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1 IN THE H O U S E  B Y  THE J U D I C I A R Y  C OMMITTEE

2 CS FOR  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 402 (Judiciary)

3 IN TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF  ALAS KA

4 F OURTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 A  BIL L

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to a b s e n t e e  voting."

7 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY  THE L E G I S L ATU RE  O F  T HE  S TATE O F  ALASKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 15.20.081(b) is amend ed  to read:

9 (b) A n  a pp li cation for an a bs en te e b a l l o t  by m a i l  must be post-

10 m a r k e d  not [MORE THAN  SIX M O N T H S  NOR] less than 14 [SEVEN] days before

11 the e l e c t i o n  for w h i c h  the ab se nte e b al l o t  is sought. The ap pl ica ti on

12 for an abs entee ballot shall permit the p e r s o n  to r egi st er  to vote

13 u n de r AS  15.07.070 and to requ est  an a b s e n t e e  ballot for ea c h  state

14 e l e c t i o n  hel d that year in w h i c h  the v o t e r  is eliRible to vote.

15 * Sec. 2. AS 15.20 is amen de d by adding a n e w  section to read:

16 Sec. 15.20.082. A B S E N T E E  VOT IN G BY  M A I L  FROM O U TSI DE  THE U NI T E D

17 STATES. (a) The direc tor  shall p r e p a r e  special absentee ballots

18 u n d e r  this section for us e in a state prima ry  election, a state

19 g e ne ra l election, and a state special e l e c t i o n  w he n  the v o t e r  notifies

20 the d i r e c t o r  in w r it in g that the v o t e r  expe ct s to be living, working,

21 or t r a v e l i n g  outside the U n i t e d  States at the time of the election.

22 The d i r e c t o r  shall p r e pa re  the ballot so that it m a y  be sent to the

23 a b s e n t e e  v o t e r  60 days b ef o r e  the date  of the election. The direct or

24 shall list on the ballot the diff ere nt  races to be v o t e d  o n  at the

25 p a r t i c u l a r  ele ct io n on a s t a te wi de  b asi s and, if the di re c t o r  prepares

26 the b a l l o t  without the na mes  of candid at es  printe d o n  the ballot, the

27 d i r e c t o r  shall prov id e the v o t e r  w i t h  in f o r m a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  in (c) of

28 this section.

29 (b) A  special state abs e n t e e  ba ll o t  pre pa re d for use u n d e r  (a)
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c *

1 of this section shall contain eac h judicial retention election and

2 ballot proposition or qu estion scheduled to appear on the particular

3 ballot.

4 (c) A special state absentee ballot prepared for the state

5 general election or for a state special election shall, if the names

6 of candidates are not yet certified, permit a v o te r to cast a ballot

7 for all the candidates of a particular political party that expects to

8 have candidates appear on the ballot; for this purpose, the director

9 shall prepare the ballot wit h party boxes and a b lan k line for each

10 office to be voted on  in that election. The vot er  may vote for a

11 candidate for that office by w r it in g in the name of a person and

12 marking the box to the right of that name or the voter may mark one of

13 the party boxes. If the v oter puts a m a r k  in a party box for that

14 office, the director shall count the m ark as a vote cast for the

15 candidate for that office nominated by that party. If the voter

16 writes in a name for an office, the vote shall be counted as a write-

17 in vote for that office. The director shall count the ballots under

18 AS 15.15.360. The director shall provide the v o t e r  with the names of

19 each candidate appearing on the primary election ballot and the names

20 of any candidates who have qualified by petition to appear on the

21 general election ballot.

22 (d) The dir ec to r shall prepare the regular absentee ballots as

23 soon as is reasonably possible and shall send the regular absentee

24 ballot to each p ers o n  receiving a special absentee ballot under this

25 section. The di re cto r shall, if the regular absentee ballot is re-

26 ceived within the time required by law, count the regular absentee

27 ballot in preference to the special absentee ballot.
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