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1 IN THE HOUSE
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BY  M.M.M ILL ER

HOUSE BIL L NO. 412 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

6 Fo r an Act entitled: "An Act relating to mental health."

7 B E  IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 * Section 1. AS 47.30.520 is amended to read:

9 Sec. 47.30.520. LEGISLATIVE PURPOSE. It is the purpose of the

10 legislature in enacting the Community Mental Health Services Act to

11 assist local communities in planning, organizing, and financing com-

12 munity mental health services through locally developed, administered,

13 and controlled community mental health programs. It is further in-

14 tended to better utilize existing resources at both state and local

15 levels in order to

16 1 (1) develop and implement plans for initiating ma x i m u m

17 mental health services based on demonstrated need for services in e ach

18 geographical planning area, as well as regionalized comprehensive

19 mental health services;

20 (2) improve the effectiveness of existing ment al  he al th

21 services;

22 (3) integrate state-operated and community ment al health

23 programs into a unified mental health system;

24 (4) provide a means f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s

t
25 in the determination of the need for and the allocation of mental

26 health resources;

27 (5) e s t a b l i s h  a u n i f o r m  r a t i o  o f  l o c a l  a n d  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t

28 r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  f i n a n c i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ;

29 (6) p r o v i d e  a  m e a n s  o f  a l l o c a t i n g  s t a t e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  f u n d s
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(A) chronically m e n t a l l y  ill persons;

(B) children and adolescents; and

(C) persons r equiring direct mental h e a l t h  in terven­

tion [ACCORDING TO COMMUNITY NEEDS];

(7) encourage the full use of all ex isting pu b l i c  or p r i­

vate agencies, facilities, personnel, and funds to accomplish these 

objectives; and

(8) prevent unnecessary d u p l i c a t i o n  and fragmentation of 

services a nd  expenditures.

* Sec. 2. AS  47.30.530 is amended to read:

Sec. 47.30.530. DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT. The department shall 

administer the provisions of AS 47. 30 .5 20  - 47.30.620 and shall ("
(1) define and develop standards for various levels and 

qualities of ment al  health care;

(2) provide fiscal and p r ofe ss io na l technical assistance in 

planning, organizing, developing, implementing, and administering 

local mental he a l t h  services;

(3) develop budgets and receive and distr ib ut e state a p p r o­

priations and funds in accordance w i t h  the provisions of AS 47.30.- 

520 - 47.30.620;

(4) establish standards of educ at io n and experience for 

professional, technical, and ad mi ni str at iv e pe rsonnel employed in 

community me nt al he al th services;

(5) assist the community i n  e s t a bl is hin g the organization 

and oper ati on  of community me nt al h e a l t h  services;

(6) develop a st an dardized s ys t e m  for m e a s u r i n g  and r e p o r t­

ing to the department the types, q u an tit ie s and qual it y of services; 

and devel op  a cost accounting system w h i c h  will dem on strate the cost

to treat me nt al illness in the fol lowing priority;
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o f  v a r io us  levels a n d  q u a l i t i e s  of care;

(7) p r o v i d e  e ac h  local co m m u n i t y  p l a n n i n g  and s er vi ces  

d e l i v e r y  entity w i t h  statistics, reports, a nd  o t h e r  data re levant to 

dev e l o p m e n t  of i n d ic es  i n d i c a t i n g  the n e e d  for m e n t a l  h e a l t h  services, 

o r  relevant to e v a l u a t i n g  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of e x i s t i n g  services;

(8) r e v i e w  eac h local c o m m u n i t y  p l a n  a nd  require e a c h  p l a n

to include

(A) treatment for the ch r o n i c a l l y  m e n t a l l y  ill as a 

first priority, t reatment of c h i l d r e n  and  a d o l esc en ts  as a s e c o n d  

priority, a n d  treatment of p e r s o n s  r e q u i r i n g  direct m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  as a t hi rd  p ri ority, as well as an a f f i r m a t i v e  

s h ow in g that the most e f f e c t i v e  and e c o n o m i c  u s e  will be  m a d e  of 

all ava il abl e public an d p r i v a t e  r e s ou rc es  in the co m m u n i t y  

in cluding c a re fu l c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of th e most eff ect iv e and e c o n o­

mi c  alt e r n a t i v e  forms a nd  p a t t e r n s  of services;

(B) a f i v e-y ea r p r o j e c t i o n  of needs, services, a n d  

resources; a n d

(C) adequate p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  r ev i e w  an d e v a l u a t i o n  of 

services p r o v i d e d  in the local community;

(9) a dopt re g u l a t i o n s  and e s t a b l i s h  prioriti es , a f t e r

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  local c o m m un it ies  a f f e c t e d  and i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a

state m en t a l  h e a l t h  ad visory council, w h i c h  are n e c e s s a r y  to carry out

the pu rposes of A S  47.30 .5 20  - 47.30.620.
' I ' 1 '
* Sec. 3. AS 4 7 .3 0 is a m en de d by a d d i n g  n e w  secti on s to read:

Sec. 47.30.545. P L A N N I N G  F O R  C O M M U N I T Y  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  SERVICES. 

