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Introduced: 3/29/85
Referred: State Affairs,
Judiciary and Finance

1 IN THE H O US E B Y  MARR OU

2 HOUSE B IL L  NO. 344

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LE GI SLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to elections."

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF T HE  STATE OF ALASKA:

8 * Section 1. AS 15.13 is amended by adding a new  section to read:

9 Sec. 15.13.095. CAMPAIGN COMMUNICATIONS. (a) A n  advertisement,

10 billboard, handbill, paid-for t elevision and radio announcement or

11 other communication intended to influence the election of a candidate

12 for national or state office may not be made by a candidate, or by a

13 person or group with the k nowledge of a candidate, before the Septem-

14 ber 1 immediately preceding a general election.

15 (b) The provisions of this chapter do not apply to a candidate

16 for president or vice-president of the Unit ed States or to a candidate

17 for elector of those offices.

18 * Sec. 2. AS 15.25 is amended by adding new sections to read:

19 Sec. 15.25.011. NOMINATION BY PARTY. A  candidate for the elec-

20 tive state executive and state and national legislative offices shall

21 be nominated by party petiti on  if the candidate is the nominee of a

22 political party.

23 Sec. 15.25.021. REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTY PETITION. Party peti-

24 tions for the nomination of candidates shall state in substance that

25 the political party desires and intends to support the n a m e d  candidate

26 for the named office and requests that the name of the p ro pos ed  candi-

27 date be placed on the general election ballot. The p e t i t i o n  m a y  be

28 filed no later than the September 1 immediately p receding the general

29 election.
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Sec. 15.25.031. SELECTION OF N O M I N E E S  F O R  PARTY PETITION. The 

nominees of political parties by p a rt y p e t i t i o n  may be s e l e c t e d  for 

statewide offices by the p arty central co mm itt ee  or in any other 

man ne r prescribed by the party bylaws. A  petition for sta tew id e 

office shall be signed by the cha ir ma n of the central c o m m i t t e e  or in 

the chairman's absence by any two m e m b e r s  of the committee. The 

nominees of political parties by party p e t i t i o n  may be s e l e c t e d  for 

di st rict-wide offices by the respec ti ve  p art y district c o m m i t t e e  or in 

any other manner presc ri bed  by the p a r t y  bylaws. A  p e t i t i o n  for 

district-wide office shall be signed by the chairman of the party 

district committee, or in the chairman's absence by any two  m e m b e r s  of 

the p arty committee, or in any other m a n n e r  p r es cr ib ed by the party 

bylaws. The petition may be d e l i v e r e d  i n  person, by mail or by t e l e­

graph.

* Sec. 3. AS 15.25.150 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.25.150. DATE OF FILING PETITION. The p e t i t i o n  is filed 

wi t h  the director by actual phy sical d e l i v e r y  in person at or  before 

5:00 p.m., prevailing time, Sept em ber  [JUNE] 1 in the y e a r  in w h i c h  a 

general election is held for the office, or by actual p h y s i c a l  d e­

livery to the dir ector by registered or ce r t i f i e d  mail r e t u r n  receipt 

req ue ste d which is postm ark ed  at or bef o r e  5:00 p.m., p r e v a i l i n g  time, 

September [JUNE] 1 in the y ear in w h i c h  a g e ne ra l el ec t i o n  is h el d  for 

the office, and received not more  t han 15 days after that time. If 

the po st m a r k  is illegible, a d at ed  receipt from the post o f f i c e  w h er e 

disp atc he d shall be acceptable as ev id en ce of mailing. If Sept e m b e r  

[JUNE] 1 is a Sunday or holiday, the de a d l i n e s  for p o s t m a r k i n g  and 

receipt of the pe ti t i o n  shall be e x t e n d e d  24 hours in e a c h  instance.

* Sec. 4. AS 15.13.070(f) is amended to read:

(f) The total amount of e x p en di tu res  m a d e  by a c a n d i d a t e  an d by



1 all groups o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  the can did at e' s [HIS] control ma y not

2 exceed (1) 40 cents times the total p o p u l a t i o n  of the state according

3 to the latest U n i t e d  States census figures, or estimates of p op ul a t i o n

4 cert ifi ed  as correct for adm inistrative p u r p o s e s  b y  the Departm en t of.

5 C ommunity and R eg io n a l  Affairs, if the c a n d i d a c y  is for g ov e r n o r  or

6 lieutenant g o v e r n o r  [, OF  WHICH AM OU NT  N O  M O R E  T HA N  50 PER CE N T  MAY BE

7 SPENT IN A  P R I M A R Y  ELE CT IO N CA MPAIGN A N D  N O  M O R E  T H A N  50 P E R  CENT IN

8 THE G E N E R A L  E L E C T I O N  CAMPAIGN]; (2) $1 t im es  the total p o p u l a t i o n  of

9 the g e o g r a p h i c a l  area of the c o n s t i t u e n c y  a c c o r d i n g  to the latest

10 United States census figures, or est im ate s of p o p u l a t i o n  cer tif ie d as

11 correct for adm in i s t r a t i v e  purpo se s by the D epa r t m e n t  of C o m mu nit y and

12 Re gi ona l Affair s,  divid ed  by the nu mb e r  of seats in the senate dis-

13 trict if the c andidacy is for the state senate; (3) $1 times the total

14 p o p u l a t i o n  of the geographical area of the  c on stituency a c c or di ng  to

15 the latest U n i t e d  States census figures, or es timates of p o p u l a t i o n

16 ce rtified as correct for adm in ist ra ti ve  p u r p o s e s  b y  the D e pa rt me nt of

17 Co mmunity a n d  Re gi o n a l  Affairs, d i vi de d b y  the n u m b e r  of seats in the

18 house d i s t r i c t  if the candidacy is for the state h ouse of representa-

19 tives. The e x p e nd it ure  limitations in this s e c t i o n  inclu de expendi-

20 tures for [BOTH A  PRIMARY AND] a gener al  e l e c t i o n  campaign, or for a

21 special election.

