ion " m e a n s  face-to-face c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  d i r e c­

tion, review, e v a l u a t i o n  and  a s s e s s m e n t  of the p r a c t i c e  o f  the p e r s o n  j 

b e i n g  supervised, inc lu din g d i r e c t  ob ser va ti on  and the r e v i e w  of  case j 

p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  a ud io  tapes an d v i d e o  tapes.

* Sec. 7. A S  09.55.560(1) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(1) " h ea lt h care pr o v i d e r "  m e a n s  a c h i r o p r a c t o r  l ic ens ed  

u n d e r  A S  08.20; a dental h y g i e n i s t  li censed under A S  08.32; a denti st 

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.36; a m a r i t a l  and fami ly  t h e ra pi st  l i c e n s e d  u n de r 

A S  08.63; a n u r s e  licen se d u n d e r  AS 08.68; a d i s p e n s i n g  o pt ic i a n  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.71; a n  op t o m e t r i s t  l ic ensed u n d e r  A S  08.72; a 

p h a r m a c i s t  li ce n s e d  u n de r A S  08.80; a p hy si ca l t h e r a p i s t  licensed 

u n d e r  A S  08.84; a p h y s i c i a n  l ic e n s e d  u n d e r  AS  08.64; a p o d i a t r i s t ;  a 

p s y c h o l o g i s t  and a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s oc ia te lic e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  08.86; 

an d a h o s p i t a l  as d e fi ned  in A S  18.20.130, i n c lud in g a g o v e r n m e n t a l l y  

o w n e d  or  o p e r a t e d  hospital; a c o r po ra te  ent it y c o v e r e d  u n d e r  A S  21.- 

8 8 . 0 5 0 ( b ) (12); a nd an emplo ye e o f  a h e a l t h  care p r o v i d e r  a c t i n g  w i t h i n



I

|| 'I' I

the course and scope of employments

* Sec. 8. AS 21.88.900(a)(9) is amended to read:

(9) "health care provider" means a chiropractor licensed 

under AS 08.20; a dental h yg ienist licensed u nder AS 08.32; a dentist 

licensed under AS 08.36; a marita l and family therapist licensed under 

AS  08.63; a nurse licensed under AS 08.68; a dispensing optician 

licensed under AS 08.71; an optometrist licensed u nder AS 08.72; a 

pharmacist licensed under A S  08.80; a physical therapist licensed 

under AS 08.84; a physician licensed under AS 08.64; a podiatrist; a 

psychologist and a psychological associate licensed under AS 08.86; a 

hospital as defined in AS 18.20.130, including a governmentally owned 

or operated hospital; a corporate entity covered under AS 21.88.- 

0 5 0 ( b ) (11); an employee of a health care p ro vider acting within the 

course and scope of employment;

* Sec. 9. AS 39.50.200(b) is amended by adding a n e w  paragraph to read:

(48) Board of Ma r i t a l  and Fam ily  Therapy (AS 08.63);

* Sec. 10. AS 44.62.330(a) is amended b y  adding a new  paragraph to

read:

(53) Board of M a r i t a l  and Family Therapy (AS 08.63.010).

* Sec. 11. AS 47.17.070(6) is amended to read:

(6) "practitioner of the h ea li ng arts" includes chiroprac­

tors, dentists, health aides, nurses, optometrists, osteopaths, ph y s­

ical therapists, physicians, psychiatrists, psychologists, marital and 

family therapists licensed u nder AS 08.63, religious healing practi­

tioners, and surgeons;

* Sec. 12. INITIAL AP POI NTMENTS TO T H E  BOARD. (a) Notwithstanding

AS 08.63.030 as enacted by sec. 6 of this Act, the initial appointments of

membe rs to the Board of Marital and Family Therapy shall be for the follow­

ing terms:
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(1) two members for a term of two years;

(2) three members for a term  of three years;

(3) two members for a term of four years.

(b) In maki ng the initial ap po intments o f  pro fe ss io nal  m emb er s to the 

Board of Marital and Family Therapy, the go ve r n o r  shall c on s i d e r  a p e r s o n  

licensed for the purpose of AS 08.63.020 if the pe r s o n  w o u l d  be entitled to

7 j a license under AS 08.63.100(a)(1) - (3) (A) - (B) . The B o a r d  of M a ri ta l 

8 i and Fa mi ly Therapy shall issue a license to practice m a r i t a l  and family

9

10

n

12

13

14

15

therapy to each professional member app oi nt ed u nde r this section.

(c) A  license issued under this chap te r is subject to the same r e­

newal requirements as a license issued u nde r AS 08.63.100 as enacted by 

sec. 6 of this Act.

* Sec. 13. (a) Notwithstanding AS 0 8.63.100 enacted by sec. 6 of this

Act the board shall issue a license to pra c t i c e  marit al  and family therapy

to a pe rs o n  who

1 6 1! (1) satisfies the requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(1) - (3)(A)

i|
17ii enacted by sec. 6 of this Act;

ii

18! (2) holds a master's or doct or at e degree from an accredited

191 educational institution either in

201| (A) marital and family therapy; or

21 (B) an appropriate course of study a p p r o v e d  by the board

22 and substantially equivalent to the following: three courses in

m ar it al  and family studies; three courses in m a ri ta l a n d  family th e r­

apy; three courses in marital and family studies; three courses in 

h u m a n  development; one course in research; one course in professional  

studies or professional law and ethics; an d one y ear of super vi sed  

clinical practice;

(3) either

(A) wit hin  three years of the pe rson's application, has

HB 421 -18-
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24

25

26

27

28 

29



p r a c t i c e d  m a r i t a l  a n d  fa m i l y  t h e r a p y  i n c l u d i n g  at l e a s t  1,500 h ou rs  of 

direct cl in ic al  c o n t a c t  w i t h  coupl es a n d  families, a n d  has b e e n  super­

v i s e d  in the c l i n i c a l  c o n t a c t  for at l e as t 200 hours, i n c l u d i n g  100 

hours of indi vi dua l s u p e r v i s i o n ;  or

(B) is a c l i n i c a l  m e m b e r  of the A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  of 

M a r r i a g e  and  F a m i l y  Th erapy; a n d

(A) ha s p r a c t i c e d  m a r i t a l  and f a m i l y  therapy as a r e s i d e n t  of 

the s tate i m m e di at ely  p r e c e d i n g  the application.

(b) A  license u n d e r  this s e ct io n is subject to the same renewal 

re qu ir e m e n t s  as a license is s u e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0  as e n a c t e d  by sec. 6 of 

this Act.

(c) T he b o a r d  sh al l l i b e r a l l y  c o n s t r u e  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  (a) of 

this secti on  for the p u r p o s e s  of l i c e ns in g as a m a r i t a l  a n d  fa m i l y  therapy 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  e v e r y  p e r s o n  w h o  m e r i t s  l i c e n s i n g  b y  v i r t u e  of the person's 

education, training, an d e x p e r i e n c e  in the f i e l d  of m a r i t a l  a n d  family 

t h e r a p y .

* Sec. 1A. AS  08 .63.150, e n a c t e d  by sec. 6 of this A c t  has t h e  effect 

of ame n d i n g  R u l e  50A of the A l a s k a  Rules o f  E vi d e n c e  b y  c r e a t i n g  for a 

m a r i t a l  and fam il y t h e r a p i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  secs. 6, 12 or  13 of this Act, 

a p r i v i l e g e  to refuse to d i s c l o s e  information.

* Sec. 15. This A c t  takes e f f e c t  July 1, 1985.
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