The  department m a y  not e n t e r  into a contract w i t h  a n  eli gi b l e  c o m m u n i­

ty entity u n d e r  w h i c h  the d e p a r t m e n t  p u r c h a s e s  com mun it y m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

services from th e entity un le s s  the local c o m m uni ty  p l a n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  

m e n t a l  h e a l t h  se rv ice s also  p r o v i d e s  for m e e t i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e
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1 f o l l o w i n g  treatment standards:

2 (1) f acilities shall consist of small r e s i d e n t i a l  or day

3 t r e a t m e n t  centers, i n  as close to a normal home o r  n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l

4 e n v i ro nme nt  as p o s s i b l e  without sacrific in g client s a f e t y  or care;

5 (2) st af f i n g  patterns shall reflect the cultural, linguis-

6 tic, sexual, an d o t h e r  social characteristics of the community, and

7 shall i nco rp or at e m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  prof es si on al s t a f f  to meet client

8 d i a g n o s t i c  and tr eatment needs;

9 (3) p ro g r a m s  shall be designed to reduce o v e r de pe nd enc e on

10 m e d i c a t i o n s  as p r i m a r y  treatment tools and e n c o ura ge  se lf-sufficient

11 and indepe nd ent  fu nc tioning throug h p re v o c a t i o n a l  a n d  v ocational

12 training; p ro grams shall prom ot e client p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in planning,

13 operating, and e va lu a t i n g  daily treatment and r eh ab il itation;

14 (4) pr og r a m s  shall b e  d es ig ne d to c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  the

15 social service sy s t e m  as a w h o l e  and in pa rt i c u l a r  s h al l be de si gn ed

16 to include the f o l lo wi ng  two elements: (A) an a c u t e  ho spital or a

17 crisis unit for evaluation, diagnosis, and d i s p o s i t i o n  pl ann in g for

18 p e rs on s in p s y c h i a t r i c  crisis; and (B) a case m a n a g e m e n t  system in

19 w h i c h  the case m a n a g e r  serves as a co or di nat or  of the v a r i o u s  elements

20 of the system an d as an advocate for the clients in  the system; all

21 case ma na ge rs  shall be u nd er  direct su pe rv is ion  of a psychiatrist,

22 psychologist, or  a mental h e a l t h  c linician w i t h  a m a s t e r ' s  degree.

23 Sec. 47.30.547. CO MMUNITY M E N T A L  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  F O R  THE CHRONI-

24 C A LLY  ILL. Co mmu ni ti es  that p r o v i d e  me nt al h e a l t h  s er vices for the

25 c h r o n ica ll y m e n t a l l y  ill m a y  receive funds from  the d e pa rtm en t for the

26 f o l lo wi ng  pr o g r a m  elements:

27 (1) a s ho rt - t e r m  res id en ti al treatment p r o g r a m  for indivi-

28 duals e x p e r i e n c i n g  a n  acute epis od e or a s i t u at ion al  crisis r e q u iri ng

29 t e m por ar y removal f r o m  their hom e  environment;

C
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1 (2) a long-term residential treatment progr am  with a full

2 day treatment component for perso ns  who require intensive support;

3 (3) a transitional residential treatment prog ra m designed

4 for persons who are able to take part in programs in the general

5 community, but who without co ntinued support would be at risk of

6 returning to a hospital;

7 (4) a semi-supervised, independent, but structured living

8 arrangement for persons who witho ut  some support and structure w ou ld

9 be at risk of returning to the hospital;

10 (5) a day treatment progr am  capable of providing services

11 for clients whose residential needs are being met but who require

12 additional or extended treatment services;

13 (6) sheltered workshops that provide an opportunity for

14 clients to experience the benefits of active employment with graduated

15 levels of skill and energy required;

16 (7) socialization centers designed to serve a broad range

17 of clients, as well as persons living in the community in general.

18 * Sec. 4. AS 47.30.550 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

19 (b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, the department shall

20 purchase 100 percent of the eligible costs of services provided for

21 the chronically mentally ill, subject to the availability of state

22 funds to the department for implementing AS 47.30.520 - 47.30.620.
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