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1 IN THE HOUSE BY TH E JUDI CI AR Y C O M M I T T E E

2 H O U S E  BI L L  NO. 393

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TA TE  OF A L A S K A

4 FO UR T E E N T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSI ON

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: " A n  Act r el at in g to the rights of physically and

7 m e n t a l l y  di sab l e d  p e r s o n s . "

8 BE IT ENACT ED BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TAT E OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 09. 20.010 is amended by a d d i n g  n e w  subsections to read:

10 (b) A  p er s o n  is not d i s q u a l i f i e d  to act as a juror solely b e­

ll cause of the loss of h e a r i n g  or sight in  any de gr e e  or a d i s a b i l i t y

12 that substantially impairs or i nterferes wi t h  the person's mobility.

13 (c) The court shall provide, and p a y  the cost of services of, an

14 interpreter or r ea d e r  w h e n  nece ss ar y to enable a p e r s o n  w i t h  i m p a i r e d

15 hearing or sight to act as a juror.

16 * Sec. 2. AS 18.06 is amen de d by add ing  a ne w s e c t i o n  to read:

17 Sec. 18.06.015. IN TE RPRETERS F O R  D E A F  PERSONS. A  department,

18 office, agency, or other o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  unit of the state government,

19 or a political s u b d i vi si on  of the state, i n c l ud ing  the Uni ve r s i t y  of

20 Alaska, from w h i c h  a deaf p e r s o n  seeks access to funds, services,

21 goods, facilities, advantages, or p r i v i l e g e s  shall pay the costs of

22 and provide an interpre te r for the person.

23 * Sec. 3. AS 18.80.255 is amended to read:

24 Sec. 18.80.255. U N L A W F U L  PR A C T I C E S  BY TH E STATE O R  ITS POLI TI -

25 CAL SUBDIVISIONS. It is un la wf ul for the state o r  any of its p o l it i-

26 cal subdivisions

27 (1) to refuse, wit h h o l d  fro m  or deny to a p e r s o n  any local,

28 state or federal funds, services, goods, facilities, advant ag es  or

29 privileges becau se  of race, religion, sex, ph ysical or m e n t a l



disability, c ol or  or n a t i o n a l  origin;

(2) to publish, circulate, issue, display, p o s t  or m a i l  a 

w r i t t e n  o r  p r i n t e d  co mm uni ca ti on , notice or a dve rt is em ent  w h i c h  states 

or implies that any local, state or federal funds, s e r v ice s,  goods, 

facilities, advantages or p r i v i l e g e s  of the office or a g e n c y  w i l l  be 

refused, w i t h h e l d  from or d e n i e d  to a p h y s i c a l l y  or m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  

p er s o n  or a p e r s o n  of a c e r t a i n  race, religion, sex, c o l o r  or n ati o n a l

o ri g i n  or that the p a t r o n a g e  of a physic all y or m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d

p er s o n  or a p e r s o n  b e l o n g i n g  to a p a r t i c u l a r  race, creed, sex, c o lo r

or nat io na l o r i g i n  is u n w e l c o m e ,  not d e si red  or solicited.

Sec. 4. AS 18.80.300 is a m e n d e d  by adding ne w p a r a g r a p h s  to read:

(15) "ma jo r life a c t i v i t i e s "  means functions s u c h  as car in g 

for one's self, p e r f o r m i n g  m a n u a l  tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, 

speaking, breathing, learning, and working;

(16) "p hysical or m e n t a l  dis ab il it y" means

(A) a p h y s i c a l  or mental impairment that s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

limits one or more m a j o r  life activities,

(B) a h i s t o r y  of, or a m i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  as having, a 

m en t a l  or physical i m p a i r m e n t  that s ub stantially limits one  or 

mo r e  m a j o r  life a c t i vi ti es ; or

(C) h a v i n g

(i) a p h y s i c a l  or men t a l  i mpairment that d oe s  not 

su bs tantially limit a pe rson's m a j o r  life a c t i v i t i e s  but 

that is t r ea te d b y  the pe r s o n  as c o n s t i t u t i n g  su c h  a l i m i t a­

tion;

(ii) a ph ys i c a l  or me n t a l  i mpa i r m e n t  that s u b­

stantial ly limits a pe rson's m a j o r  life a c t i v i t i e s  o nly as a 

result of the a t t i t u d e s  of others toward the im pa ir men t;  or

(iii) n o n e  of the impairments d e f i n e d  in  this



\ Q

1 p aragraph but being t r e a t e d  by others as h a v i n g  suc h an

2 i m p a i r m e n t ;

3 (D) a co ndition that m ay  require the use of a

4 prosthesis, special equipment for m o b i l i t y  or service animal;

5 (17) "physical or mental impairment" means

6 (A) phy siological di sorder or condition, cosmetic

7 disfigurement, or anatomical loss aff ect in g one or more of the

8 f ollowing body systems: neurological, musculoskeletal, special

9 sense organs, respiratory i nc luding speech organs, cardiovascu-

10 lar, reproductive, digestive, g e n i t o - u r i n a r y , h e mi c and lymph-

11 atic, skin, and endocrine; or

12 (B) mental or p sy ch ol ogi ca l disorder, including mental

13 retardation, organic br ai n syndrome, emotional or mental illness,

14 and specific learning disabilities.
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