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1 IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  M A R T I N

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 402

3 IN T H E  L EG I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T AT E O F  ALA SKA

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an  Act entitled: "A n Act r e l a t i n g  to m i l i t a r y  and overs ea s vot e r s . "

7 B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L EG I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 15.07.070 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to

9 read:

10 (g) In p r e p a r i n g  forms n e c e s s a r y  to achie ve the pu rp os es  of this

11 chapter, the d i r e c t o r  shall e n s u r e  that a f o r m  use d by a  v o t e r  to

12 a pply for  an a bse nt ee  ballot a lso permit s the pe rs o n  to r egi s t e r  to

13 v ot e  a n d  the d i r e c t o r  may acc ep t a single a p p l i c a t i o n  from a p e r s o n

14 that re qu e s t s  ab se n t e e  b a l lot s for each  s ta te  el ection to be h e l d  that

15 year.

16 * Sec. 2. AS 15.20 is amended by a d d i n g  a n e w  section to read:

17 Sec. 15.20.082. A B S E N T E E  V O T I N G  BY M A I L  FROM O U T S I D E  THE  U N I T E D

18 STATES. (a) The  d ire ct or  s hall p r e p a r e  special ab sen te e ballots

19 u n d e r  this s e cti on  for use in a state prima ry  election, a state

20 g e n e r a l  election, and a state s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  w he n  the v o t e r  expects
J

21 to be living, working, or t r a v e l i n g  o u ts id e the U n i t e d  States at the

22 time of  the e l e c t i o n  and a n t i c i p a t e s  b e i n g  unable to r e t u r n  the ballot
>

23 by a i r  m a i l  w i t h i n  the time o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e d  by this chapter. The

24 d i r e c t o r  shall p r e pa re  the b a l l o t  so that it may be sent to the absen-

25 tee v o t e r  60 days before the d a t e  of the election.

26 (b) A  special state a b s e n t e e  bal lo t p r e p a r e d  f or us e u n d e r  (a)

27 of t h i s  secti on  shall c o n t a i n  e a c h  ba ll ot  p r o p o s i t i o n  o r  q u e s t i o n

28 s c h e d u l e d  to a p p e a r  o n  the p a r t i c u l a r  ballot.

29 (c) A  special state a b s e n t e e  bal lo t p re pa r e d  for the state
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1 general elect io n or for a state special election shall, if the names

2 of candidates are not yet certified, permit a voter to cast a ballot

3 for all the candidates of a particular political party that expects to

4 have candidates appear on the ballot; for this purpose, the d ir ector

5 shall p la ce  the names of the candidates that have b een ce rtified in

6 columns by political party and permit the vo te r to cast a vote for the

7 id entified and unidentified candidates of that party by m a rk ing  a box

8 at the he a d  of the column; if a mar k is placed in the box at the head

9 of a column, a vote has been  cast for each candidate actually nomin-

10 ated  by that party on the ballot pr ep ar ed for use in the district and

11 a vote cast for an individual candidate in another party may not be

12 counted. The ballot shall indicate that marki ng  the box constitutes a

13 vo t e  for each candidate of that party whose name appears on the offi-

k •
14 cial ballot.

15 (d) No twithstanding AS 15.25.070, a special absentee ballot

16 p re p a r e d  for a state primary election that fails to list the n am e  of

17 each candidate seeking nomination at the primary election shall permit

18 the absentee voter to wr ite  in the names of individual candidates and

19 the dir ec t o r  shall count, in addition to votes cast for a candidate

20 whose n ame is printed on the special primary election ballot, the

21 names of individual candidates who are w r it te n in under this sub-

22 section.

23 (e) The director shall prepare the regular absentee ballots as

24 soon as is reasonably possible and shall send the regular absentee

25 ballot to each person receiving a special absentee ballot u n d e r  this

26 section. The director shall, if the regular absentee ballot is re-

27 ceived w i t h i n  the time required by law, count the regular absentee

28 ballot in preference to the special absentee ballot.
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