22 * Sec. 5. AS 15.15.080(b) is a m en de d to read:

23 (b) O n  the day of any el ec tio n that is not a genera l election,

24 [A P R IM AR Y ELECTION,] a special election, or a federal e l e c t i o n  h e l d
I

25 u nd er  this title, the direc to r shall r e q u i r e  e a c h  e l e c t i o n  board to
J

26 ope n the p ol ls  for v ot i n g  at eight o ' c l o c k  in the morning, shall cl os e

2 7 the p olls f or v o t i n g  at eight o ' c lo ck i n  the evening, a n d  shall k e e p

2 8 the po ll s o p e n  du rin g the time b e t w e e n  these hours. This e l e c t i o n

2 9  b oa rd m e m b e r s  shall report to the p o l l i n g  p l a c e  on e- hal f h o u r  b e f o r e
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1 the po lls  are to open on election day.

2 * Sec. 6. AS 15.40.140 is amended to read:

3 Sec. 15.40.140. CONDITION AND TIME OF CALLING SPECIAL ELECTION.

4  When a v ac an cy  occurs in the of£ice of U n i t e d  States representative,

5 the go ve rn or shall, by proclamation, call a special election to be

6 held o n  a date not less than 60, nor m o r e  than 90, days after the date

7 the v a ca nc y occurs. However, if the v a c a n c y  occurs on a date after

8 June 30 [THAT IS LESS THAN 60 DAYS BEFORE OR IS ON OR AFTER THE DAT E

9 OF T H E  PRIMARY ELECTION] in general electi on  years, the governor shall

10 not call a special election.

11 * Sec. 7. AS 15.40.230 is amended to read:

12 Sec. 15.40.230. CONDITION AND TIM E OF CALLING SPECIAL ELECTION.

13 Wh e n  a per so n appointed to succeed to the office of lieutenant gover-

14 nor succeeds to the office of acting governor, the acting governor

15 shall, by proclamation, call a special election to be held on a date

16 not less than 60, nor  more t ha n  90, days after the date the vacancy in

17 the office of the governor occurred. However, if the vacancy occurs

18 on a date after June 30 [THAT IS LESS THA N 60 DAYS BEFORE OR IS ON OR

19 A F T E R  THE D ATE OF THE PRIMARY ELECTION] in years in which a go vernor

20 is r egularly elected, the acting governor shall serve the remainder of

21 the unexp ir ed  term and shall not call a special election.

22 * Sec. 8. AS 15.40.240 is amended to read:

23 Sec. 15.40.240. CONDITIONS FOR HOLDING SPECIAL ELECTION WITH

24 [PRIMARY OR] G E NE RA L ELECTION. If the vacancy occurs on a date after

25 June 30 [NOT LESS THAN 60, N O R  MORE T H A N  90, DAYS BEFORE THE DATE OF

26 TH E PRIMA RY  ELECTION] in years in w h i c h  a governor is regularly elect-

27 ed or if the v a c an cy  occurs on a date after June 30 [NOT LESS TH A N  60,

28 N O R  M O R E  THAN 90, DAYS BEFORE THE DA T E  OF THE PRIMARY ELECTION OR

29 G ENE RA L ELECTION] in election years in w hi ch a governor is not
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1 regularly elected, the acting governor shall, by proclamation, call

2 the special election to be held o n  the date of the [PRIMARY ELECTION

3 OR] general election.

4 * Sec. 9. AS 15.45.190 is amended to read:

5 Sec. 15.45.190. PLACING PROPOSITION ON BALLOT. The lieutenant

6 governor shall direct the director to place the ballot title and

7 pr op os iti on  on the election ballot of the first statewide general or

8 [,] special [, OR PRIMARY] election that is held after

9 (1) the petition and any supplementary pet it io n have been

10 filed,

11 (2) a legislative session has convened and adjourned, and

12 (3) a per io d of 120 days has expired since the adjournment

13 of the legislative session.

14 * Sec. 10. AS 15.45.420 is amended to read:

15 Sec. 15.45.420. PLACING PROPOSITION ON BALLOT. The lieutenant

16 governor shall direct the director to place the ballot title and

17 p roposition on the election ballot for the first statewide general or

18 [,] special [, OR PRIMARY] election held more than 180 days after

19 adjournment of the legislative session at w hi ch  the act was passed.

20 * Sec. 11. AS 15.50.070 is amended to read:

21 Sec. 15.50.070. PLACING QUESTION OF CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ON

22 BALLOT. If during any 10-year period a constitutional convention has

23 not yet been held, and the question of holding a constitutional con-

24 vention has not been  placed before the voters, the lieutenant governor

25 shall direct the director to place the question on the ballot for the

26 next regular statewide general [OR PRIMARY] election.

27 * Sec. 12. The following laws are repealed: AS 15.10.107; AS 15.25.-

28 010, 15.25.020, 15.25.030, 15.25.040, 15.25.045, 15.25.050, 15.25.055,

29 15.25.056, 15.25.060, 15.25.070, 15.25.090, 15.25.100, 15.25.110,
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1 15.25.120, 15.25.130; AS 15.AO .080, 15.40.090, 15.40.150, 15.40.230, and

2 15.40.420.
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